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Governance, participation, 
equity, benefit sharing

Programme element 2 in the Annex on programme of work on 
protected areas under Agenda item 24 is relevant to fishworkers

Draft Decision Submitted by the Chair of
Working Group I on Protected Areas
(Articles 8(A) to (E))

Annex: Programme of work on protected
areas 

Programme Element 2: Governance, par-
ticipation, equity and benefit sharing

Goal 2.1  To promote equity and
benefit-sharing

Target: Establish by 2008 mechanisms for
the equitable sharing of both costs and
benefits arising from the establishment
and management of protected areas. 

Suggested activities of the Parties
2.1.1. Assess the economic and
socio-cultural costs, benefits and impacts
arising from the establishment and
maintenance of protected areas,
particularly for indigenous and local
communities, and adjust policies to avoid
and mitigate negative impacts, and where
appropriate compensate costs and
equitably share benefits in accordance
with the national legislation.

2.1.2. Recognize and promote a broad set
of protected area governance types related
to their potential for achieving
biodiversity conservation goals in
accordance with the Convention, which
may include areas conserved by
indigenous and local communities and
private nature reserves. The promotion of
these areas should be by legal and/or
policy, financial and community
mechanisms. 

2.1.3. Establish policies and institutional
mechanisms with full participation of

indigenous and local communities, to
facilitate the legal recognition and
effective management of indigenous and
local community conserved areas in a
manner consistent with the goals of
conserving both biodiversity and the
knowledge, innovations and practices of
indigenous and local communities. 

2.1.4. Use social and economic benefits
generated by protected areas for poverty
reduction, consistent with protected-area
management objectives. 

2.1.5. Engage indigenous and local
communities and relevant stakeholders in
participatory planning and governance,
recalling the principles of the ecosystem
approach. 

2.1.6. Establish or strengthen national
policies to deal with access to genetic
resources within protected areas and fair
and equitable sharing of benefits arising
from their utilization, drawing upon the
Bonn Guidelines on Access to Genetic
Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing
of the Benefits Arising out of their
Utilization as appropriate.

Goal 2.2  To enhance and secure involvement
of indigenous and local communities and
relevant stakeholders 

Target: Full and effective participation by
2008, of indigenous and local
communities, in full respect of their rights
and recognition of their responsibilities,
consistent with national law and
applicable international obligations, and
the participation of relevant stakeholders,
in the management of existing, and the
establishment and management of new,
protected areas.
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Suggested activities of the Parties
2.2.1 Carry out participatory national
reviews of the status, needs and
context-specific mechanisms for
involving stakeholders, ensuring gender
and social equity, in protected areas policy
and management, at the level of national
policy, protected area systems and
individual sites.

2.2.2 Implement specific plans and
initiatives to effectively involve
indigenous and local communities, with
respect for their rights consistent with
national legislation and applicable
international obligations, and
stakeholders at all levels of protected
areas planning, establishment,
governance and management, with
particular emphasis on identifying and
removing barriers preventing adequate
participation. 

2.2.3 Support participatory assessment
exercises among stakeholders to identify
and harness the wealth of knowledge,
skills, resources and institutions of
importance for conservation that are
available in society.

2.2.4 Promote an enabling environment
(legislation, policies, capacities and
resources) for the involvement of
indigenous and local communities and
relevant stakeholders in decision making,
and the development of their capacities
and opportunities to establish and
manage protected areas, including
community-conserved and private
protected areas.

2.2.5 Ensure that any resettlement of
indigenous communities as a
consequence of the establishment or
management of protected areas will only
take place with their prior informed
consent that may be given according to
national legislation and applicable
international obligations. 

Suggested supporting activities of the
Executive Secretary

2.2.6 Make available to Parties
case-studies, advice on best practices and
other sources of information on
stakeholder participation in protected
areas.

2.2.7 Promote, through the CHM, technical
publications and other means, the
international sharing of experience on
effective mechanisms for stakeholder
involvement and governance types in
conservation in particular with regard to
co-managed protected areas, indigenous
and local community conserved areas and
private protected areas.
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This draft decision on protected
areas (Agenda item 24) was
submitted by the Chair of Working
Group I of the Seventh Meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on Biological
Diversity on 20 February 2004 at
Kuala Lumpur
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