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Movement against WTO and Opening Import of Rice in Korea in 2000

The a g r i c u l t u r e  of Ko rea has faced c r i s i s  of c o l l a p s e  due to openness of t r ade  s in ce  

Uruguay Round. Koreas  a g r i c u l t u r e  is under the governments r e s t r u c t u r i n g  based on 

n e o - l i b e r a l  p o l i c i e s ,  wh ich  pursues  the enlargement  of the m i n o r i t y  and w i l l  be 

c o l l a p s i n g  midd le  and sma l l  fa rmers  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the m a j o r i t y  of the fa rmers .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  women fa rmers  s t a t u s  as a p roducer  is g e t t i n g  u n s t ab le .  And the r e a l i t y  

of Ko reas  a g r i c u l t u r e  and women fa rmers is tha t  more women fa rmers a r e  engaging  

a d d i t i o n a l l y  in low-wage labor to p r e s e r v e  farm f a m i l i e s  low income, such as work at 

r e s t a u r a n t s  and in a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  complexes and s e r v i c e  bus ines s ,  w h i l e  

they have f a l l e n  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wage la bo r e r s .

F i g h t  a g a i n s t  K o r e a - C h i l e  F r e e  T ra de  Agreement

Now one f r e e  t r ade  agreement r e p r e s e n t i n g  WTO is  unae'  n e g o t i a t i o n  in Korea.  The 

f i r s t  op po s i t e  p a r t y  for  f r e e  t r ade  n e g o t i a t i o n  is C h i l e .  The problem r a i s e d  he re  is 

th a t  C h i l e  is a huge a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p o r t e r .

The Korean Government i s  now n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  the v iew to conc lude t h i s  f r e e  t r ade  

agreement w i t h  C h i l e  w i t h i n  t h i s  yea r ,  w h i l e  Korean a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups and s c h o l a r s  

in Korea a re  d i s p l a y i n g  f i g h t s  demanding the government exc lude  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p a r t  

from the n e g o t i a t i o n ,  showing the r e s u l t  tha t  i f  i t  is i nc luded ,  the loss in Koreas  

agr i cu11ure  w i l l  be huge.

A c t i v i t i e s  to  p r o t e c t  our  r i c e ,  i n p r e p a r a t i o n  fo r  th e  r e - n e g o t i a t i o n  in

In Uruguay Round in 1995, Korea ach ieved 10 yea r s  d e l a y  in imposing a custom d u t y  on 

r i c e .  And, up to now, the import  guota  of r i c e  has been up to 4% of the ou tpu t  

produced in Korea.  However, the Korea Government is now p roceed ing  w i t h  the p o l i c y  of 

r e d uc t i o n  of r i c e  p r o du c t i o n  w i t hou t  any n e g o t i a t i o n  of the r e - n e g o t i a t i o n  near at 

hand, p rem is in g  t ha t  the r e - n e g o t i a t i o n  in 2004 w i l l  conc lude complete opening.  Given 

the government  in t r oduced  Compensat ion System for Res t i ng  R i c e - F i e l d  as one of the 

p o l i c i e s  for  the r e d uc t i o n  of r i c e  p roduc t io n ,  the s i t u a t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  r u sh in g  up to 

the open ing  of r i c e  import  at  p o l i c y  l e v e l .

C u r r e n t l y ,  fa rmers ,  womens, c i v i l  and env i ro nmenta l  groups a l t o g e t h e r  have 

c o n s t i t u t e d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  A g r i c u l t u i e  R e v i v i n g  Network,  w i t h  the import  that  

fa nners ,  consumers and a l l  the people e a t i n g  r i c e  shou :: p r o t e c t  out a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

a re  s t a r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  the f ramework.

WTO Negot i a t i o n s

WTO n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i l l  be c o n t i n u i n g  and have been comp e ted  by 2004. Korea has the 

bas ic  goal  to ach ie ve  d u r i n g  those WTO n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  which  is to be g r an t ed  the 

s t a t u s  of a deve l op i ng  c o un t r y ,  toge the r  w i t h  o t he r  aims such as p r o t e c t i o n  of Koreas  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and foc-d s o v e r e i g n t y ,  w h i l e  the ant i-WTO movement is r ep resen ted  by a 

coun te r  movement aga in s t  the opening of r i c e  impor t.  Th is  is because r i c e  is the 

p r i n c i p a l  food in Korea and has impor tance in terms of food s o v e r e i g n t y .

A lso ,  s in ce  6 .1o  J o i n t  D e c l a r a t i o n  announced by South and No r th  Korean h ig h  r an k i ng  

o f f i c i a l s  in 2000, the mood f a v o r a b l e  for  u n i f i c a t i o n  is now be ing  he igh t ened  more 

than eve r .  Given Koreas  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n ,  South Korea has a task  to a l s o  produce 

the food to be consumed in No r t h  Korea.  E s p e c i a l l y ,  fcod s o v e r e i g n t y  in the u n i f i e d  

c o un t r y  wou ld  p l a y  a more importan t  r o l e  than now.
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P re p a ra t io n  for the coun ter movement aga in s t  WTO and the opening of r i c e  

impor t

■ Korean Women Fa rmers A s s o c i a t i o n  (KWFA) has pe r fo rmed a propaganda f a r e  to oppose 

WTO and the opening of r i c e  import four t imes  t h i s  ye a r ,  which  occur red  

s im u l t a n e o u s l y  in v a r i o u s  c i t i e s  and co un t i e s .  Each of c i t i e s  and c o u n t i e s  s e l e c t e d  

a way f i t t i n g  i t s  own le ve l  of a c t i v i t y  for  the propaganda f a r e  at mar ke t s  and is 

now p roceed ing  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  educa t io n .

•We a r e  making a l l  e f f o r t s  to get p repa red  for  a fa rmers  l a r g e- sca le  s t r u g g l e ,  which 

0 .3  m i l l i o n ,  a f o u r t h  of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  (4 m i l l i o n )  w i l l  ga th e r  fo r .  

As r e f l e c t e d  in the t i t l e  of the s t r u g g l e  is Ant -WTO and No open ing  of r i c e  

impor t !  No Ko rea-Ch i le  F ree  Trade Agreement!  , Ko rea is now f u l l  of feve r  aga in s t  

WTO and the opening of r i c e  impor t .

■National and Democra t ic  groups in Korea have t h e i r  own spec ia l  commi t tee  of ant i-WTO, 

de fend ing  food s o v e r e i g n t y  and secu r in g  labor bas ic  l i g h t s  and a r e  seek ing  women s 

r o l e  through Women s A c t i o n  Group for  the P r o t e c t i o n  of Our R ic e  in s id e  the 

spec ia l  commit tee.

Counter movement ag a in s t  WTO by women (consumers, mothers) and a l l  the  

peop I e

■We a re  sugges t ing  a campaign of c o l l e c t i n g  10 m i l l i o n  s i g n a t u r e s  (1/4  of the Korea 

p o p u l a t i o n )  in o rde r  for  the whole p o pu l a t i o n  to sha r e  the an tagon ism aga in s t  WTO 

and the opening of r i c e  import  at i t s  h ig h  p i t c h  among Korean fa rmers .  We m a i n t a i n  

that  the r o l e  of women who a re  housewives r e s p o n s i b l e  for meals and consumers is 

v e r y  importan t  and have p l ans  to a c t i v e l y  d i s p l a y  10 mi I I ion peop le  s ig n a t u r e -  

c o l l e c t i n g  campaign w i t h  o th e r  women s groups.

Women s A c t i o n  Group for  the P r o t e c t i o n  of Our R ice  c o n s i s t s  of A c t i o n  Groups of 

Women Fa rmers,  Households and Women S tuden ts ,  hav ing  proceeded w i t h  p ress  

i n t e r v i e w s  of women groups ne twork ,  women s a c t i v i t i e s  in r u r a l  commun i t ies ,  

propaganda fa re s  and s i g n a t u r e - c o l l e c t i n g  campaigns. Each a c t i o n  g roup is a c t i v e l y  

p e r fo rm in g  the educa t ion  of the impor tance of r i c e  in terms of food s o v e r e i g n t y  

and 10 m i l l i o n  peop le  s i g n a t u r e - c o l l e c t i n g  campaign is going  to be through 2003 

and 2004, s t a r t i n g  t h i s  ye a r .  F i n a l l y ,  WTO and opening import of r i c e  w i l l  be 

b locked by the whole p o p u l a t i o n .


