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BASULTA Inc.
Basilan Sulu  Tawi-Tawi Federa
tion of Famers and Fisherfo lks 
A ssocia tions, Inc.

KAMMMPI
Kapatiran ng Malayang Maliliit 
na Mangingisda ng P ilipinas

KASAM AKA
Katipunan ng mga Sam ahang 
M am am ayan sa Kanayunan

GGL
Gabay ng G intong Layunin

GIOS Samar Gugma
han Maqueda Bay Iguin Undong 
han O rgan isasyon  Sam arnon

MAMAMAYAN -  PAKISAM A
M alayang Mangingisda para 
M agpaunlad sa Yaman ng 
Nayon -  Pambansang Kilusan 
ng Sam ahang M agsasaka

PAN GISDA

Progresibong A lyansa  ng 
Mangingisda ng Pilip inas

PRONET
Provincia l Netw ork of Resource 
M anagers

PKSK
Pam bansang Katipunan  
ng Sam ahan sa Kanayunan

SA M AM A -AM A
Sam ahan ng Maliliit na 
Mangingisda -An iban  ng 
Manggagawa sa Agriku ltu ra

VISN ET
V isayas Netw ork o f CBCRM 
P rac tit ione rs

2001 Philippine fishery exports reached 
108,500 M T valued at j> 311.58 million. In the 

same year, fishery imports reached 157,270 M T 
valued at j 60 05 million. A lthough the Philip
pine government regulates the importation of 

fish, smuggling, undocumented and illegal totm s 
o f fish importation have been reported-

Imported fresh, chilled and frozen fish mainly supplies the local 
canning industry. This trading system poses a negative effect on 
small producers as canneries would be dependent on imported 
fish. Locally available fish is usually sold at twice the price o f 
imported fish. The Philippine government takes advantage o f 

foreign subsidies and low prices o f imported fish. Asa result, gov
ernment neglects the development o f  municipal (small-scale) 
fisheries.

W ith the growing concern on the effects o f importation on mu
nicipal fisherfolk, a group offisherfolkorganizations in consul
tation with Tambuyog Development Center organized efforts 
to immediately address the issue. The basis o f  unity and de
mands to government are 1) ban the importation and smug
gling offish, 2) provide subsidies for municipal fisheries, and 3) 
implement an effective fisheries management regime and pov
erty alleviation programs.

For more informat ion contact Arsen io  N. Tanchuling, Executive D irector -  Tambuyog Deve lopment Center. Telfax (02) 

926 -4415 ,  (02) 9 2 8 -8 2 8 9 ;E-ma il  adm in @ tam bu yo g .o rg . Pablo  Rosa les ,  spokesperson  - K i iusang  M ang ing isda  (02) 

433 -5885  / (0919) 737 -4684 ,  Bon ifac io  Feder izo ,  spokepe rson  -  K i iu sang  Mang ing isda  (0917)  950-9391

mailto:admin@tambuyog.org
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In May 2002 the Movement for Fisheries

Industry Development 

(Kilusan p̂ r̂  sa Pagpapaunlad 

ng Industriya ng Pangisdaan) or 

Fisherfolk Movement 

(Kilusang Mangingisda or km) 

was organized •

comprehensive development o f 
Philippine fisheries industries 

centered on coastal fisheries.

mission
to engage in national and inter
national campaigns against the 
entry o f  World Trade Organiza
tion into Philippine fisheries".

ftera decadeoflull in fisherfolk cog I i tion work, Kilusang Mangingisda is now 
recognized by media and government as a network which lobbies for the agenda 
of small fisherfolk. Kilusang Mangingisda is a loosecoaiition composed o f national 
and regional fisherfolk organizations, federationsand alliances which agrees to pur
sue its agenda through concerted advocacy mobilizations in the international, na
tional provincial and local levels ofpolicy engagements.
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Achievements
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To heighten public 
awareness on the impad^JSr 
o f  importation on fisheries, »  
Kilusang Mangingisda gave 
press releases, advisories and 
media briefings. A  consistent 
and concerted mobilization 
o f  Kilusang Mangingisda was 
conducted in M ay 2002  
culminating on May 31 (N a 
tional Fisherfolk Day). Re
gional mobilizations were 
also undertaken. News ar
ticles were published in ma
jor newspapers, news seg
ments items in AB5-CBN, 
G M A  7, Net 25 and inter
views on radio viz. fish smug
gling.
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K i l u s a n g  
Mangingisda requested a dia
logue with the Secretary o f 
A g ricu ltu re  - Leonardo 
M ontem ayor on M ay 51, 
2 0 0 2  but did not push 
through due to  the 
unavailablity o f  the secre
tary. Since Kilusang 

M angingisda wanted to  
meet with no less than the 
secretary, the dialogue had 
to be postponed until June 
27, 2002.

As a result, signifi- 
jnt discussions points and 

resolutions were made. 
Kilusang Mangingisda is now 
included in the DA's Anti- 
Smuggling Task Force and 
was recently included in the 
discussions on fisheries trade 
negotiation . Kilusang 
Mangingisda is now a key and 
critical factor in the pursuit 
o f a fisheries industry plan 
with the municipal fishery 
sector as the cornerstone o f 
Philippine fisheries develop
ment.

Banilad Declaration
I  n September 2002 , 3 national consultation on fisheries subsides an4 market access 

was convened in Cebu City, Philippines. A  national survey on perceived impacts o f  fisheries 
susbsidies in municipal fisheries was conducted among 70 national fisherfolk leaders. This 
survey shows that a bout 85% o f  fisheries support programs or subsidies to Philippine munici
pal fisheries are non-existent, 15 % insufficient and 5 % sufficient. O fthe six fisheries support 
programs, fisheries management and conservation programs are perceived to be sufficient 
while direct assistance to fishers and fisheries workersare non-existent. The rest are insuffi
cient.

Highlights ofthe national consultation were disseminated as the "The Banilad Declaration". 
The Banilad Declaration and recognizesthree major issues regarding fisheries trade liberaliza
tion.



Major Issues
Food security

More than 60% ofour cheap protein requirement is derived from fi'sb. if we pursue an export oriented fishery 
production, we are putting the country's food security at risk particularly our capacity to be food self-sufficient. 
Thecou ntry's food sovereignty is also compromised as we lose control osr&'c foo^ supply.

Health
This goes hand in hand with the issue o f foo4 security wherein peoples access to safe and nutritious food 

should be guaranteed- The use o f chemical in the preservation o f fish is detrimental to peoples health.

Livel i hoods
A  large portion o f out- population depends on fishing for their livelihood. Opening the flood
gates to imported fish will threaten the livelihood o f the municipal fisherfolks.

Common Stand and Demands
Responding to  the challenges o f  the ti 
fo llow ing principles that will guide our 
issues.

1. Ph ilipp ine  Fisheries for F ilip inos 
which is enshrined in the Philippine Con
stitution and the Fisheries Code.

2 . Food Security and Food Sovereignty 
which asserts that priority should be given 
to addressing the food needs o f  the do
mestic population over exports of food 
and food products for the world market.

5. Incom e and Livelihood Security is 
the obligation oftbe state to create con
ditions that provide opportunities for its 
citizens to have jobs and livelihoods to 
supporttheir needs.

mes, the m unicipal fisherfolks adhere to  the 
analysis and actions on the above m entioned

4-. Ecological Integrity recognizes that life flows 
through the environmentand preserving its in
tegrity is key to any initiative to develop and 
manage our fishery resources.

5. Social Justice should be given to advancing 
the interest o f  municipal fisherfolks and mu
nicipal fisheries, that make up the majority in 
the fishing industry, in any discussions on trade 
over the interest o f profiteers (e.g. commercial 
and aquaculture sector) rests on the principle 
ofsocial justice.

6. Solidarity and unity within the Sector rec
ognizes the strong need for unity within the 
municipal fishing sector in order to face the 
challenges and threats to the sector.

KM Activities for 2003 - 2005
To continue ongoing negotiations in Task Force 
- FisheriesSubsidiesand Market Access from 
2003 - 2005

To engage in the selection o f National Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources Mangement Council 

(N FA R M O  by 2003

( t o

Tosustain engagements in Municipal Fish 
eriesand Aquatic Resources Man,gement- 
Council (M FARMC) and I ntegrated 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Mangement Cou ncil (IFARM C)on  key 
issues from 2003 - 2005

Block Fisheries Code Review by 2003

Critical participation in 2004 National elections


