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'T i T u t '3 .2  The Reality of the Fisher Com m unity in fJ'fzg& s A ’A i1lK A. /s S  2  O

Tlie research conducted by women animators for a period o f  6 m onths 
Cqj highlighted the follow ing issues in the traditional fisher com m unity in the area
^  afore m entioned. The issues for which we resolute to eliviate given as

'  ^  follows:

1. Educational Issues
fX- ^  hi accordance with the general findings o f  Fisher Com m unity in Sri
x  v, Lanka, the educational standard o f fisher-folk is very low compared to
^  S other sectors. This illiteracy result in the negligence o f  health care which
^  | create m alnutrition and sanitation which cost in increasing plagues and
v  ^  death rate specially in the fisher community. The statistics given below

^  explains then- educational positions.
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'  ^  £
^  A bove m entioned 6%  who have not attended school cannot read or

write. The findings o f  the research highlighted the low incom e rate, lack 
' ^ o f  school facilities and marginalization o f  com m unity as the main

im pact o f  getting the general education.

Percentage o f  School Attendance: Percentage

Children never seen a school 6 %

,, from  grade 1 to grade 5 22 %

,, ,, 6 to . 8 28 %

9 to . 1 1 16 %

study for G.C.E (O/L) 20 %

study for G.C.E. (A/L) 8 %

2. Incom e Percentage

Population earn betw een Rs. 500/- to Rs. 1000/- 27 %

99 9 * Rs. 1000/- to Rs. 1500/- 03 %

99 9 9 Rs. 1500/- to Rs 2000/- 11 %

59 9? Rs. 2000/- to Rs. 2500/- 07 %

9? 99 Rs. 2500/- to Rs. 3000/- 22 0 /
/ o

99 99 Rs. 3000/- to Rs. 3500/- 22 %

earn above Rs. 3500/- 08 %
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The above statistics explains that 70% - 75%  o f  the fisher population is 
below  poverty line. With the increase o f  cost o f  living they step into 
fam ine day by day as the family m em bership is 4-8 and the income is 
not sufficient even to provide one meal a day for the family.

3. Rate o f  Expenditure on Food:

20 - 50 % o f the income spend on food by 40 %

51 - 71 % - do - 44 %

72 - 82 % - do - 12 %

83 - 93 % - do - 04 %

The 4 and 12 % who spend above 82% o f  their incom e are the bread 
w inners who have exert morning till night to earn their living. In 
calculation with the statistics above show  that 60%  o f  the fisher 
com m unity spend the maximum on food items. This result in their never 
ending property for which not even our sovereignity find a solution.

Norm ally in the third world counties those who comes under poverty 
level spend 80% o f  their income on food items. It is not due to their 
lavish expenditure, but their earnings not sufficient even to meet then 
daily bread . Government had taken steps like, JANASAVIYA, 
SAM URDI, to eliviate this poverty issue. But, w ith the coming trend in 
privatising on open marketing policy planning o f  G overnm ent this type 
o f  developm ent steps become pipe dream s to com m unity development.

In the short period o f  1 1 years that has taken steps on privatisation to 
avert poverty level increase in rapid succession. In the midst o f  this . all 
benefits o f com m erce , agio, and industrialisation goes to 20%  of the 
elite multi national sector in the society. W hen the policy m akers takes 
steps to facilitate necessaries for the hounds in the high society, it is 
pathetic to think why they do not attempt to im prove the standard o f 8% 
poor who had helped them to come into parliam ent.

4. Expenditure increase on Vices

It is identified the underm entioned habits for w hich they spend as much 
as they spend on home consumption which distribute among 4-6 
m em bers in the family.
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% of the Income Spend ing Percentage

1 Liquor 05 - 15% 48 %

2. Smoking 16 - 26% 15 %

3. Gambling 27 - 37% 1 1 %

4. Entertaining 38 - 
(feasts & functions)

48% 12 %

5. Films, Drama 49 - 59% 08 %

6. Sex Abuses 60 - 70% 08 %

The above research analysis stressed that the m axim um  o f  their daily 
incom e they exhaust on their personal pleasures at the risk o f  sending 
their w ives and children to poverty and destitution. Even with 
reluctance we have to highlight that the affected com m unity never 
curtail or lesson their addiction even in the instances o f  low  income. In 
such occasions they inflict further debit on the debt rate  o f the family.

5. A verage Membership o f  a Family in the Fisher C om m unities

Family M embership Percentage o f  the Community

01 03 m em bers 18 %

04 06 49 %

07 10 29 %

11 14 04 %

The above statistics stressed that 04-06 m em bered fam ily % is the 
average membership in the fisher com m unity which could be 
overlooked. As normal i f  they did not felt the hardship to provide 
sufficient protenal diet to retain their health and vigor which is 
hereditory  to fisher com m unity during recent past (in late  1960) in 
w hich they provided abundant protein from fish consum ption alone

B ut, as a result o f  low income they have to self o f f  m axim um  o f  their 
catch  to earn a living at the risk o f finding alternative to substitute the 
protein  which they should get in order to retain the ir health.



6. Population ra te  who adopt m e a t . Fish . Eggs as substitution :
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V ariety o f  Food Consumption Rate

C onsum ption o f  meat 24 %

Consum ption o f  fish 99 %

C onsum ption o f  Eggs 74 %

Consum ption o f  all 3 varieties 20 %

The above specim en h ighlight that 99%  o f  Fisher Community lived 011 
fish. But due to the scarcity  o f  fish catch to get an income after 
separation 011 hom e consum ption they have to adopt substitution as 
given above chart in order to retain their health. But, for the reason o f 
not getting 011 sufficient incom e to provide above substitution the find 
solace on the prom otion o f  serials which gives protein to moderate 
malnutrition which induce m ultiple ailm ents to m others and children.

7. Serial Consum ption Rate in Fisher Community:

Name o f  Serial Consumption Percentage

Dhal 100 %

Greengram 16 %

Beans (C ow pea) 01 %

Gram 29 %

The above chart indicate that dhal is most popularized serial among 
fisher comm unity. It is no t because that the serial gives the m axim um  
protein value to balance the protein they for not obtaining fish But, it 
enrich taste o f  the meal m inim ising the loss o f  appreciation the children 
lost when they  do not get a m eal with fish they were used to.

8. Provision o f  Calories R ate in Fisher Com m unity meals

In the consum ption o f  starch and protein rate that the humanity obtain 
out o f then  daily consum ption , the international measurement is 
calculated in calorie kilos. In that m easure we undermention the 
amounts o f  calories they obtain out o f  their daily consumption.



Provision Rate o f  C alories in F isher Community
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Daily Calorie C onsum ption Rate o f  Consumption

1000 - 1500 Fisherfolk 06 %0
1500 - 2000 31 %
2000 - 2500 33 %
2500 - 3000 18 %
Above 3000 12 %

The above statem ent focus that m ajority o f  the comm unity cannot obtain 
the necessary amount o f  nourishm ents in their daily bread while a 
m ajority percentage enjoy excessi\e  amount which result in the 
acquisition o f  diseases w hich derives due to additional supply o f 
vigor. At the same tim e, m ajority % o f  community suffer due to 
m alnourishm ent. This itse lf  explains in the injustice o f  distribution o f 
fish resources in the nam e o f  Fisher Development oriented 011 export 
market.

9. Birth W eight o f  Babies:

1 kg to 1 ‘/2 kg 01 %

1 ‘/2 kg to 2 kg 12 %

2 kg to 2 ‘/2 kg 30 %

2 >/2 kg to J kg 37 %

birth above J kg 20 %

Generally 2 V2 kg o f  weight at the birth o f a child is accepted as healthy in 
Sri Lanka. Records show the m alnutrition rate is nearly 43%  in the 
community. But their health conditions deplete due to low income rate and 
low education to understand sanitary processes and child care. Eventhough 
there is a special child care p rogram s ran by the governm ent sponsored by 
UNICEF, it do not appear to reach Coastal Fisher Community.
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EDUCATIONAL STANDARD IN  FISHERIES SECTOR
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PERCENTAGE OF EXPENDITURE ON FOOD CONSUMPTION 
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RATE OF DAILY PROTEIN (CALLARY) CONSUMPTION
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RATE OF WEIGHT AT BIRTH
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3.1 NEGOMBO SECRETARIAL DIVISION
MAP SHOWING THE VILLAGES 
WHERE WE (F .D .S .C .) WORK

W O R K IN G  V ILLA G E S  

A D D IT IO N A L N E W  VILLAGES

1 72 ■BALUPOTHA

2 72 A D ALU P O TH A  EAST

3 - 73 ETTU KALA

4 73 A KU D APAD U W A

5 - 73 B K U D A P A D U W A / NORTH

6 - 73 C KU D APAD U W A  / SOUTH

7 - '74; © A LU W A K O T U W A

8 *74 A © A LU W A K O T U W A  /  EAS?T

9 75 K U TTID U W A

10 - 75 A PALANG ATURA

11 76 P A L L A N S E N A / SOUTH

12 9 7 P A LLA N S E N A  / NORTH

13 - 77 A KAM M A LTU R E

14 - 78 K O C H C H IK A D E

15 156 M U N N A KK A R A

16 156 A M U N N A K K A R A /N O R T H

17 - 156 B M U N N A K K A R A /E A S T

18 t 5 6  C S IR IW A R D E N A  PLACE

19 157 8 0 L A W A L A N A

20 - 157 A KU R AN A

21 - 157 B KU R AN A EAST

22 158 S E A  STR EET __

23 - 158 A S E A  STR E ET / SOUTH

24 - 158 B S E A  S T R E E T /E A S T

25 - 159 PER IYA M U LLA

26 159 A H U N U PIT IYA

27 160 UDAYAR THO PPU

28 160 A TALAD U W A

29 - 160 B U DAYAR THO PPU  /  SOUTH

30 161 A AN G U R U K A R A M U LLA

31 - 162 PITIPANA

32 - 162 A DUWA

33 162 B PITIPANA / SOUTH
34 - 162 C PITIPANA / EAST
35 162 D PITIPANA/CENTRAL
36 - 363 ^ALAHENA
37 - *163 A KEPUNGODA

38 - 163 B SETHTHAPPADUWA
39 16 3  C DUNGALPITIYA



THE PRESENT STRUCTURE OF THE INTEGRATED FISHER WOMEN ORGN1ZATION
( I . F . W . O . )

STRUCTURE OF THE I.F.W.O. - 2000 - 2003
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Aluthkuruwa Thalahena D.ungalpitiya Seththappaduwa Pitipana



2. 3 STRUCTURES
STRUCTURE OF I.S.F.O. FOR 2000 - 2003

1. FDSO - Fisheries Development S o lida rity  Centre
2. IFWC - Integrated F isher W omen O rganization
3. F.C.O - F isher’s C hildren O rganization
4. NDFEC - Negombo D is tric t F ishers S o lida rity  Com mittee
5. NAFS'0 - National F isheries S o lidarity

Description of the I.S.F.O. Structure:
(A) The v illage rs  w here  fish e rm e n  groups are fo rm ed  - 12 v illage rs
(B) Generl body of the In tegra ted  Sm all F isheries O rgan iza tion  (IS F O )

The general body m eets eve ry  fo u r m onths to re v ie w  / asses its expans ion  , a c tiv itie s  and to plan fu tu re  p rog ram m es and a lso to  lay dow n policy.
(C) W ork ing  C om m ittee - The w ork ing  co m m itte e  consists  of the P res ident. S ecre ta ry  and T re a su re r o f the  IS FO  and a m em ber fro m  each 

v illage  where g roups exists.
(D) The s ta ff o f the FD SC , the s ta ff o f the IF W O  (In tegra ted  F ishe r W o m e n  O rgan iza tion ) , N egom bo  D ist. F ishe rm en  S o lida rity  C om m ittee ,

(N D FC ), National F isheries  S o lida rity  O rgan isa tion  (N A FS O ) and the  FD SC  C hild ren  S ection  supports  the well fun c tio n in g  o f the 
n tegrated Sm all F ishe rm en  O rgn iza tion . (IS FO )



THE PRESENT S T R U C TU R E  OF THE INTEGRATED FISHER CHILDREN ORGANIZATION (FCO)
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STRUCTURE OF THE FCO 2000 - 2003

Eg.

■MAHAWATTA CHURCH ROAD DALUPOTA SUDUW ELLA SIRIWARDANA PLACE

(A)

Description of the F.C.O. Structure :
(A) The Villagers where children groups are formed - 12 villages
(B) General Body of the Fisheries Children Organisations (FCO)
(C) Workig Team - The working team consists of the President, Secretary, Treasurer o f the FCO and a leader from each children group.
(D) Supporting Groups - The staff of the F.D.S.C. staff and I.W.F.O and ISFO working team members.
N.B. During the past 3 years we have enro led add itiona l villages covering  about 04 new  villages.


