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()N TI{E OC'i-t}BIlll., l{lll{t t i. r, i'l IIltlNG

llv llictr"o l)arr'rvlno. \urits,r" lf rrrr i;ttttitt. ln(t Ztltc (it'llder

BACKGROT-}ND:

Tr-r trnclerstanci uihat irappencO in l-r)ctuci),. .\'i']llt ti,,s l,,ririii ;i,,'. ,ttill iltr itltltt'r !tloks like tbran
internatiou:ll llt()\'etltcltt to l'cllrcscltt lishin,- rt)iri i"lnri .\rrli'i'.'i1.,,;,.i ,\{)\ rl .'rrlluCi'lls lnany [J.S. and
Czrnadian tlsirermen. it is Llsethl to go lracn ilvc vclrs rr', ( ]di.,irr'r' 1'7iri irt t.tltr,-lrec t- it-n-. There.
represelttatires of'tishing organizations fj"nrrr firrrl crlntu'l.nIr. i-iltucl'itcrl llt;it lishing rvas largelv.
absetrt lr"tlryr rlte lrgcndli ol'tlic't-initcd N.1[i,,rlS' i''trrril .t .\.titr't.iiti'i'.- '.,,t'glttrizi.lti()ll tiri\0) Sy[rposium
on Worlcl Fooci SJcrrritv tlrcirtr: lrclci ;-rt tiuit tirti.'in t.)ii*'!1*'. r ,i'':. i1t,-'i l.i "ii:jctlss sltstaiuable fishing.
The rept'csentalivcs- \\'i]() \\crL- ltostc:rl lri t..i ( .rtir.ttiiltit t ,riittt'i; ,,i'.'l'irlt':';si,lttltI l:isir l[ar--este[s"
agreecltliat fhc irt-csrnt ilttct'cst lrnrl tiiscrrs:.i,)lt rrn lisit-.i"i.':; *ri rit- ;rli-'r'lt:.ltirrttili iivdl \\ias meanin-eless
without the ltart!e itrxrtiun trl'thu prinr;llr .t.,,,uirriiticr':;. ..*.. i:i"' ,l>ii;llteit.ittr-i Littt this participation
urouicl onlr,,irc- 111155iitie thrtitrgh u'of itirvrti.'itt,iiticlii rt1''1'c:i.-'nl:ltt,'t.i iit :r li*'t al liit'tttu of'primary
stakeholders. \\litlr that. rvtlrli iregarr to psli i()grtirdl tiic \\, r,i'i.i I .;i'iiitt ,ri l:i:lr-[l;.tl'rtesters &
Fishr,vor"kcls (\\iFIrt.'fiie lillloullil] statcniunl ,,t'ir:; rssLicr: ir\ r;t* '.\ i i:,]t'.'I-Ittizct's;lt the close of the
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and Asitr. txp;ress deep concern rncr the rL.k!c:s.s nluruiu .)l tl'r.' .\'(tt.\ hv rhc lu'gt inrlustrializedfleets
ol the WttrlJ. leadiry t,t u suhsttntiul lc1)i.'tit)n t'l li.th \it,iti.i ,titti rntLhllarinK th(.lbod security for
millions ol peopte.

"We $ron,qlv c'ondcmn a.fiitrt.s lt.v t'urious tr,ttionul ltnt,t'nntL'nt:; itt imanDrin! short-.term solutions to
theit natiorutl prohlatns lt.v cxporting thcst' r'c.rsc/,r lo trtitur.ounlri(.t 4nLicr tha guise of various
arrangements sttch as joint vcntures. t'huriLr.r. !t{t.\cs. iiLen:cs. ,tr itihtcrul ogracments. Equally
culpablt' Lff( th., .!t,\'(t'ilmant |; vhith,tll0u tltt't'L'lt( lIt)t1r,/ /l)i,{(')\,.r.r('/.r in thair cuuntries, ignoring
the interesrs ti thair uwn.fi:;lt 'men Lmd tlt( Sqet.\' t,l rhcir' ri.t;/ .\t;,('ri.r. i-iti.s 'ttyttttttrtion ol the crisis'
is unethitcti !.tnLi luki.\ ;rt funhar dt.ttruttir,.: ,tl titlt ,tt,:i.:., ,,,t,i :it. ;-'!)!t^(nt(t ol .\mall-scale .fsh
harve.star.s.

"The deplatrrtn t)l tnLu'ine li.\h \hck\ i.t titrr :tt rhr v'rriiin'iLii :it,ttr.;tritti. tli:ct ol )5. 00 vessels which
are cruuin:: nLuririonol prohlcms ftr ntill:,)r't.\ t,l ?ei)p/(, !.r rr'L'ri tt.\ i)tii(r lr( tlcms.lir small scale fish
harue,ster,s tr'ho ltt|c tt l1ng tarm .utt idl. L i: l.tu|ui J rlLt t. r)ni) l it- .1.'!tinii('nL t ttn lish resources and are
being squeezed r)ul ()l t'xistcnca.

"The World Flrum l)romote:i,\u:;tuinabla.;i:;hing tts r't'di .t.\ tltL .on;(rvution utd regeneration of
ftsheries re.\our(cs. Luxd Kradtcr protecliott ol ol.l uquutit c.t,.t.t.ttttlts. lt .tLlvocutcs a rights-based
Jisheries in v'ater:; under nuriontl iuris.lit!:on tntl u r'antrut rolt'lir li.rh u,orkcr organizations in
.fisheries m nogtmenl wtrldu'ide. lt snnd.; ftn'greunr.onry)iiitnr( n'ith rtlcvutl international
agreement.t itz li,tlrct:ies ond odvoL'uIes k)u!i1 tt.r.\urt.\ it_{tiin.tt llt,'t migruti]n liom [he North to the
South. h rtrkcs hoth itn ed.ututional ut u,el: .s t;1tt'rtttttitL role'. lt t;intts iisl*utrkers to he better
organizcd und ri.gilunt. "

According to the organizers, the WFF rvorrrd give the lrrrisiirai rrttl sn.tall-scale sector - the most
signifrcant producers of fbod tiom the see - a maior say in inrcrnational .lecision-rraking processes in
fisheries development lrnd nmnagement. h q,as rvelcr'rurcd Jr r rime u'hen several govemments were
critically reviewing rheir national tlsheries policies '"vhich hed iirvt.red the industrial fisheries sector.

"At a time when tlsheries managenent is rnovirrg more torverds a rcgional- Iather than a national
approach- an olganizltron iike,the Workj lr.rlum cirui.i sigrririclnlir intiLrcnce developments in the
future. Moreover. now that the ecosystem :lpproach urrci-iniiividuai transr'erable quotas are being
increasingl-v- mooted as panaceas tbr all ill:; piaguing lisiier-ics !nrlluselnent. an initiative like the
World Forurn. that.juxtaposes principles (rr sustainabiiit\' ,rirh s.rcir:i roncems. ivill help maintain
focus on issues t,t life lnci livelihoocl ol'i-r:;ilri,oritcrs. llt)n.r ',\:ltir JJiisiivlltion ot tish and fish
habitats." .;aii Lhe WFF ulganizing eorrnl;riL'c.

A conf'ererlce rvas dren scheduled tbr {ndiii in r*overlber i'.r97. l-l)e piimary 
-rrroups 

charged with
organizing coriling out of the Quebec Ciry rneering ,.vere lire L xuodian Council of Professional Fish
Harvesters (CCPFH) tu1d india's National irishrvorker's lrolum (NFF). A lbllow-up meeting on
financing and organization rvas held in ]!'funtreal in l9iX> .Lnd inuitations rvere subsequently sent out
for the 1997 conf'erence among selected fi:;irir.rg organizations uroun0 the world representing small-
scale tishermen with a commitment to susrainable tishelies. l ire i)acitic C()asl Federation of
Fishermen's Associations (PCFFA) arid the Gloucester FiShermen's Wives Association were the two ,

U.S. fishing orsanizations invited ro ateml the WFF'S i 997 !()Dtcrencc.

GOALS FOR T997 NEW DELIII MEE-TING:

Tlre fbllo\\.itrg purposes and ob-iectives wcrc outtined irv riie \'r'glrrlizL'rs itr the invitationtothe 1997
conference:
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"The unrcsltltttati ttper'!ttion ()i iltLiu.\triui. I

PTTRPOSE

t!.t, iitttlt ,tittii,.,,ii'.' ..'r t.t itit(.rttdti.)nui. i.t' responsible.for
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the pligirt oI- global tlstrresoLlrce.s and list:,ns L{.)ninllluitr;s. i"irc rir-itc su't \\r3S i\ovember2lst.

The intelim WFF Coordination C(rmmitte-J then ireici tirrcr urceiir.rgs tu pfeplre tbr the 2000
conl'erence. ()ne in Brtrssels 1 1998) ancl a .;econci iu Sun rrr:rucisc., t ii)ti91. a tinal planning meeting
was held in France in:Lpiii 2000, prior to rne (rpellins ot rhL- i-()L:rLrclv contetence on October 2nd.

As with rhe I'trrmation oilnv orqanization titere' \v.Jrt ill. Ll:;Ll:rt .ritile Ltiti,:s. .\nti- rltis one had its
share, given its glotrai .;cope lnci llnguags ::nLi iiijtLirilr .iill--r':::l:,;. ::i:liing lirnding until a formal
dues sttuctlrr.'e ()LLtci i)c c'stablisired was crii:c:I ',r'rtlr ii]c r'r,rr-i.ii.,rts ;ri]irriu l itel' role in working to

'get the ncecss:.I'\ r)t()rle\ li't tlll\ci. st:rtl-.::. ilr;.; rt;r'e iir.n, r;i- 1r,\-lll:rtlec(lucstiOllSOf hOwtoSet
the or-uanizltion rrp so iltat it courr.l be leprisellt:rtrvc. .lJrll()ciutie rlrd irrective. iVlany of the issues
related to gove rancc \vere to be cielerrecl :.) the L.)jtud\ .;.)r'rldrcn!'.' '.r iicre r constitution was to be
adopted.

Finally. thcle rvas thc uuner of taking.rrli;iai positi.rns .,ii ,i ,ilri.-r\ r)t issLlcs. r\lthough there woere a
number ot pressing issLres racing tisheries :rl'ound thc wr)ri!i. ti)d L r,orrlirlatiolr Committee decided to
exercise caution and not commit the WFF l.r l.rrisitions (r) miul\'\ri tl]!'se issLles uutil a process could
be established tplar-rneci fbr Loctud,v-' t tbl a.t.rpting poticics lnit D()siti()ns irl' the WFF. This matter did
create solne schisrr-rs amon-s Cooldination r'rnnnlittec urcnrbels ,,vitit srrrt.tr- rvlntinu to lend the WFF
name immediateiv t.r s,.rtr. e issues- rvlrile r,rrrcrs iti.i not lc'irr iL .inpnrpriatc tr) takc positions until a
formal mecnanism s,as eslablished tbr clecrsion maitinu .in triitLil.rt tire ,.'rganizalion. The
diff'erences- tirus. ire tr.veen the members w:ri not ()r'l thc sLrbstarlcc rrl urtt' siven issue. but the process
to be fbllorvcci tbl the WFF eclopting positLons. incliviciuai .,rurnizrtions belor"rging to WFF were,
however, encourageci to take stands on rhc issr,rcs iulirig tne intcn'etrius period. but not use WFF's
natne.

2OOO LOCTT]DY CONFERENCE:
ib
t

The weel<-ltlng conrclence got Llnderwav l,.s

would har,e lreen the 4t)th did r-rcit atteucl ciii:
.l', iisirins natir)ns (Norway. which

iir\ uivins its .icir'qate) convened in

F,J
),

I,--

an old Chtrteau. thrit iraci sirbsequentlv SCr\','ti -' Ji-riJl' lritt thcrt c Jnt'erence grounds.

The sessiou r)pened Muocla-v rnorning. tire -nti- t.r 'Lhc sr.ir-rr.t.rs .,i ijrJton oagpipcls rvho led the
delegates inao rhe meelillg irall. ihe spirirs *.ere c{rnsi.icr:lt)i\ ,r:,ii', p!'neu. lru\\'evL'r'- panicularly for
the French irosts. :rs uews carne in that r it,rui t-rsirins Lro:it lrJll !.louL- tiou'n in bad weather offthe
coast of Ireland rvith dre |-rss of eight l.irrc:;. trnh' tlrrcc' rirrrarcl thc .,\n-Ulic'nt survived after being
plucked out ot the rvargr Sunday try the lrisir coasr -suiird. .Arrd ulr'r.] ()n Vk)ndav another local lishing
boat capsized. but tbrnrnately e\/ervone grrt orf sar'eiv.

The Locturly conterence lrad interprdters sirirmbling t.r licep Lr1.r '.l itlt transiations available to
participantS in Englisir- Flench and Spatrisn. iniomrai tr:lrlslltions rlele aiso raking place for those not
fluent in these three irnguages. including s.rme ror SoLrth .\silrir. . \ll ii:ln irnd lcelandic participants.
The number Lli c()ullu'iL's lepreseltted ha'i:]itlwn lionr thc r,r1:lllrrr l'S Lititr plttticipared in Delhi in
1997, althougir lhere 'uvere still sonre norabr" absences. i-irc .'\nicriclrs u'ere rveil-represented with the
only major rishing countries absenr being l crrezueia- i'eril lnci t. Lrba. irt rtidition to Senegal and
South Afiica. pariicipants rt the Delhi conlerence. rhe .-\tiican lcpresentation iruci also grown for
Loctudy tt'l includc tJgurda. Benin N4adag.:iscru'. unci NLiii. ilut it irrrs obvious more outreach was
needed to bring in smuil-scale tishing grorips lL om suci] rluti()us ris . \r-rstlalia. .lapan, the Russian
Federation. the t-t.K.. hc.land, Korda. \iietn;ul. fhaiiand. lt:r1.,. SPuin laltlrough the U.S. delegation
had a heaw ltalian acc:nt). Creece. ['ortur.r:tl :ulci i\'l()l'occ{)- .rill.,L!.1 .,ti]L'rs.

Representatirrr.r liom rc i)ircilic Lorst rrl ..,,rtil -\rneriei rri!ir.l\:cir i':il'tl\,:uru .lnd Pete Hendrickson, a

salmon gillrrener lium Alaska u'ho is risr.r .. Lrirr.:silul emrll s ii:li..'n i iL \\'11) rcpresentative and board
rnember ot ihc ,\luska ,vlarine a()llscl'vatir,i i ('uiir,e ii ,,\ir.lL i ,. .'i.rl(rsll;l Licnlarnin and Victor Menotti
with the insritr.rte tlr irisireries .i{csoulces. . rLritli:rr.r s:-iinrrrr-i ; lsn:Ln.t:ur :rnd I iFAWl.l rnember John
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Sutcliff-e. t'lrrisrine iluitt fi'ottr rhr"lJ..U.':; i l,'sr i\'llitirrii.s. i't irl:.'.. ,-.,.;.iltivc iJirccttlrZeke Grader,
Charles '\lcnzies iln r-urLi-lrop.oiogist ii'itir tl.-'Lnr\',Jl'sri'r .,. .ji'ir.i-sir r'.rir-rnrrrii.r.;-inr-i Paul Siri, Associate
Director olthe tJnivcrsitv of Cilifbrnia's iiirder.til \'lurlinc i--rlrr)r'lrtrlr'\,.

Two goais [lrci ircen sel out Ior the weeK-1.,,11l conlcrcnc,': ;, :i.i{):)t :i i rrstinrtion- rules lbr
governance r)T tile ursunialtiotr xhd oftrcer.;: :ll.iJ I j r(l(,irt r),,r;.\ r(,5itiulls trrl -itir.l1€ of the major
issues lacing. risireries" inciucling: potiurro:. t r.S.. riupirct.. . 'r ,,ii .lrtls .)n tisn -sioclis,. the affects of
the growtir r)t tor.ll'ism,rn fi-shins cr)rrmunriiis. r,:r.il ir ii,;,i :r:i'u!i!ij i-.::.. j)r.)ll()sed World Trade
Otganizatt,rrt ttticsi. r t, rhltiizltt iolt. :rBrl Pltll:i l.rt i\(,iticn .li ;:.illi:r...] ,,i1.'t:Ii,rts.

The iSSrrc UI lllc e(rllstiiUlir)lr :[t(l r(,\cntiu..u. rrrl\\e\'(r. -:r:r,- .t, .!,, llLl:llr r))r'sL r,l lhe disCuSSiOnS I
during f lte \\'edii irr(l p.. riie r issuci ri e rc gi . ll) irluriin: iri - ., .;i . ;: .r.,., .i,r ri,l tur)iu.c given the high levet I

ill5l".fnt.nt 
on.most .rithe issues bv (lel(!.rt!'s ir.rur .'r.,iic :,r-.i )i.rr.tir, lilst *,rrid and third worlfl;l

Over the $'eeii- r I;\' ,-,l the bi1.l poiicv issil-'s iiiii rr.-l s.rnr: .:i-;i.is:,ir)L'i .respire ',r'rlnuling over the
constitlrtion. i]unicic reSluc.' ur-rri e irurdrltzr Siralrrlrl ri-'sJriiJ.l rir-'ir pupcr .rrr rvomen's rights.
MuCh irl titcir;ltli iirr PariW wirs sLlnse(ltr(:,1:i irLi\rPte.l r,::.' ::r, -.,rsiiiLrii(,lliSi. lrade specialiSt
Victot' N4cn.rtti- :ul irss(,riutc L,f ii.ic illsliti.ti- lt irisi-rcl'i-:; .t,::;i,i.r;J;i r lFiir. rrr'ii,i itl-author of The
FishermeI s \!'\\'s tfiicic t r ll]e Worid i-r::-i!' ( rr:.:xriz:iri.,ir i '.i., ' iirDc:: l v9t)J- " fhL' WTO: Flying
Under Fisir!'rtrren s itariar" {ave J presentiiiion (il-, ilaillc nL'-Jor.llilori-j. ',\ ;.rpv ,riiris paper "The
Worlci'l-r'uue t.,rr"u:rnization xl)d Susrainaoiu Fisilcrics' , r .,'.'l;,i:,n;: ilt'ni ri:R]. lJr. t'hiules Menzies
presented his papc'r ()11 glo[r lizxtion rti .".r1!:ei:r S:uii]iiip., .:r:l.lJ :r .)iJScirt:ltion ort tiil spill impacts
on llsh healtir.

Work on cteveioprng policy language was.L-ssigne.l \volKslrons. Uut rs tirt' 
"vorkshops 

met, the dispute
over the constitution and rrovernauce contiriucd. ll:rlir ,rn it n:i.i i.rc,-'n dccitled that each continent
would be giVcn tlvt.r lrrres uucl it is he|e \vli!'re rlle pftr0lcnr :rr()sc. i'ilc .{siun and At'rican delegations
were insisring that the :ontinerrs ol No|tir .rnd S()Lltir .'\r'liriij:i i)i i|elile.l :.is one continent. This was
obvioustv not acccptable to the representirr r r .-i li t'ni ine l \ i, ..ri.ril ie 1l.r i(,nlillr-r']ts and when a vote
was held on Fridav rrriilmillg tirar North ri,i Sr)urir '\ntcrliir 

't\],]iii\l lrc ir!':rted xs two continents, the
Asian and Allican llelegations,waiked out iridn! ivitir thc r,.'irrcsrnt:lil\rc \,1 ti're Vlaori peoples of New
ZeM

I.b
t:

i:
I

Given tire c.xiruustion r.rf tite Ueic!-latcs rnd )Lllne L'i Llic rilrt.ul'ic iitul- irrd gulte ()11- it wciuld have
probably been inrpossible t-rn that late l--riciliv r-rrternorlr til ircSuiiirit' .i ut,ntpr()lnise that all could
lived with. Tiris \ias Lnrtbrtunate.-[rut tire !iroo nc\\-s i.; tiilrt :,ir,J !i'riLrl]-i lil'c not rl,rat t'ara and

Loctud l.

nd
an all-inclusive

fishworkers.
remain close.

hoping to rr:soivL' iile riitf'erenccs.

It is gooci I(r rcport drat the WFF hrs u conititul.ion rurd rri-:ipprrhr,'iii procerJure rbl adopting policies 
.

and positions. une oirne its responsibrlitics is io cugagc ue\\'iriJn.rner olsanizalions that share the
same belieis. Dar.riele LeSauce (France; aud Humbertu I\'leile rt hrier rvele elected Co-Coordinators
and Francois Poulir-r t C anatia) was named Secrstxlr'-t ieuclnt.

In addition to the myri:ld of threats tacin,J lisir lL'sourcL-s rind r'isirinr.: e omntunities. including multi-
national colporate tishing i-rperations. ir.rdr.srrial lquaculturc \)l)crJti()lrs. poltution and habitat
destruction- Llade luies tliat threaten lisir c.)nserv:rrioll :ul!i tr:liiirr'l.r:ll tisirillg operations, and attempts
at privzrtization otlislr resources that couitt rnak,-'sixtlccropl)eis ()rrl i)I risirelmen- the Loctudy
conibrenc:e uarne oll tire heels rrf the news nlnt somc of tilc ixr'lrci;r risir processinu lirms from around
the world had tbrmed ii cartel callins itsel: Searbodallianc,:-i,,u1. il;.' neeci irr sonte form of
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