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InDIgEnOUS PEOPlES

Document

Be Consultative, 
Participatory
the Statement to the Anglophone Africa Subregional Workshop 
on the Review of, and Capacity building for, the Implementation 
of the CbD Programme of Work on Protected Areas

We, the indigenous peoples, 
local communities and tradi-
tional fisherfolk from the An-

glophone Africa Subregion, are pleased 
to be part of this review process of the 
implementation of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) programme 
of work on protected areas.

Noting and acknowledging the rec-
ognition by the CBD of the important 
role played by indigenous peoples, local 
communities and  traditional fisherfolk 
in the conservation of biodiversity and 
subsequent implementation of the pro-
gramme of work on protected areas;

Recognizing the value and impor-
tance of partnership by all stakeholders 
in the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity through partici-
patory establishment and management 
of protected areas with regard to the 
inclusion and application of traditional 
knowledge and practices in accordance 
with article 8(j) and the related provi-
sion; 

Aware of the disconnect existing be-
tween the national processes and com-
munity initiatives, thus leading to the 
delay of achieving the target of goal 2.2 
of the implementation of the CBD pro-
gramme of work on protected areas;

Noting with concern the existing 
financial, capacity and technical gaps 
that have greatly hindered the imple-
mentation of the CBD programme of 
work on protected areas;

We, the indigenous peoples, local 
communities and traditional fisherfolk 

wish to put forward the following rec-
ommendations:

The governments should improve 
communication with indigenous peo-
ples, local communities and traditional 
fisherfolk by using the existing local, 
national and regional indigenous or-
ganizations and/or existing govern-
ment administration structures. 

The governments should put up ef-The governments should put up ef-The governments should put up ef
fective mechanisms, including financial 
mechanisms, of empowering and build-
ing the capacity of indigenous peoples’ 
local communities and fisherfolk to 
fully and effectively participate in the 
management of existing, and the es-

tablishment and management of new, 
protected areas.

The governments should provide 
an enabling environment by formulat-
ing policies and legislation in a con-
sultative and participatory manner for 
more effective establishment and man-
agement of community-managed and 
-owned conservancies.

There is need to obtain prior in-
formed consent from the indigenous 

the governments should provide an enabling 
environment by formulating policies and legislation in a 
consultative and participatory manner for more effective 
establishment and management of community-managed 
and -owned conservancies.

This Statement was issued by representatives 
of indigenous peoples, local communities 
and traditional fisherfolk  at Cape Town, 
South Africa, during the Anglophone Africa 
Workshop, 13–16 August 2007  
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For more

peoples, local communities and tradi-
tional fisherfolk before implementing 
not only the programme of work on 
protected areas but all other develop-
ment projects.

While implementing the pro-
gramme of work of protected areas, 
there is need to respect and uphold the 
livelihoods and traditional lifestyles of 
indigenous peoples, local communities 
and fisherfolk.

We call upon our respective coun-
tries, in consultation with indigenous 
peoples, local communities, traditional 
fisherfolk and other stakeholders, to 
develop guidelines that ensure real and 
effective engagement and participa-
tion, which also take into account the 
marginalized groups in society such as 
women and the youth.

Tourism developments projects 
with regard to protected areas, just 
like other development projects, must 
be planned and implemented with full 
participation of indigenous peoples, 
local communities and traditional fish-
erfolk, and these groups should access, 
and derive equitable benefits from, 
these projects.

We call upon the governments to 
respect the Akwé: Kon guidelines with 
regard to   concessions on fragile eco-
systems that could negatively impact 
on biodiversity conservation, especial-

d O C u m e n t

ly where transboundary movement of 
species is involved. 

We, indigenous peoples, local com-
munities and traditional fisherfolk, are 
hereby emphasizing the importance 
of collaborating and working in part-
nership with the CBD secretariat, our 
respective national governments and 
other stakeholders in achieving the 
2010 and 2012 biodiversity targets and 
the implementation of the programme 
of work on protected areas.  
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