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'JJre ljcutourable h4inistcl for
Environnrurt iutd Forest,
Mr.'l'.R.fjaalu,
Pzuyavnt'nnt Bhnwfirlt
C.G.().Complcx,
I-odi Rerird, Nerv Dcllri-l l0 0Cl3

I-lortourablc Sir'.

,${,TBl llsn on trrdc of Dricd h{nrine I'rr ducts Yotrr l\iotification
llt.I 1.07.2001 Our contcntions:

WII al'c sltockc,cl to lcru n li'onr a comlnunication bcaling
n*n.MASi5r'l I /2t)01 1t'{S Dt. I 0, I 0.200 I ol the .\4PEDA, that Sharks (All
Hl.tsnrr:hri=rrchii) {Iinclosure -t), I{alothruiarr', anrl Syrrgnathidirns ilc
jncluded in Schcduls I ofthe Wilil Life Prtitect,on Act, 19?2, lt is only in
I?etrrttgry last, eluring thc lntcnrationnl .$eafot,d Trade of India hcld at
Vizng; wc tvcrc ltottout'erJ lry tltr- f]e,ntral fisy,:rnrncnt by givirrg arvucls
and witlr a request to pcrftrrrn bcttcr irr future. 'n less thnn rt ysar, by this
inclusion in Schcclulc I of the said Act, wE ilr ,;l placed on the awkn'{rrd
position if tlic trusiirc.ss is continued. With r us rcspect to your good
sclv*:s, w+ wish to $tale tlrat, tiris sudden de'isitn rvitlrout trrking into
cotrsideration th+ alliniorr of tlre Fishermen,, tr;,de and consruning public
is ricitiii:t'fforri:(;t ni-rr practical and thercf'orc it r 'quil'cs a rcview.

Sottrs cxtt'cmt- gl otrli (I.JCOs) r*,ith tltr: vcsr,:tl in{crest cf mtuketing
paterrted altelrrrrtivrr foods in ilre Clhinese nrar'f rlt pleadcd in ilrc Kcrryzur
+ottfcrcttce of the'CITES to enlist all shnrks irr their App+lrrlices. Having
Itrilsrl tu nultieve ilreir gual, thcy rnovc,d towzu'd' consurnirrg courrtr-ies like
Holrg H'.rrig. $ing,riit.-tre firid ilhina u,ith much {,lror telling thcrn 0rat tlrcir'
focrel culture rnust bc charrgrrd. fEnclosure-Z) {s rejected lry thenr. tlre
citrj*cicci }.ifii-i, Irr)'rv iillFL-iir ia ium tarviuds tiie-iirpplying i;aunftics undcr
tlte cover olt envirorrmcnt and irlriDrtil. Thcir c, ntcntion is lrot comccl orr



a



FHlfiE l'lll. r l:lt:l '-f1 44 -q::'15=44 iE ctltil itl:--4Hl''1 F.-

MARINII MERCAN TILE COh{FANY
EXPORTERS. IMPORTERS

:}O, MAfTACO'fr I,/'TIffi STfr'3ET
c'/{EttttAr . 60t,00t. INDIA.

iF{D /TIANUFACTURERS

troth crlunts. 'l-hcir intentiilli is tr'! prrll tltt; rnone-y of our l)oor fislrenlrLrrr lo
the inrluslrialist of West

Elasnrobranelrii is a sub-class of class {-'hund'-iththyet and it contains
344 krrowu ntrd miuty rrnknorvrr species uf shark ,, skates and rays. Ofthe
ebove, {:lT'ti$ }ras errlistsd only two spclss i.c. I}mking Shsrk
(Cetrtrhinus maxinnts) and Grent White {Can harodon carcharius), in
Appendix lfl.(Hnclosurc-3) You will agrcc thar the Cl'l'HS is powcrful
world trody and it tal:es its dccision purely $n ssierrtific facts with
considcration frrr tlre local cultnrc, consuilrirg ;rublic and thc conditions
of fishing corrrrnunity. It has clearly ruled ir, its biennial meeting, in
Kenya that llhark isnot endangcred, Even accor,Jing to the CMFRI raport
of our country, wo havc hardly exploitcd about '.'b$/o of the potential yield
of our lixclusivc Ec+nomic Z'ons (EI%).

Mcat of the Shark is consurnccl globally and a cheap protein fbr the
milliorr of our conntryrnsn particularly South lrrdia(Enclosure-4) E,sch

part of iu bocly f.c- leatJrer, fin, cartilage, liver, j,rws and tooth is n forcign
excharrge silrnnr. This rrragnificerrt anin:al is thr t+p-levcl prcdator of the
$cean and Man bcing the only check and bal&fi re mechanism of its food
chain.(Enclosure-5) If tr{rur fnils in his duty, tlris voracisus oater will
depletc all rn'caker $ninrnls of its realm. Thc arij,ument of llrc NGOs thst
thc shark is hunted only for its fin ffrd after finn ing the still living shark is
slipped back in to the sea to have slou' death ;rn the floor of the occarl
(Iinctosurc-6) is hollow irr thc iu the lndizur context as it is rnainly
hsrvest+d for its meat snd nll other trcing its by product, lrt courttries like
uS and Austrslis fishing f*r Blusfilr Tutts brirr'r, in shftrk a-q it's by catclr
(A singte bluc fin 'I\rrrsr lvas soltl for U$$. 9"),000/- in Tokyo ttrsrket
during April last) Iror I'r&nt of space, they put tl:,il animal back ints the ses

aftcr taking off itq fin. l{owevcr, the incidenc( of finning it alive is less

tlran Lo/o, sincc its ohance of survival after bein 1 caught in fhc net is lcss,
'l'his being a very activc animal urigrates fi'or rt couillry to countly and
everl solrlinenl-to-contirrent in a slrort spsn of iirne.(Enclosurc-7) If we
tlon'1 harvcst il here, thcrc is every possibility,'f otfter cotrnhies doing it
as flo counrry'* has got suclt a Lran as we ltave no ,r'.

All the $trovc ccrnterrtion does not mesfl ,Jtat 1t'e &re againsl {lrc
con$crvation or protecticrn . of shark. To tlrrive in this bttsincss
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sustaiuirbiiity of the slrnrk rlrust be riiainiair,etl in tlre ,$t:r,l. With Whale
Slrrrrk (I{/rirrc'o don l1;ptrt), rvhich is slready il Schedule. I of the saicl Acl
the trvo shnrks enlistecl in tlre Appcudix Ill of the CITE.$ rnay also be
included irr Schedulc I, Jnveniles crf nll slratk'. rlr&y fil.so be corrsidered ftrr
inclusion in stritnble sshedules. Witlr a peri rdic study-of onr scie.nti{ic
conilnrlnity species wise irrclusion irr apFr oprifite Schcclules rnay bc
csnsidcrcrl. At zury gsst, ws nltrst not sun'er'der our Sovereigrr Right of
ptrlicy nraking to any veslerl inleresl.

Holtrlhurinns are Setr Cucurnber that rhes nr.'t disintegrate rvhcn exposcd
to $ir. J"hese invcrtsbratcs in Irrdia arc. cr:,rfined only to the shalluw
wAtc,rs of thc Gulf of Mannnr. lts nvftilabi:ity is seirson$l {Novernber-
llcc+nrbcr). It is a Chinoss dclicacy rvith lorv cholcsterol urd high protc,in
vfllue. Its hnrvesting is uonfined to hancl 1,:,cking cluring the lorv tide.
Hsilce it cffsrs excellent jolr opparlunities tll'; rvornen ftlks of onr fishing
conillrunity, Depriving them of their j"l, u'ill bresk their lirralcial
indel.rentleltce, Sinee: srn ex.prl.rt reslriclion riir sires bel*tt' 3 inches is
alrcatly existirrg firrtJrer bannirrg orr this ( ,:)rntnodity, ws feel, is lrot
rreces$flry. Howcvei; fishing holothurians using lrtllw r'dfuri may be
consiclered for suitrilrle regulation fts it di;turbs tlre habitat of thcsc
cchinorlenns,

Syngnnthidinns contairr Sea Harses and Pi1,,: fishss. 'l'Leir nvnilnbiiity is
seasottttl. We havc notetl liorn our cxpcricn'.,e that thoir supply hnve rrot
slt*wn ri$y d*rvn ward tre.ntl.'lhese-fisl-*s rire used fl$ the rnajor
ingredients of traditional {lhirrcsc nrcdicin,'s. Sincc its truycr ancl thc
u$u*ic is linrited, a total barr on tlre fishing of these aninral, we feel is, not
c<.lfrccl,

'J'o sutn up, this ordcr has the irrrpact of
l. Mnking r] nny lrundreds of thouszurd of

()rlr pflor t'islrelmen poorel'.
2. Loss of revenue of about Rs. I 00

Crores ir foreign Exchange tcr thc
Govt of'fi rdia.

3" Hxpcllirrg thc exporters li'onr this traclc
fln(l
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4, Allorving tlr,) anti social to fflgage in
tfic illicit tru,le ol'tlris cormnodity.

In vicw of llre abovc contcntion \+'e reqtrssl gac,t sslvcs to revics,the cflse
nnd clo ilrc rrsedfirl nnd otrlige

'llrarrkillti yorl

Yours Irnitlrfirlly

HT]T.QSIUTDS

l.ctter No.NlAs/s/l l/2001/Mfi. I)t,10 l0.l00l of MPHDA.
{lopy of strait,s'l'inres (singapo'c) Dt Augus( i,2000.
(lopy of e-nrail reccived by rrs frr-rm { i-rEs .. Switzerland.
Copy lakcn liom "liltarks Silsrrt Hut,ters of thc Dccyr" written
hy Ron and Vnleric Tayl*r'and prrblis.tred by Rcadcrs digest.

(lopy of 'f ir'cs of,trrrtia D; il.*U; . 'l

{lopy takcrr fi'onr "Shuks Silcnt Hw'ters of the Deep" r+'rittcn
by Ron and Valedc'Ihylr.x'anc{ publis'red try Render's Digest.
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Ttgdl BR'tl.T {.lzrlu {honrt ulft'rs"t
1arliru ri+nart. rtlt(l qt{rl,li)

The tttarine Product$ Export
Deuelopnnent AuthoritY
(Mir;lstry o{ Conrnrclrr:c. Govtrrr}Inorll ul lrrt:lla)

.f'qnl . rl{;t q'qlltdt
f)aLrlo : MAtllNI; AUI lloillT
ti;ltt
Piionr: 

': 
fifr43ti03 / 6543fi04

i;-1 el{lq rr;rufoq
{;ltcnnai Rcgiorral Ollice

gs8,Cl dt tn -qnrc\'11- ,u*t"11 =ttl* dtc {'t.ilttttt,
qlqulq.'.1-.1-r;oo t or,
958, TV{i Oolnny. /trtr':ir l',1;rqiii 'v'Jt:st [-ttons'irttr.
h{ogapp.:ir, Cii*rrrtai' fj{l(J'! 0 1,

lr-,i'f ,/lrot. : l-tA.g/ s/ I L/zoo I,/Ms

Enctr r a/a

kp/-'

Yours f al-thfullY'
tt4-A

( p t";arDg t; I
A.SSt.DIRSctoR

rrr{t*r/ r)arc I LO/L0/?AC

To

ALI Registered Harine Products
Extrrcrt€rrs 8s Per I tst enclosed *

Dcar .Bl. r,
Sr,rlrr Ban On Ex1rcrt , ,f t"lafi ne Pr:OdUCts - Regf '

--: '

We hereby J.nform to all r:egLstereci erporters'of t{arlne Products

of thl s of f {ce that the f ol lor,rtng 'f erJ.ne P r:oducts has treen

banned f or export r*l-th ef f ect f rom 1.l tlr July, 2001 as per Gorrt.

of In6ia, Mlntst.ry of Envl.rorrrnent :{ Forestr Heu Delhl- Gazetbe

notff Lcatton dat.ed !t/7/1q01. A c ,)rry of the garette nottfteatlo'
l. s enclos etl f or yotr r k tn,J ref ef€rr( rl.

.Ihts ls for your ktnd lnforrnatl-on anrl strlet adherenc8 of the

seme accordlngly,

?,-:.ni.:r -r .ri r-r: *{f{a.( . .{i:r..i, .i.ifi.{rT.titiz0.3l- 3fiil{. d;l{FAt) 1il:1-tcF llr'er Rr'ix 1b6ir. il'r:hin.6riAu:rt; rr.Jr)rA. c;.

-i , rytr.?. +l:r . .Jtifi/,J d$,til r l8fifrT 8tn1
,lo : htAtltl'JI- . i.lrc,no : :i 1 I t)7[r lcrlt:x : (l){}0fi} G2tl.

flcl,rt [.i.tn,tr 1i'. rrr-lJl d {irair;l .r\ (h;;.r.rr s
?de ;irlrl srri-u rrB fi]'{t '1 {ir,,.,1,1 rrl drl.fl iii ,r.*ft ilriu.
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Cet:crlri tti::; InFrl:ittl.Lts (lrir:;ki rrg e;itark) Uui
, f j i-r.':; artd lrar-t-.s of I. j-trs or:1'y l
C;rrCIirt'Oei6t-t 6;At'c}1al'.i clifi (f-'if eat- r^'lrj t:e :;itar
Yott call f.incl tllfrr-{l j.trfcrrmati-on oI) tire pLlir

Irppr:rrtli'x .t i l 3- j.st i rrg by 1 Irar.t--ic:ttl.;ri: t
Or:].rt fi I f-;Cr i. i- lr.C tO I'(1(::$Inmnnd lrOli t-O COIItit

CN liSC Slra:-k .111:e:ci.a-1.isl; Gr-otrp

Yottrs l;i trccreJ-y,

-*'Or j gitlal Mtrrsage--
Fram: rtrai j.nel[ercant j. .l-e Irrrailto i maril'rErn{
$etrtI 02 October 2t)01 ?-1.:56 '!
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Tlrarrk:ing YrrY

Yourti li"ai Llrftt) 1-Y

ofllar' [irrir i]-r

shar.k i-s er'Ji-sted i-t:
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ing rnotnonl.s drrrinB il t{{tmr,
E r'(,h{.or:L off Por.t $tc.vc.nri, otr Lht:
tast of Auett'alia, A lnr=gt: grrtrt.
thnrk, conxod to tlrq. ririifriic, tr_v
and bail, in tlre rrat+r, circles
urly beloru snatchir]g n l. tr -nr
80-kg {l?{i-lt}} dead ivhnler shark
!g from Lhe elern of t lrr: l,rtru{
lcconds ln{rrr.il. ri:re.s to t}rc
i its mouth girpirrg, rlxrwing t.lre
'hsler ineidr. (riffht ) hfLc_t 2,. t
:he great wlrite wrs lrooked, but
lk pulled out nf[er thn sherir hrrrl
-laycd-for 4t/r hrrurr* on B?.kg

l ine,'fhoue on huarrl rrstirr-rii t+tl
ght at bel.wrrr:n I t{flO e nC p3{r1r pU
rnd 6O00lbl.

rrized as a figlrtirrg fish, A
t$illjump rnctrcs orrt of t;tre
in an efforl fo disludge the
n its nrouth, ff.nd crrrr t;rkc
ltours to r:ot1qp11r' rrnr| r:;rPt,trr.t:.
eat whitrr has also lrt:t:n
lrr lrap finnr l"hc w:rl.cr rvhtn

l, tlrt. D'Losl; ot.lrr-.r rliccir-:s tlivr:
rttl gl'e grnduall.l' \1,e1-n clrrwrr

ttd Pret'siSt(rIrctr.

THE l;,

$[rark lluslr ls eaten all ovor the work-
although lt l$ noi always identilied as r,i, ,
bt)cau$+ ol putrlic rosistunce to sharlr:
loort. lr th€ united states 4rako flcsh ::

otten s$ld as srryordJish, which is a rlglirr : :

and in Bfltain many spiny doglish gnil r.,;: , i i
fish and chip shops
'' Apart fr0rtt fl Fubtic distaste lor lhe idr . .-

sfflittg sharks, the only problem with
'rnurketing the flesh is lhat il cen dsvot(i;.. ..
taste and smollol anlnrorrlo il lt ls ncl
handlccl proporly. $harkt rrrusl be bls(t H;.
soon flg lhey rre cafltur$d 60 that rrraa is
ternovetJ fror'n lhe flesh, This is usualiy dir:-i
en board lhe fishing boat. and hrvolvoi;
removirq the head and bolly ilap+ lroni ti .

fish. Aller lhal has been dono ll ls atmr..r::i
impossibic lor a layrnan tr l{tentily wli*t
remains s$ part ol a sliark,

Melbourne is lho rnajor outlot for gliar ,:
in Auslrnlia, although bins of sctrool shar l,:.
(mosl ol which aro only about 40 crn 11{i i .

long). wobbooong$. angol gharks. rnil
perhaps a few hanrnrerhcads and whalr:;,
are of fered lor sale at tho Sydnoy li.sli
rnrrkots most morninqn. Tlro rnaforlty rrl
th-osa ond up iri subulban llrli slrop
windours. lgbcllcfd as'borrglors liilitsl

1

l



're areas whers PlanLe+f ing
nirnals rnn live. Light aleo flffecte

're bshsviour of animals in tho
cesn - meny riee to the surfirce to
:ed st night.

Tbo ocearu can be divided into
wo bs.Eic rogion+, tht benthic and
he pelagic - the former eovoring
he ocean floor and the lrrtter the
est of the water maes. Organi*n'rt
rat livo in th+ pelagic zorie sre
nonnt eithor as nekton * the
ctive, lbeo*swimming animale -
r planhton - small plants end
nimalr that float or drift pnnriv+ly
ear tho water eurfece. There ara

.,"hu'--',,i=,-r,.'

trrrc typet cf Plankton - the
phytoplankl,on, made up of millior 'r
of rnicroscuPic Plants, end the
rooplarrklun, tiny aninrnln which
inclutlc thu oBgF and larva€ of ma::Y
of thc ocean's larger inhabitants.

Phytoplenkton nre the Prirrru' Y
prodneerg of the ocesn.'fheY
eonvert enorgr from the eun into
Iiving plant ti*sue, and thus form
tho basie of most food chains' As
rnrrch as 80 to 9O per cent of all th':
photor-wrthotic activity that toke,
pl"e* an earth ie carried out in th 

"
uppor 100 m tgg8 ft) of ths oceenr

Zooplankton are ueuallY mtlt ;t

WORLD OF THE SHARK

larger thnn phy LoPlanktou,
althougir rrlany are le.qE than 10 mnr
(0.4 in) long. i$ost of thern can
rwim, althcuglr the.y Bre usually
r'nly able tt: tr;rv*I uP and donrr
through the rvater'. Zocplankton
generally feerl tn pliytoplankton,
ind thel' are tharetttrc fhg eecond
etcp in tlie food chaitr, covsrting
plant intri nrtintal tissue.Zov
planJtton are. in tttrn, lrroyod on lry
larger animals such ns fish, eqttid
nnd somc shnrks.

[lost frec-sv,'immirrg animals in
tho oecnns Rro vertahrates - theY
havo bar:htronrrs * r+uch as sharks,

osEAx FOOD CHAlllS

Tlge; ahnrl- finlssaerdo suvrs

rv.;
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LrL rf,rllf qtlttls tbit itEli
*,E rd ftA. C..b Gd rr+. r,*r
adl t{tflr. t*lr ttid trf*Fr,ilon.
SaJd t|l tAod|s.ftil,{l
Stryttsflr*rdr. bdr*rm 6'il
,rvtfrrnmm.

Fo,od ahtlns eho* where animaLt
get theit ehergy fmrn. $hark+ are ot
tho top of most of the qcesrrb food
chaini- few cleatures prey on ttrent,
exttptporhapr humarw. At the nthcr
end are urually tl e phytoplankt,t'n -
tiny, fe+floeting plantr. l}ress ars
the prirqqy p'roducen of the oceanr,
the vital lirrk thet eonverls the eun's
BnerE[ through t$o procom of
photasynthsgis. into d*nt, l,issue,
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shark tagging lirirllr{rrI}lnt in lha
aworld is contltrcted fi'orrr tlre
Nationa I ltl ari rrc I''i tJ t cli r:s Sie t' r' ict:

lnborat'ot'it:t+ iu N rrrrapS nst:tt,
Rhode Islnnd, USA- Ttrr-' progYamnle

Itns been rurtnirrg ftrr ovt,r 20 years,

and in thal t,ittte ov{rr 50 000 nharks
Irave been tagged' I*',r:reational
anglers ltav+ carricd out nrou[ of
those taggirrgn, l.tre balance being
dotre by scientists rrn boa.r'd tttiiearch
snd conrmcrt:isl vesst:ls- l'he rcstrlts
Itave bcetr ottt.sl.atrding and havc
helped in an undoretanding of the
groWth, tnovoml+nts and populetion
gtructure-q of & tttlrnbcr of sptrcios of
large shnrhs.

Prolrnbly the nro*i. cotnpleta
picturr: of nti;5rirtion pntterrrs has
come fi'onr ttre t*gging of ov(rr
:t.00O0 blue sharks Prinnnrt qil,uu+a.

Many trgnsatlntrlic crossi rrgs hsv$
been rocorded, by nharks sl,artitrg
from bot'h sidee of ttrc Atlpnl'it:, ni;

wall ae othcr lotrfi disl,uttce
. movemetrts throughoui. l.he region'

In 19BF the lirnt. hlue shnrk l^aggcd

in the westcrtt At'l$ntic wsr
recaplured ovet'the crluator in l.hri

eoutlrern henrirrplrere. tlntil tlrc.n, it
r,r,as tttought tlrrr{. hlue eltnrli.q irr the
north Atlanl,ic wt:r'c Part. ttf ono
stock, distinet frorrr thrrse. in thc
south Allantic.

Lotr g d islaut:tt nrtlvetllcttts
have also becn recordc:d by shor"tfia
rnakor tiger B.nd rsandbar rrhnrks.

'J'he grontesl., distnnc.e recorded for a
tagged mnkrr was 2?00 km ( l6f'0'
milcul frotn Virginia. lISA, to tht
\lfest Indiee.'fhc fircte-st nusl.ained
trip flor thit+ specicn was rrads 6t *
f ieh wtrich. in juut thrrtr: ntonthf,,

' r{wftlrr ovcr 2'4Lg knr { f 500 rniles} rit
a rats of 28 knr (] ?.6 milcs) per dirl:
Of courea, this is the tnininrurrt rat+
of travel for n straight'-line journel'-

' ln reality, the sturrk would ltavc
tovered a far grr',ater tlistattc-t-

A trrgged tigcr shnrk fiw&m

2{165 knr tt85ll rnilen) froltt Ncw
York tri Cost'u ltica, while rnany
r+andbar strttrks have lieen Lltggod
off tlre +nstcrrr l]nitcd Statcs and

WORTD OF THC SHAR;{,
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I nrrrr-rc TttE FUzzLE rool rHEH

I fns rcsull{i oi tagging $t.tdins 619 I ,iw io
I reelrso. Only n smsll pttrSrortion o!r rg lish

I tagged aro evsr recairiurecl, ac ma' y luns
o{ ttieirsands lttrst be rnleasod bel:,r€ any
paltern ol behaviour will irngln to ti'ilgrgc' ln

lgBF ovsr 7000 Slfarks were rclea: :+d in the

Unitect States'pro$rarnme, and oni'r 256
sharks wsro ffipttired with tags in:;te{Tl'
Thc 25S tsgs wBIE lslurnod trorl\ 1::

COuntries AlOund the world, as lar jipart ari

Jnprn. Spain. Fugrto Fiic+, C*nad;,i frld
l<orea. Most ot thb recaptured lisl: ,48 per

oeflll wcle caught by conmorcial i.irrg'line
flehermen, wilh 36 por cenl lieing 'aughr by
arnatsuf anglers liShing with fl Cor''rsntioriBl
rod and lirro. A ncako holcls (he Al,$lraian rec1rd

*r---.----
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Blse tharr(s are fhe grcstesi lri, 'sllsrs of eI{ - scme swimrning Sff}O ltrit (38f1? mift''S7

I

',i

i

- ll,rrt: F-'r'.r
T :*J !.-+tt-'-

- 
+r'|r.lLir' :i1ljt-l

Ai.lilr!:. L.r_r'nr1

.t&\'$r+_._
t=lv:,.+ d\

\.\.\\.
\

t -^--vL
r.\s\

..Soulft Attrrn;" 
- '\

MOVEMEHT$ OF OTHEF .
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