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T h e  W o rld  Fisheries D ay  is celebrated ann ua lly  on 21st N ovem ber to m ark the struggle of 
the inshore fisherm en and also to celebrate the ir live lih oo d . T h is  year w as the first time 

P JF W A  has organized a celebration  to m ark this day. W ith  the them e "T o w ard s  Susta inab le  
F isheries", this ce lebration  was aim ed to educate the pub lic  on the live lih ood  of these 

inshore fisherm en. T h is  one day even t was held  in Pu lau  Betong, right in  the heart o f a 
fish ing  com m unity and m any activities were carried out throughout the day.

The Opening Ceremony

[he whole celebration was launched with an otticial opening ceremony. The 
elebration was officiated by Yang Berhonrr.it Dr. Kang Chin Seng, Penang Science 

technology. Human Resource and Industrial Tiansformatipn committee chairman.
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Exhibition

The official visit by Yang Berhormat to the exhibition guided by P. Balan, the advisor of P1FWA. 
The Yang Berhormat was briefed on the objectives and the activities being carried 
out by the 
association.
Yang Berhormat 
agreed to help 
to bring their 
problems to 
the states’ 
concern.

PIFWA also had a lifestyle exhibition where many of the tools and 
equipment that is used by these fishermen in their daily life was

e x h i b i t  °  d .

The Fish ery  Research 

I n s t i t u t e  (FRI) used 

i n t e r a c t i v e  mediums to 

convey messages and 

i n fo r m a tio n  on local  

f i s h e s ,  th e  importance 

or the a q u a t i c  ecosystem,  

t h e i r  r o l e  in the  

s u s t a i n a b l e  f i s h e r i e s  

and a l s o  the n a t u r a l  

wat er  r e s e r v a t i o n  'in 

the co un try .  They a l s o  

used p o s t e r s ,  brochure  

and 3 dimension models 

in t h e i r  e x h i b i t i o n .

An interactive module was used in the computer complete with interactive quizzes to encourage 
the public to learn more. The FRI assisted the public with information and further inquiries.



Activities

Games
The children also had there share of k im  this celebration. There were many mund stimulating games that was 
conducted all day long during this celebration. These games dwelt with issues like sustainable fisheries, the 
children's' role in the ecosystem, the effects of the ei'f>/iroinrmental destruction m a simplified way. There were two 
types of games, the individual games and the group games.

The individual
games such 
as the
“Nature k I" 
taught the 
children about, 
their role in the 
ecosystem 
meanwhile the 
group games 
taught, the children 
about, the animals 
in the sea. We had volunteers who helped us to facilitate the games.



Video Shows

Documentaries about the sea and the fishermen were aired during this celebration. At the 
end of the video shows a few questions we raised to provoke the thoughts of the 
audience.

Free Medical Check Up

the blood pressure test.
The health officers also distributed phamplets and other information to the public. These services 
were very well appreciated by the fisherfolk community.

Lobster Weight Guessing

Another Interesting event at tne celebration that was the favrartte ameng the public, was the lobster 
weight guessing. The lobster was provided by one ol the fishermen and public were encouraged to 

guess the weight ot the lobster. The aim of this activity Is 

not only
as a

game but r .
also lo give M B TftP  f j J j g j j j
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Nature Boat Ride

The nature 
boat ride wav 
another ur.ry 
exciting client 
at this celebration.
Thr. objective of this 
activity was to give a first 
hand experience of how 
pollution and destruction of the 
mangroue affects the ecosystem.
During the boat ride, one is taken to 
visit the oyster farm, watcb other 
fishermen at work , view the beauty of 
the mangroues and not to forget, the 
pollution caused by human This was an 
eye opening experience for many

Photography Contest

PIFWJk also held a photography contest prior to the celebration and the 
photographs were a part of the exhibition during the celebration. The 
response for the photography contest was overwhelming.

Overall the event was a successful one and we hope to have a bigger scale celebration next 
year.



Press Release Of World Fisheries Day Celebration

Penang to tackle depleting fish resources
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Fascinating ... (from left) Cheah Kooi Boey, Chow Hui Pin and 
Ewe Bee Cheng admiring a trawler boat model. - SUNdaypix by 
AHMAD YUSNI.

By Agnes Jam es

Penang, Sat: The state today 
gave its reassurance that it 
a ill work with the Penang 
Inshore Fisherman Welfare 
Association Pifwa) -to arrest 
the problem of depleting fish 
resources

Penang Science, Techno! 
> t \  Human Resource-, and 
Industrial Transformat ion 
Committee chairman Datuk 
Dr Kang Chin Seng today 
said currently about 38 fishes 
are now extinct and tfi more 
have been placed on the en 
dangered list

He urged all those con
cerned. involving the govern 
mem agencies, the academi 
cians and also fishermen, to 
work together in concert to 
help curb this problem

Kang was speaking at the 
launch of the state-level 
Worlds Coastal Fishermen 
Day held at SRK (C ) Yeok 
Hua in Balik Pulau

Oyer 30 countries are cele 
brating the day simultane 
ously to commemorate the 
contributions of their coastal 
fishermen.

Meanwhile. P ifw j sec re 
tary Saidin Hussain appealed 
to the state to allow fisher 
men to contribute to policy 
regulations on the fishing 
community and also on coas 
tal development.

About 100 people attended 
the day which featured 
games and exhibitions for 
adults and children alike 
Among the exhibitions 
included an AIDS, dengue 
and anti-sugar exhibition
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Persatuan Kebajikan Nelayan-Nelayan Pantai Pulau Pinang 

Penang Inshore Fishermen's Welfare Association
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Our Reference : PKNPA/VFD/Report/98

Sebastian Mathew 
Executive Secretary
International Collective In Support Of Fishworkers 
27, College Road 
Chennai 600 006
India 6 January 1999

Sir,

REPORT ON WORLD FISHERIES DAY ON 21 NOVEMBER 1998

Warm greetings from Penang Inshore Fishermen Welfare Association (PIFWA).

Recently, PIFWA has celebrated World Fisheries Day at SRJK (C) Yeok Hua, Batik 
Pulau, Penang Malaysia on 21 November 1998.

Hereby, we enclose a copy of our report on this celebration. We hope this report will 
give you an exposure on our activities and objectives that is to increase public 
awareness on fishermen’s lifestyle and issues affecting them.

W e hope to seek your co-operation and your presence in our future celebration of 
World Fisheries Day.

Your kind support is much appreciated.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Secretary

PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN NELAYAN-NELAYAN PANTAI PULAU PINANG
375, Mukim J, Kampung Terang,
11020 Balik Pulau. Pulau Pinang 

Tel: 04-8668481


