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The World Fisheries Day is celebrated annually on 21st November to mark the struggle of
the inshore fishermen and also to celebrate their livelihood. This year was the first time
PiFWA has organized a celebration to mark this day. With the theme “Towards Sustainable
Fisheries”, this celebration was aimed to educate the public on the livelihood of these
inshore fishermen. This one day event was held in Pulau Betong, right in the heart of a
fishing community and many activities were carried out throughout the day.

The Opening Ceremony

he whole celebration was launched witn an  otficial opening ceremony. The
celebration was officiated by Yang Berhormal Dr. Ka 'g Chin Seng, ’en@wq Science
.,\mhr.gl(\q/ Human Resource and Industrial Transtorr TI”)"\ CO"“\(TM?@C hairman.
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fAlso present was Tuan Haji Saidin who as the Secretary of PIFWA urged the

authorities to take into
account the welfare
of the inshore
fishermen before
making policies
that affect them.
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Exhibition

The official visit by Yang Berhormat to the exhibition guided by P. Balan, the advisor of PIFWA.
The Yang Berhormat was briefed on the objectives and the activities being carried
out by the \ 111 VLE
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association.
Yang Berhormat
agreed to help
to bring their
problems to

the states’
concern.

[he Fishery Research

Institute (FRI) used
Interactive mediums to
convey messages and
information on local
fishes. the 1mportance

O The aquatic ecosystem,
their role 1n the
sustainable fisheries
and also the natural
water reservation An

the country. They also
used posters. brochure
and 3 dimension models
in their exhibition.

An interactive module was used in the computer complete with interactive quizzes to encourage
the public to learn more. The FRI assisted the public with information and further inquiries.




Activities

Games

The childven also had ther share of fun m this celebration. There were rany wmd stulatmg games that was
conducted all day long durmg this celebraton. These games dwelt wath issues ke sustamable fisheres, the
children’s’ role m the ecosystem, the effects of the emaronmental destruction  a smiphfied way. There were two
types ot games, the mdwidual games andthe group games.
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The individual
games sich

as the

“Nalure & [7
taught the
children about
their role in the
ecosystem
meanwhile the
group games
taught the children
aboul the ammals i
m Lhe sea We had volunteers who helped us to faciltale the games




Video Shows

Documentaries about the sea and the fishermen were aired during this celebration. At the
end of the video shows a few questions we raised to provoke the thoughts of the
audience.

Free Medical Check Up

PIFWA also invited
The Mirustry of Health
to carry out free
medical check up

far the public.

Mare than 80 people
came to be checked EA O i A
by the health officers G g n oA r

There were different _ y £
types aof test such as l. [ Yo '
the pap smear and

the blood pressure test.

The health officers also distnbuted phamplets and other information to the public. These services
were verny well appreciated by the fisherfolk. commurity
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Lobster Weight Guessing

Anether Interesting event at the celebratien that was the faverite ameng the public. was the lobster
welght guessing. The lohster was previded by ene of the fishermen and public were enceuraged te
guess the welght ef the lehster. The alm of this activity Is

netenly

asa

game but

also to give
the public a
chance te
learn more
abeut lohsters.




Nature Boat Ride

The nature
boat ride was
another uery
exciting event

at this celebration.
The ni)jecriue of this
activity wax to qive a Fiest

hand experience of how
po"uhon and destruction of the
mangrove affects the ecosystem.
During the boat ride, one is taken to
visit the oyster Farm, watch other
Fishermen at work | view the beautg of
the mangrouves and not to Fmgr.f. the
po"ution caused i)q human. This was an
€ye opening experience for many.

Photography Contest

i)

PIFWA alzo held a photography contest prior to the celebration and the
photographs were a part of the exhibition during the celebration Th
response for the photography contest was overwvhelming.

@

Overall the event was a successful one and we hope to have a bigger scale celebration next
year.
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Penang to tackle depleting fish resources

/ 47 /
fascinating ... (from left) Cheah Kooi Boey, Chow Hui Pin and

Ewe Bee Cheng admiring a trawler boat model. - SUNdaypix by
AHMAD YUSNI

By Agnes James

Penang, Sat The state today

JAave 1ts reassurance that it
Ll work with the Penang
bore Fisherman Welfare

Assocration (Pitwa) 1o arrest
the problem of depleting fish
nce, Technol
sources
instormart
uirman Dartuk
[N m Seng toda
sald currently about 38 fishes
e now extinet and 16 more
have been placed on the er
dangered lList

He urged all those con
cerned. Invoiving the govern
ment agencies, the academi
cians and aiso fishermen. to
work together in concert to
help curb this problem

Kang was speaking at the
launch of the !
World: Coastal tishermen
Day held at SRK () Yeok
Hua in Balik Pulau

Over 30 countries are cel
brating the dav simultane
ously to commemorate the
contributions of their coastal
fishermen.

Meanwhile. Pifw e s
tary Saidin Hussain appealed
to the state to allow fisher
men to contribute to policy
regulations on the fishing
community and also on coas
tal development

About 100 people attended
the day which featured
games and exhibitions for
adults and children alike
Among the exhibitions
included an AIDS, dengue
and anti-sugar exhibition

itate-leve

Sun, 22/11/98
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Guang Ming, 23/11/98
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Persatuan Kebajikan Nelayan-Nelayan Pantai Pulau Pinang
Penang Inshore Fishermen's Welfare Association
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Our Reference : PKNP/WFD/Report/98

Sebastian Mathew

Executive Secretary

International Collective In Support Of Fishworkers

27, College Road

Chennai 600 006

India 6 January 1999

Sir,

REPORT ON WORLD FISHERIES DAY ON 21 NOVEMBER 1998

Warm greetings from Penang Inshore Fishermen Welfare Association (PIFWA).

Recently, PIFWA has celebrated World Fisheries Day at SRJK (C) Yeok Hua, Balik
Pulau, Penang Malaysia on 21 November 1998.

Hereby, we enclose a copy of our report on this celebration. We hope this report will
give you an exposure on our activities and objectives that is to increase public
awareness on fishermen’s lifestyle and issues affecting them.

We hope to seek your co-operation and your presence in our future celebration of
World Fisheries Day.

Your kind support is much appreciated.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

(HAJI SAIDIN HUSSAIN)
Secretary

PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN NELAYAN-NELAYAN PANTAI PULAU PINANG
375, Mukim J, Kampung Terang,
11020 Balik Pulau, Pulau Pinang
Tel: 04-8668481



