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INTRODUCTION: FISHERIES AS A RESEARCH INTEREST

I

I

The complexiiy and challenqes of the freld

Frsher les as an economrc basrs f or I rf e seem t.o have an

overwhelmrng impact on peoples inst rtut rons, I IVes , VsIues 
'

pr ror t t res and symbo I5 .

R ight now the f ishery popu}at ron in several socret ies both ln

the Nor thern and the southern hemrsphere are fneet rng

tremendous chal lenges. Pol rt rcians , experts, beauraucrats and

some rnhabr t,ants - descr rbe the s ituat ron of today as

a srtuatlon of crisis or a srtuatron of "many problems". In

rnany cagcE researchers wrII say Ehat these oroblerns are

problems of the pherrfery or problems of areas of development

The challenqes can be reLatecl tr: rJtfferertt oroblelns:

resclurce problems, technologrcal pro[)Ienrs, markeclpt-obIems'

recrrr ltment problems, t)r-ob.Lerns <.rf know Le<1qe ancl edlt<:at ton,
problenrs of lack of local rnf ltrence efc.

I lhrs paper has to be seen rrr reJatrotr to L7 years of work
wrth research ln Ehe frelds of frsherles. I wrll also
rnenl ron Lhat I have been tnsprred by t,alks wrth members of tlre
WorI<j Councrl of Churches, a NORAD deleqatron <:f f rshermerl and
admrnrstrators and sclentrsts on f rshery quest lons maln.iy f rom
the 3rd wor ld (Members of Internat ronal CoI lect rve rn
support of Frshworkers, ICFS) , and wrth frshery workers,
f rshermen , f lsherrnen's wrf €s, among thern women act tve tn the
improvement of the frslrermen*s and fisheryfamtltes' condltror']s
ln Frnnrnark County, Norway and Tar rrne County , Tan zan ra . I
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Another trart of the srtuatron rs that some ,cf the pr-obiems

have been reported f or a long t rme, whr Ie others are rnore

current problems . Uhen I f or example f rrst started t o cJo

research ln Frnnmark, the drfferent act rvrt ies of the Frnnmark

f isher res where expandrng. The rndustr raI plants faced

recru r trnent problems . The f rshermen f rom the Northern Norway '

complarned about the trawlers and the overf ishing of capl in

by boats owned by frshermen from the Sothern part of Norway.

The f ishery popu lat ron rn the North fought at the same t ime,

also a hard f rght to avord rnembership of the Eureopean

Commun r ty because they fe It that the f rshery resources were

treathened . Such events f oI lowed & sclent:.f ic and pot rt rca{-

debate of what k rnd of socret res which represented qood ways

of I rvrng ( Brox f956 ) . Brox based hrs ref lect rons and

analysrs on hrs experience frorn smalI communrLies based ollL

both f rshrng and agrlcult.ure in combrnatron.

As a student
" su ccessf u I "

grve *"f the

of the ear Iy 7O -ies I therefore wanted

communrty as my basis for rny studies-
chancg to study "ways to 5ucce55",r-., Jtv

to find a

This cou ld
i't ,

J^,g 
h a+!,t ,

t
t

$

As the time r*ent oh, the analysrs
interprctition of the social and

elaboratcd. f"ty interest changeld
t o f ocus tnore on Process and t he

and my own knowledge and the
cultural, phenomenas was

from focusing oh "success"

const ant changes .

I obtarned a deeper understandment
Iocal culture, the social organrzat
the changrng role of men and hromen-

of the complexrtY of the
ion, the locaI PoI rt ics and

ion. fhus I also
relatrons to the

l"ly rna r n met hod was

deve I oped 'deeper f r
inhabrtants.

particrpant observat
iandshrDs and socral

The sc l ent
therefore

rf ic analysrs
identrfy with

and the oatlS I
Krrsten HastruP

rfe were
's way of

rnterwtrted.
expressrfl.l



wl'-ren she wr r t es :

" The f i e ldwork ls a process where' the ethnograpf ier

aIl the trme Is ln a posrtlon of berng createC.

Thrs can remrnd us of a relat ronshrp of Love wrth

seduct ron , devotedness and change'':

The change rs so basrc that rt ls drff
the lovers have had therr own ldent rt
Seductron (from the language of Love)

the relrgrous language ) point out

rcu lt to understand how

ies. These methaPhors:
and berng created ( from

that we are not sPeakrng

about a hrstor rcal concept - The real it'y descr rbed by

f reldwqrker thus is a changing real rty #"n somet imes

corresponds wrth the inhabttants, poI it rcans and other

wr iters, sornetlmes however the reality diSers. (Hastrup

1e88 ) .

€

s

Dur rng thrs t ime , I also understod more c lear ly that I. did not

on I y descr rOed and anaf yzed local commun it ies 1 br.tlt
f ishery cornmunities

L.2- Fishery as a basls for an analytlcal lnterest

Fisherres as a field of studying have experienced to grve

scientlflc output by giving an emprr tcal context to qeneral

theor ret, models and concepts ( F rr th , L932, Bar th , 1966 , DahI

Jacobsen 1954 , Brox, L972, tJade r L97 4) '

In Norway the foundat lon to a "socrology of the Frsher ies" was

created during the L97C-ies and t98O-.,t?,t , Gerrard, 1975 og

1983 , l9E6 , HE 1 lenstvedt 1980 , l,.. l'4 ikalsen

og Sagdahl l96t , Jentof t 19El 1987, Hersoug f 983 1987, [ladel

.rnd Jentoft 1984, Jentoft and t"likalsen 19E7.

Several of these contributions have consentradeO on the

f:.shermen's challengeS, of formal organrzattons and problems

of f rshery pol it ics.
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tfrer-efore have a SrLUal-Ion hrl)er-e NOrweglan tisirerv

:-eserch malnly has rts bases lrr tlre formaj- a:]pecLs 9r
I if e wnl le ttre rnf ormal aspects ar-e lacklnif ln sf,'lt e

: i,tnlt' rcarlce of peopie' 5 Irves -

: hioweV€t- exept rons_ - Gerrard

i'r83, KrlsLensen fggW

4a

L9'/ 5 an d 88, 'dacler

as examp I es

art rJ

of
Jr

tt-

f r_ itese e>olpt rons -

s

,r/.j,:1e. j ,ari,:l 'jentcf t's system of employment are well knowtr f or
;,;;,; .^,!, r ,:l er:.lclem tc sLLtdents. llv owrl consepts artd Eheor- les

lc;-;r.r i i're .,/i,irnet't as coordrnators atlcJ key-persons of the smal- I
,.:,i..- l-,ii.,:1 i Fr.slrerl-et; and t-lre f lsrrelrreS w<;r'k ,:tt;Llvl.Iras a5 a

!+,rv ii- i..r.',{?. i"rave beerr rr'rsprred by the Stuclreg ot' Irfe arrcl

Lr,,,i[.. ;,, .:tti-rLf.:f f i-$hlflg WLIl;fqg-

j ire cori,:er:t s and theor lesi developed and used In the

irlor-wueL.-.rr-r f :-=hery research of Eoday tl'rus ntainly ar-e created

Dv meaps gf data from Ngrwegtan cultural Setttrrgs, and we

L:3n Li^,erefor-e ask whether the concepts and theorres can be

frr.,;rr.fui ln other cultural contexts. Kalland (f986) and Beyer

3r<-rr-,i-r i ie86) have focused on the f rshery culture ]r'l other

con'- exts . A relevant guest ion is whether a comparat rve

L)er'scectrv can widen the Eheoretrcal possibrlrtes and br rng

us ,t step further in searchlng for general trarLs- Ily

ir-,tr-lment for a comparative perspective rs that f rshery as a

{llr r i ural f rarne creates both srrnllar it res and drf f erences as

rdr r:= inen'5 and hromen'5 srtuatron and conrJrLlons are

con.;erried. I tl-rerefore frnd rt rnterestttlg to try to use Ll-trs

.i r(rir,rr-..-trtr-:V Lo r-eveaI sorne of Slmilarrf res art<l dt'f f ererl()eS ;Ind

i-o =-:? wr-r€r.tler- comparrsc)n can be an rttterestrng, bttt' arlot.her

; \/i,i , , r- ,:.rr:)a,t /t.-r()h thafl <leal Lflq Wf Llf <)ne St:CIety Oft IV.

l-J. A cultural and comparative approach

r'1'r, l:,ii irv \./rltrrrg lhts artrcLe t5 Ehus clor-tbIesrderj. i-ltt Lhe one

hanrJ i warrt to reveal Some cultural and unformal
()r.'i.i( il : a -. ronal a5pegtS Of tOday ' S ChaI Ienqe5; of the
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f r-5;r'i-ii-'1.e1;. 1;ci,f:.: tai Ly f € Lat;,r,:l i-<:, tlie \dr)rl'.tt'; r'ciLes. r-!n Lhc'

,J,:.i-re?|. l-,,rrrrl , I w.riiil- t-':.i 5i.-:iit-(.i-r tar'- S(JI'llti qt)i-]el-a-L t-fa.-lr-i:i. tjr.t

.:{f;it j V l_Ire a C)i.)riii'_}.-ri il.l viJ (iPr-.:)i.rfr{lL l.'\i F:r ai-i,l .-:tr..l'-{17 L1rr:i i'atff f-if f ref ent

i r.rr11:i:XtS, r irt.:{)ff i-o [:,C ai-rir: C'J ,ei-lc:r"eii=e t.iie (-ihJlitil. ajit.v,

Hy rnLer-e1;t ,-s [.ra=e<J rJn iny cr-c,55 (:Ll .l-t.ttraL ex.t]erLen()e and (.)arl

be expressed as followes: !{omer-r'5 role arld corltrrblttion to t'l-te *

matntalnance of t.he f rsnery ct-t lture rs llndercommrJnicate'l .

Thrs lras to be understood tn Lhe lrgl-rt of ttre low degree of

forrnallzatton of women's knowLedqe and organizatron. Thrs

becornes srgnrf rcarrt, ln the modernrzatron proce55 h,here ttre

loca I know Iedge and soc raI orqan I zat ron are chal lenged by

external agents of development lrke pCIIltrcal and interest

organrzattons ' experts etc- Thrs seerDs to sLrenght'en the

marnLatnance of tire male domi.nance rr'l f rsherles socretres atrd

cap Lead to new pr-oblems in Lhe modernllaLj.on process.

I =t]al I not Lry to test th:.s as a hyp}oLrresrs or present
"deep'' emptrrcal cJesCrIp_t-lorls " - I Shal. I rather try Lcr

,:ies,;i-.t-oe lrre a()c l.v Lt.y paL ter-n of llre f lslrer te$ wolnen arld bu r Icl

uf) a mo(1ei wlrr.ctr can lrelp uti to f <>r'nta.l .t Ze Ifnp()rtarrt: astJer-:tt;

of womerl'.; Lrv*S tl'l ftslrerleS dredS Or' 5()()t-ef teg-

I . S. t . Tro areas cultural srrnilarrtres and dif f erences

In the following I shall concentrate on my extr)er-rence fr-om Lwo

areas, one in the Northern and the Soutlrern hemtsphere' e g

sorne smaLl vrllages ln Frnnmark, Norway artcJ ln Tarirne Drstr-rcL

at the shores of Lake V rctor ta , Tan zan la 
'

The rea=;on for choosing Frnnrnark as an ar-ea of study' is
e.xplarrred on Ll-re prevtous pages. flre reason for choosing a

fanzapran vrIlage, iEs p()pulatrons and lllstrtutrons as a f:'eld

of researclr, tras rfs backqround rn rny Norweagrart experrellce-
ThrL)rj.th my Norweqlan resear<;lr experi.enCe attd thfOltqh

e.xpe1 repce ln tlre wornen's movemerrt, I lrave Seen tlrat Sonle

' For deeoer rle:ir.:r- rpt rons ancl artalv:;1s. 5ee (:,tfrard l..J75,

$

t

ll



g

6

aspects of the women's srtuatron rn f tshelyrelated areas ha,.ie

Errcceeded Lo be put on the pol rt rcal and scrent rf rc agenda .

Srnce Norway a Iso ls enqaged ln development of t he f rsher res

Ln Srd world countrles throuqh NORAD, rts polrtrcs and rts
consequences al^so becomes relevant to Norweglans bot.hs as

crtlcens and sctentrsLs. In my most optrnirstrc hours t

theref ore bel ieved that I could contr rbute tn grvrng let te.r

ar:quments to strengthen the Norwegian development pol rcy ln
the f relc] of the frsherres.and especlally on the women's

s:.Luat tons and condrtrons.

I .4. Focus of interest

This is my interests ancl background in order to pay attention
to the interrelation bet'reen gender, organization and

product lon of knowledge j.n different fisheries areas.

In this paper I shall therefore start out with some analytical
arguments. Then I will continue by going into some aspects
of the f r.sherles rromen's siEuation and try to build up a
simplrf j.ed model. FinalIy I start the dj'scusion about lhe
similarit j.es and contrasts especial'Iy in the Iight of women's

' 
po*ar an€l control.

2. PERSPECTIVE AND ANALYTICAL CHALLENGES: FORI'IALIZATION OF

KNOULEDGE, ORGANIZATION AND GENDER

2 . I . Developrnent and f ormal i zat ion of know ledge

I sha I I not on Iy try to get a bet t er understandrnq of the

advantages or drsadvantages by compar rng f rshery socret ies, I

also want to attack the problem of formal i zat lon of Iocal
know Iedge rn Bhe pher ipery . FormaI i zat ron of know ledge seem t o

have been considered more or less irnpl icit ly as a metaphor or

symbol of development and rnodernlzation. When local knowledqe

t
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ts formalrzed, rt becomes vrsrble and thus can be treated and

accepted ln other ways than the unh,rrtten knowledqe. The need

for formal r zed know ledge seem to be great ln contexts of
planned developrnent where the Iocal popu lat ron neet out srde

exper t s .

8y focustng on lhese aspects, rt does not mean that e

segregated roles of men and women, formal organizations and

Iack of formal rzed knowledge and local knowledge are

character rst ica that do not exists outside the per ipher ies -

such phenomenas can also be related to dom:-nated groups ln
gener a I . Hy bel ief , rs however that these trarts seern to
rnteract tn such a way that Lhey lead to drff icu It ies in
contro I and development of resourceF compared with fhe

rnterest groups in the center ( Jfr Gunder Frank L967 , Frelre
f 971) . Anton Hoem ( 197S ) and Sveinunq Eikelarrd ( 1989) have

focused on these processes in th Norweglan cultural context.
Lack of formal ization of knowledge usual Iy imply that
dectsrons on hrgher levels especrall.y tn publrc areas only to
a cer ta rn degree take unwr itten and unf ormal :. zed knowledge

rnto use when important decisrons as far as

developmentstrategies etc are taken . Unwr itten local knowledge

seerns often tO be overseen and treated ae; "myths" and

"unreliabel" by outsiders who does not know the local system

of t<nowlldge. In such situat ions solut ions created from
"outsidc" do easily fail. Hore and more they base therr
decisions on formalized knowledge. Thus we can also see a

t ight relat ion bethreen f ormal r zat ion of know Iedge , dec rs ion

and formal organizat ion. Also rn the frelds of organlsat tons '
especially In the field of industry and polrtrcs, the

formal i zed knowledge through research are taken rnto use both

rn bui lding up the structure and culture of the orqanrzatron
and rn therr decrsion makrng -

Z.Z. Formalizatlon of knouledge, education and organizatiort

The questron of formalizatron of knor*Iedge thus represenls

many chal lenges . In many socreE res the maln par t of the

c

*
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;1?-f '"! ;,ofii.rI.rLron frave lrad few year:j of formai sc;hool:-nq-
..iL, L i: now n,l5 bet:ndr'ii-ir,r. ,-ii5 tire F lsnerybased work

r;rsr-1t-r urlfOrmal SOClaJ.rZatlclrl . From the Nt'irw?'lIer'i

,' ;ir rip th.rL f()rrna L 5r:<: l-'3 L L z'--1L Lorl j"f?':'{t"l to

,rt j. ()n bt:LWeell qUal rf reCl alld Ul-lcitlal-t"i ieCl raTr-'r'k ':r'la

j+. iI r,ii HOefn .5ciV(5 ihaL i)er-:aUbe '-tf 
' Liltf ti<'JUtCt l-')n r--it i i-rr

elr . a iarqe part of tlre popr"ii.aLtorr Irl f 't^slrery, 3

Fr i.d relr-l(jeerhe;rrdinq irr Frnrrrnar k, was J^'':oktJrJ r-it)orl

IN

I
;. tf I r . r ! r I
-r I I

* '=s i-rii(-lL;jiitred workers" ( Hoem f978). Formallzatron of

knowl'g,J-ie i.hrouqh schooI Syst'ems Lhr'ts Iead Lo a hrerar-chY

c.i, i.irc,wIed.le u/rth the formallzed Seern krrowlege on tlre tOp of

t i e ir r ?r--arclrv . one rmpact of this, is that the product ron of

t'orrna I r :ed knowledge based on local exper rence f rom these

3ree5 lr-c f reLds of rndustry are lacklnq. Thrs can lead Eo a

low Lnter-est f or f orrnal educat ion because the curr lculurn seem

Lo fa:- +rom realrty for tlre student's'
A'o.'-i-rer rrnp\act ls that existing formalized krlowledge whrch

,:_ i],-] r. .J i,e ,)f he Lp in s<>lv.tng local problems ' are not taken rnto

uSe 3€ic:,:.use r.t can Seefn to be lrrelevant or because tlre

f ,=ircr.r'i)r-l()i-i l,4rLIon dtl nOt knt:W wher.e to ffnd ft'

._ri-rcr'r-r.y ,.,'? can therefore say that urrformalrzed ktrowl-ed<le tlrus

.:,tlrrri ,., :.,,ti t)ol-lllecLed Lo utlf()rrnal svst'etn5 oil orqanrzatlong;'

wr-rtr.er-r afld formal krrowledge seems; to be connected Lo fornrar

i,r-{r.{ri r-eatron. In soctetres ttrat ernf,rir.lsr(o5 r()rmarlaaLttltt r'rf

ct-.tEnlzatlonS thrs fact can Ieacl to problems of a()()eptrt''lq

local , unh,rltEen and unf Orfnal rZe<J ktrowteclqe ' rormalrzecl

kncwied,J€ gets priority to unforfnalrzed knowledge, formal

,:rl'-?cri-, le,rttOnS tO UnfOrfnaI OrqanLZattOnS, peOpte trarned tn

forrnal systern are preferred to people tralned ln urrformal

'vr E tn !rt'l 5y5Lems.

?-3. Formalieation of knouledge, otrganization and gender

c

e

.r.,r LF,r5 wdv of t,hrnkrng the gen.t:f^-1:pect also seem to be

i-: r€'r,rr-rL because of the f act ,n"Ptfrt5td= and actrvrtres seem

r-u r 1r.r*, .i,f-l()rIEy tO female c]omlnated f relds attd acttvt't'le5 a3

r.r.- .i.-, proclr.rct ron of r.nqFIIedge rs concerned. Tirrs means Lliar
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men's knowledge and f relds of act rvrt res seemed t o be

f or mal r zed bef ore women's knowledqe and f rel.Js 6rf act rv:-t res.
l'!aIe orterrted and domrnated organlzatiorts Seern to be cre.:ced
before wornen's orqanizatlolls. llen's nee<Js and cjemands seerned

to be lrsLened to before women'$ demands. Irr most soclettes wp

,:an ai.so f rnd examiries th.:t men's :-ncJustrrit and rrard

trrterests form a basrs for orqar-l rzatron and formalreaLtcrn I

bef ore lne r..rnoar-rl ar:t.rvrEl-es of women. From Ihe Nortireqtan

f :"shery i'rrsLory we krrow ttrat rt was t.lie men's actrvrLles lrt
rlre f r.;irer!hrlr.1sirold t.llaE wa'; or-qanrzed ln Llre ft:;trerrnen'5
or.rar"t t" zat iOrt . lJonren's work r-erTtartted "unorqarlr zed" . Ttrrs has

Le;:rJ i:o a :;t ILral. rc)n wtrere 1-f-re wornar] lrave f ew Socr+.:taI Forntal

rl,"llrLs comparecl w-rt-lr f.he men, but many tlnformal dtlLltls (

i-rfl-r'.arrJ. l9'i9 og 1,981.). In f t.sltermetl'E famrlt.':s, f tslrermen'5
wrfes arrd dar-rght-ers lrave often been Lhought of by ttre
socrety as " housewrfes" althouqh many of them are tmD()rtant
" rndustr ral workers" often wrthout payment -

2.5. f . Formalization of knowledge, gend€F r influence and

con trol

Drfferences between women can also be connected to
f ormal r zat ion of knowledqe and organ i eat ion . lr/omen of pard

I work and also wornen of aqrrculture seem to get organrzed

- bef ore worT€n of f isher res . Crosscu I t,ural ly h,e have also
ei

exampleg that the organrzalrons of Lhe wonlen ln Lhe Northerrt
hemrsphere are forrned before lhe organLzaEl-ons of the women

L 11 L he Sou I her n hem r sptrer e -

A l.og r-t:a L conr;erf,t-rence we c.en rlraw f rt:m thrs, L5 t ltat
formalrzaLron of knowledqe alrcJ actrvttres se€lrn Lo be cc)tlne<:tr:d

f:o ()(),^/F'r- ancJ {)()ntrol. i-{oltetlarhL (t988) str()wS suclr it reI;-r,f11111

rn <r Norweqran cornmrJnrty rrri-rBt-€ f tsht:t-y, agl-rcull:tlre arrcl foOd

F-)r-o(:lu<: t tr>n irave f orrned .rn Lrnpor t.rnt e()ol'lOm tc klaS t-:; Ll[) l:o t-lre

l97O-Eres. L/omen who coordrtratecl the Ioc:al socral we-[f are ancJ

Etre female rJomrnated orqanrzatrons drrrrrlg Ltte l950Eres antJ

t960tres lost t,herr power to partrcrpant,s lrl formal econc)m.tc

spheres and orqanleaErons dornrnaE,ed by men. ftre women's

klrowledge, otrganrzatron Efrd power becanre rnargrnalrzed.

{*
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'ln,:t ner rmportant pornt to ment ron ts that even rf the
r-q;-iei^res women's f ields of actrvrtres result rn orqanr
,:n4 rhe lr knowledge are wr ltten down , the quesL ron of
,ac..eptance and Iegrt rmacy st i I l can be quest ioned - in
i\j:trrn,€?tan f rshery crrsrs of to day, researchers say that
;-esource problem rs more important than the problems of
f rsi-,ery men and hromen. Therr problems have been characterrzed
by rral€ ''esearchers as problerns of luxury (F:-nnmark Dagblad,
0':l . I I , 1989) . Knowledge theref ore seems to become an area of

a\

ne,:tot iat rons between rnen ane wornenbnd between people in power

:nd rhe cnes who are struggling for it.

2.5. Summary

fhu= fhe relat ron between knowledge, otrgan r zat ron and gender
become rnanyf olded and complicated to describe and analyze.
I n t he next sect ions of this paper I wr I I try to bu r ld up

mode Ls of f rsher ies wornen's social act ivit res to reveal
cultural and organizational aspects - Applyrng a comparat rve
perspect r ve , there are many aspects to take rn Eo

(:onsrderation. Since rny aim is to rnake a contrrbution to
understand sorne aspects of i,he f ormal r zat ion of local
knowledge, I shall include different aspcts of women's lrves
I:-ke pald and unpald work, in and outsrde ,therr houses or
therr households as well as leasure, polrtrcal and ceremonral
act rv it ies wlt,hin the f rames of f orrnal and unf ormal
organ r zat ions .

By applying one rnodel on two different types of socreLies,
I hope to contr ibute to formal ize women's local knowledqe and

fhus to burld up a system of knowledge ln contexts where
f lsl-rerres play an irnportant roIe.

zat torr
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AN EXAI',IPLE OF THE FISHERIES OF THE NORTH: THE FISHERY

WO].IEN OF FINNI'IARK

THE LOCAL NORTH-NORWEGIAN FISHERY CONTEXT

#

Norway has traCrtrcnaltf' been one of the largest natrons ,as

f ar as f lsher res ls concer-ned. In some 
"J*^= 

of the country,
f rsher.- res f crrns t ne f oundat ron of the IocaI I if e.

Tlre Costal and F lord areas of the Northernmost county of

Norway, Finnrnark, rs one area where f rsherres represents some

of the mar.n actrvrLres.

It ls aiso coloured by the fact that the fishery populatron to
a smal I deqree have control led the trade. The f ish has been

sold by a few, among them frrms and, owners in the Southern

par E of Norway . In thls way , Finnmark has tradi t iona I ly had

little control over therr rawmaterral.
fn bhe beglnning of the fgT0tes there h/ere about IOO f rrms

that bought f rsh from some 34oo f rshermen/ 224A fu I lt ime
| --. \
(rrsnery census 1971 , Osfo L97 3 lr" 4t ^t.E."

f 1981 there were

abou t 31 so f r sher meh 1 ,n llfll 2022 and

f g8q) . The number of f rshery h/orkers and f rshery plants have

also decreased. At the end og 1989 there h/ere 2?OA regrstered
f rshery workers in Frnnmark. Dur ing I99O the Labour

Authorrties expect the number to decrease to about 19OO

h,orkers (Ff nnrnark Dagb tad, l1 . I . 1990 - ) Thrs means that the

coastal treas have undergone great cl'ranges ln demograf rc
structure, ifi ernployment and way of I if e.

These days the frshermen's actrvrties are influenced by the
admrnlstrators and pol rt iclans Ehrough a systern of quotas

because of the resource srtuat ion. This means that many of

them have to stay ln the ports and vrllages for long periods
r*rithout f rshing. The subsrdies and social securrty-system rn

Norway are not suf f ic ren t to pay the expences of the rndustry
and og Irvrng. This leads to problems of many krnds.

In thrs srtuation of crises the f ishery population carrY out

therr act rvit ies, cope wrth the dai Iy chal langes, the

rest rct:.ons f rom outside and struggle to give new mean rng to

therr I r fes.

o
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trOl'tEN IN THE FISHERIES AND SOF{E UNITS OF ACTIVITIES
Tl'ie engaqmenL of the f :-sher res has alwavs learl to a l)eavy

wcrki.oad of the men and wornen of Frnnmark. The dutres are
srril many and locally carrred out ln drfferetrt
organ Lzatronal settrngs or untLs: Househoids, rndust.rrai
DIants, f rshrng boarEs and service rnstrtutrorls lrke schoo.Ls, *

t-rndergarterrs, the homes of the old preople and shops - Let us
rlrve some short exarnples of women's enqagernertt, tn t.he

clrtJ'erent settrngs or untLs mentroned- Tlrey repre$ent unrts
wrlh drfferent, vaILles, symbols, dLrtres and rrqhts. fhey also
form an enrty of the local lrfe

The uomen of the housltolds

r-lre ()orlcepL of trouslrr:Id ;lr-e wrcleLy r.rsecJ ln t.lre $c.LertLrf ic
lrLterature (Rudre L969, Stenrtrnq L962 etc) I shall irere u$e

the concepE of the housho Ld ln t lre rnean Ln(J of a un I E of pe()F) Ie
lrvrng together ln the capasrty of maintarnrng the urrrt.
fhe work rn connectlon with the household are marrrly
concentrated on production and reproduct ron . Lots of efforts
are spent on childcare and a<Jmlnrstratron of the economy. The

women have also been responslble f or social relat rorrs of the
f amr ly mcmbers. Product ron of f ood anrJ marn t.arnance of Ehe

frou se hrvc also been rmpor t an t . 
,

Thrs typc of work has been trmeconsurnrng and represents ar-l

rmportant part of a fishery culture ( Gerrard 1,975).

The work has changed character ttre Iast 2Q years. As f ar as

product ron is concerned, rnore efirprlasrS ls put on malrrtarrlance
,.,f Lhe lnstde anrj Elre outsrde of f lre house. Dltr rnq ttre Iast
part of the L97O's arrd durrng Llre lgBO's ttre "Tlre House" has

oe:ome n<:t orrly a materral (:()n$Lr-r.rr;Ltorr l<tr sr:crat relatrorls,
r:t.rL rt can be lookecl utron as a synrtrol of "Norwe<lrarlrles5" arrd

'ri..!{.rr.,tisS <;f the f amf If es ( (rr.r I lest.,rd l':J89 } . $<:ttlt rllell arld w(-)iller'l

lrriertcl muclt Lrme to keep up arrd rfllprove Lhe tnLerlor "rll<l tlre
-i.x.cerr()r of Llre hotrse. Tlre w(){nen oerfrlrm tlte,:lalLy work, i.he

inen the construct torrwork .

T
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.[n llrls icjr)ect itre f r-sher-vcr-lll-tlre

'Tta.Ln stream culLure rrl l'iorwav cit-te

t n t. lr* ear I v p.'lr t r:f i: h t-': r'r8l- l':<:1 -

has been Lfiiiy-rt-red bY tlre'

Lo l-el at rveiv cl'.io(J ecor-lomv

0

f

Foo<; ore[)arai'iclrt attC cc,c:l<-Il'l(1 ]-'; =trj. I dt:rrlt: f-o a iat^cli"t- ext-er''t

Lhart Ln tlrr: r;l-t.l.eS. r*lr.it C.Oriln,ir-{r)r-1 wl. l.h eafIt.':f VeAr';, lt mea\n5

less work. Tlre work rs to a greater- extent d<:tre bY mt'alls of

teclrrrrcal remedres. Strlt frslrery women bake thet^r [:read antJ

preparr Lhe food from raw rnaLerrals-

More t rrne rs actua] Iy used to earn an<J aclmln rster money used

rn the famrty. Some 2A 30 years aclo, the agrrcultural,
mrlk and meatproductron were tasks for the houshold. This type

of production has now been' speciatized and rs taken over by

f arrnerS.

Tlre chrldcare r$ mc)stIy done in the trousel'rold bv fewer persorls

Lhan bef()re. Sr-llt tlre motlrer t-ras the rnaln responsibrlrtV.
Iri many of the srnal ! cornmutr rt les places Lhere are

<laycar-esrinters wFrere lhe srnall chrlrlr'en between 2 .rnd 7 year$

can stay at daYt tme.

Tlre clrrldcare has also cltatrqed cl-raracter. Now tltt,'

responsibrtrty of the parents Lasr.s for a lrln,:1621- i:)erj,o<J. At

f6 years of age the youth ln smatJ.er frstrqry wrila(4es lrave Lo

moove asry from home rf thev warrt cotltttrue therr educatrorl .

l"lore children go Ionger to school. than bef ore - Tt'rrs cll.ten

means that the economlc responsrb r I r t les of the mother and

fatlrer cont rnue. Thrs dernands cash. The wornen play arl

rmpor tant ro le in the creat ron and adrntn rstr at ron of these

dut res.
StrII the work of Lhe houselrolds are gender specrf rc' Tl-r€

female work has changed character from heavlly burdens of

productron Lo more welght on reproductrof,, admlrr'Istratj-on

and care.

The wornen and the f ishing boats

t
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The frshrng boats can be sard to be the nerve of the frshing

culture tn smaIler frshery vrllages. wrthout the boats and

rts people, rt would be drff :-cult to develop the whole

specter of f rsherY as an rndustrY '

Tradrt ional iy f :-shrng has been an act rvrtY.f or men ' Few h'omen

are registered r-n the Frshermen's assosratron, but mrddleaqec

wrf es of smar I boat. owners somet rmes work as act lve f rshermen -'

Young h,omen golng out on brgger boats are not usual In the

Northern part of Norway. strll they get therr prcture ln the

Iocal newspaper when they are employd a5 a crew on trawlers '

There have however been great changes 1n tt-re i.nvestrnerrt

pattern of the local f rshrng boats '
to -15 years ago, young boys looked upon frshrng as a future

possibr I ity . They started out as a crew on a I rtt Ie f ishrng

boat ( 20 50 f eet ) bef ore they bought therr ohin boaL 
'

perhaps together wrth a brother. The last 2A years we frnd

many examples that the money put into the boats comes from

both the housband and wif e - \,le f rnd also more examples of

boats that are organ r zed outside the f aml ly econorny a5

separate units-

The wrfes of boatowners somet imes do admin istrat ive work for

the boats: accountancy works , answer phonecal Is ' There are

arso examples that they funct ron as a bank : " lendrng out "

spare rnoncy on special occations. It seerr\s lrke these tasks

are enerGestng, whrle rnalntanace work and bartrng work rf the

boats use long-Lines ' are decreasing ' This krnd of work ts

not stable work and often the off rcial ru les for social

secur ity are omltted - when there are other possrbr I rt res of

efnployment rt seefns Iike women choose other krnd of work wrth

condit ions they def lne as better than Ehe ones ln conectlon

wrth the f ishrng boats. bJhen rndustriat plants qet problems'

there are examples that women can return to the bart ing work

and somet irnes they beg the f rshermen to gIVe them an

opportunlty to do this type of work'

In many of the f rshing
work has also changed 

'

villages the seasonal pattern of the

especrally for the rnen- The share of

*

o
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boatowners among the f rshermen are greater lhan twenty ye,3r5

ago, Also The owners of "smalI" boats are frslrrng the wl-role

,yea. trough. 1O -f5 years aqo, the owners of srnaII trout=

worked as a crew on Lhe Iarger boats durrng wlntertrme- Nc'w

they dc f rshrng from therr own boat - Som*I tmes smal I boat

owners cooperate durlng the dark and stormy wrnterseasons by

usrng one boat.
Thrs has tc be understood in the }rght of the changes ln

technoloqy , resources and the brgger si ze of the "srnaI ler "

boats compared wrth before -

There are aLso other reasons for these changes. The result

rs that rn one of the most vrvtd f rshrnq vrllages wrth 15 t7

f rshrngboats, there can today be only 4 f rshermen under 30

years of age. 15 years ago there were more than lO- Thrs means

that the brgger boats get recru rtment problems. In this type

of work, men have not been replaced by womel]. The recruitmenL

problem Ls one reason why rniddleaqed and elderly f isherman

today sel I therr 50 f eet boats and buy a sfnal Ier boat '

Drsagreement between fishermen can also be emphasrzed-

conf I rcts of some krnd can f or example occur between cooh/ners

can result in selling the boat. Illnesses can also lead to

sale of a boat.

Frshermen have also reported that therr relat ron to therr wrfe

and her Choices decides his strategies as,far as buylng or

sel I ing or what type of adapt ron they choose - Thrs rs

understandable if we look upon the changing role of the wifes

of the f rshermen . Eecauge of the rnany r egu lat rons , heav ier

economlc burdens are put upon the wifes, wives often manage

rn fin anzrng the daily expences of the houshold. The husband

keeps, if he fnanage, the expences of the boat. There are many

examples that the wifes have shared the boatexpences to - Thus

wifes, especrally those who are employd In the publrc sector

can funct ron as a social secur rty agent for her husband, the

f rsherman .

To me rt seems lrke the roles of husband and wrfe ln many

f ;,shery housholds have been chan9rn9, from strrct gender roles

to a Ertuat Ion of negot rat rons of r rghts and dut les (Rudre 
'

o



1984). Thrs also
SOOU:je re lat rOnS

rnf -l.uence rr-I new

l^o

seem fo have clrartqed t'he gender- arrd the

..Lnsomefrsl-rr:r-ymar-rtaqesr-hew'lie(j'iPi:'i
trelds iOr rnstance Ir''l t.tre hc-'ushold economy

G

c

The women and the processlng plants .
Tracll.t rot"lai ly w()men i'rave w('irked a$ st:asonal w()rl<ers ln t-lie

pro()es=Lac.i rrr.rLr.5r.ry. */rr-h rire rn<iurst'laLrzatr(lf'l trrt-:y sLar i-'clrl

to c>uL artd pack t:-si'if i. I*ts' Tlre sY*,tent of fornral educaLron a*cl

ap.entrcesii:.p were rrot <ieveLorlerl fO a Iarcie ''Jeqree' Later (')l'l

wornen also ilot lobs as controllers artd secretarres lrl the

admlnrstraLron '

r,ren worked as readers, ha.dled and reparred tlre masl-rrnes and

uorket, as transport workers- rtre seqregatron of work has up to

now been very crear rn thrs sector'There are crranges gorng

onnow,butthernalnpaELernstrllexrsts.So-2oyearsa.]o
rnost workers were young grr rs. To day t,hey seldorn choose such

k rnd of work . To day rt Is the marr red wofnen who are the

stabre h/orkf orce of the prants. rn tfre smalr f rshery vi rrages

Ehey of Len are wrfes of f ishermen'

Tlre IasL few years some women have started to work In

ancJ f rnan z Insl of tire f lstr rrlq rntlustrv w I Eh sUCCe5s '

of work Is lrowever corl.CienLrat'ed lll the sel]traI towtrs

the srnaLI f Lsnlnq vlLLaqes'

rrq rt'l Lire f rst'rttl9 r ndustl-y

r-:halLenges .tIld new LaejkS'

wrth t.lre arm of gettrtrg m()re

of t lre b r- qges t scheems go r {l g on 
'

carl teach newcornrflers artd

octobertg8gfrshpr.osessrllqalso
iceshrP. (Lar I rrrqeloven )

tnarket tl'!q
Thrs tYPe

ancl not irtr

o

blrth a reduct lorl of alrnost

h/orkers representg .;rnaller
half of the PIanLs '
share t:f tlre workrnq

l'lany of the wornen wlro ar e wor k r

LodaY express wtshes Lo qet rreJw

Tlrer e ar e scheems and Pr o l ect' s

women rn to new Pos t t rons ' tlrte

is to educate rnstructors who

apprentrces ln tlre PIanEs' In

carne under [he Law of APPr en t

The greatest structural ctranges however

I r glrt of the r educt ron of the number og

rat tonal r zaL ron -

have Eo oe seen rn Ehe

factorres and tlterr

the rrtdustr ral
pot)u IaE rott
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comoar-ed wrth the srtuations tn the botres ancl the TOtres- A,rt

example can be merltroned here. 2Q years ago there were about

2ro rnhabrtants ln a one of the f rshrng vr I laqes ln Frnnmank,

J5 f rshermen and 25 {^,orkers, arnong them lr3 womerl - Ij years

later, there were the sarne amount of rnhabrL,anLs, 40 worker5,

arnong them 27 wornen arrd the 35 f rslrermen. To day there are

r35 rnhabrtants, 30 f rsherrnen and 5 oeople connected t:o the

plant, an.long those 2 women: 1 worker and one off ice manaqer-
't-he women are Lor:ether wrth two rnen, also tlre sharelrolders of

Llre lrLtle frrm
Tlre reduct ron of ttle rrumbers of workers, t.lre changes rn

tr:chn<rl.ogy antl ownershln. tn Sorne cases Seem lo chanqe [he

t.i-ad:.Lronal seqreqal-rorr of rnen's artd wornet'l's work' Tlrere al-e

al";o r:tlrer exarmpj-es I r-ke the ot-te ment l<aned ab<>ve, wflere w()men

are IlrvoIved In leadershrp and ovJnerSlrrp posrt rons '

Examples frorn brgeer, more tndustrr-aliZed pLants, wrth

relat rvely l-rrgh degree of technotogy, have tradrt ronal mal e

ownershrp and leadershrp, bfrt practice work rotatron' Durt'nq

tlre problems of the 8Ot res there have tt'rerefore been some

exampres of changes in gender relatrons tn the f rshprocessrnq

plant.s -

The rat ional i zat ion or restruct ur ing ( as some ca la l s r L

to<lay) ercates many problems. Th:.s hlt the f t-rshery famrlres

hard beclgse the hrofnen are looslng therr .1obs rrhen therr

husbands and sons aE the sarne Erme are f rshrng less than

bef ore. Therr unernploymenE trenef rt ls muclr smal Ier tl'ran therr

usual lnconle and thelr srtuatlon of t1ncertainIy are

errcreaslnq. There are few other p{.r55rbIrIrtes. $omt: are

st.rrLLn.{ new small f lrnrs or ar-e so Lr-tt:kY ttrat they cret a lot)

rn Lhe publ rc sect or . 'f lre pos.rb-r I rL res rn t.he puEtl rc 5(3ot-<:r

r \..t Ve fie{)r e ased over t lre l as |-- Vear 5 . F-ven r. f Sorne ll.ldll acle r- o

f rrrd al terrlat rve but tlnpa:.d aCt rvrt rels atrbd Lhrs matrtl arrt

the ir drqtr i ty, w€ c,tn 5ay t.hat t)r l-var-e secur r Ey syst:em are

threaLened.
In such srtuatlons ttrere are exanlples Lhat womel'l work]nq at' a

processrng plant whrch the ohrner will close uF, have trletj to

It
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establrsh a new f rrrn ln the old but-Idrnqs of a former f rsh

processrng plant- (Tl-ie PoIar case)'

For|hefrrsttt-melntheNorweqlanf:-sheryhrstorythewomerl
have taken t*he r-n:_ L iat rv t.o take over a f actory - gure.rucrat.=

and other local plantowners r'rave so far been rerucLant- licme

of the poi rL rclans ' especlally women, have grven Very clear

suppor t to the Po tar -h,omen . In Oct ober 1989 the leader s 5a Id

that they were close to grve in because of the fundrnq

situat ron . The Ieading planners on the regional leveI of the

developrnent f und war:.t another krnd of product ion In other

buildrngs and at smaller scale than the women who want to

developetherralreadyestablrshedskills.Theplannersalso
f ind the investrnents to b rg compared wrth the expences ' The

planfortheregionstatesthattheywantadecrease
nurnber of plants. (Fylkesplan f or Fiskernof tak 1968-91

This shows that women of to day see arternatives in

fisheries.Ho.*ever,theymeetbarriersonthe
admin rstrat ive,/polit ical Ievel where most of the important

actors are men

hlomen , educat lon and work ln the service and Public

The Northernmost countres of Norway have always had

f ewer number of youth going to hrgh schoo I cornpared

of the other parts of the country. To day there are

schoolsthan2ayearsago,butstrllmanys.tudents
o awaytogcttheirhighschooldiploma.Thisusuallymeans

greaterexpencesofthemothersandfathers.
Fisheryeducationhastraditronallybeenan
ThrsmeansthatthecurrIculumandrulesof

lr

ln the
)

the local

sector

w:-th rnanY

fnor e

have to 9<>

educat ion f or rnen

rntaker have been

malebiased.
No hron der t hat most

choose to specialrze
and social work.

young girIs ln the coastal areas strll

ln tradit ional subjects, trade, heatth

These days many f ishery worflen say that they want educat ton '

To use the possrblities of to day is not always easy' because

schoors are of ten not srtuated where the f ishery wofnen r rve '

Decentralrzed education has becorne very popular fOr
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frshermen's wrfes .1ust as for cther :-nhabrtants of the
perrphery.

Dur rng the l970t res the amount of ;obs ln the publ rc sector
encrased even ln many of the smal I f rshtng.vr I laqes . At that
t rrne thrs represented new possrbr I rtes f or the costal women :

The new lobs can be characterized as bluecollar as wel"I as

whrte collar work. Carrng, schoolrng and marntarnance
(washrng) can be mentroned. Thrs has to be understood rn the
trqht of Lhe publrc welfare polrtrcs and polrtrcs of
educat ron.
In the SOtres we have seen that the local wornen take over more

and more qualrf red jobs frorn people rnovrng in for a short
per rod because of a hrgher degree of ,educat ron . The best
results can be seen as far as teachers are concerned.

In thrs sectton it is also rmportant to rnention that new jobs
have a lso been created in the publ ic and organ i zat ional
bureaucracy. tJornen have bad access to these jobs, but rn the
frshery bureaucracy on regional and local level there are few

wornen . Th rs f act seern to rnf luence the f ishery po I icy on most

levels.

Uornen and formal organlzatlons
Segregat;d organizations for men and h,omen,are usual rn the
drstrict areas. Perhaps we can say Ehat women have had

rnf luence, but not on f orrnal economrc and f inancral pol rt rcs.
The coastal and thus the f ishery h,ornen have organrzed tn
separate organ I Zat ionS . Examples are the Nort'reglan
fisherywomen's Assocration whrch is an organtzatron wrth
formal contact with Lhe Fisherrnen's orqanizatlons, The

Norweglan HoUsewifes Organrzat:'on, The L/omen's HeaIth
Organ i zat ron , special women's groups tn poI it ical part ies etc .

The wornen and their organ i zat ions have been rmportant f orces
rn order to bui Id up the welf are system in the cornmunrt les.
The Iast years the Norwegtan Fisherwomen ' s Associat ron have

also worked for the improvement of the women's pol rt rcal and

economrcal srtuation.

lr
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,,J<.lmt-:n ltave .tLso be€f'l meinbFji'5 ':rf r-tit*:(-'lr-ater*1 t-r[-Q,ii-l 1z:]LLof-15r (ir.it

untrl tlre rntddle of tlie Tutres, they :'elclom i-reId rrfipiel-t-artr

posrticnS.
Tirese days the ldo{Tlen have garnecl rnore rrnf luence lri tne

lafrour unrons espaclal ly rn the unton where the irshworkers

,3re organlzed, NNN-

l,10st of t.he assocratrons ln the f rshery sector frave mell as ker

persons arrd leaders. Of the 80 organtzations ln Lhe f rshery

sector, all of Lirem are lreaded by merl as far as I know'

3t r L I .i t ts easy t.o qet t.ne J-mpress.Lon that Ehe women anrj

h/omen. s orgar'r Lzar rons are Iooked upon as orqanrzatlons Of

ch...r- I Ey dr-ril we I tare , men ancl fnerlS' orqarl I zaL rorts as ecorlOmlc 
'

pol r t rcal artd LndusLr raI ogan r zatrorls '

ilne of t-tre rrr<jrcatlorr Of thrs. rs t,haE ttre peopIe tn ttte t:oF)

of the ecQnlmlcal, polrt.rcal arrcl bureaucratrc orqanLzal-tons of

ttre f rsher J_es. st:. l. I are rnen. Otr d sLilartecry selm trlilr lre LL !'rl

t'lay I'JtJ't, 35 of tt"le "key persorls" of Lhe frsherles

or-rran Lzatrorrs and rntrl.utronst d-tscussed the fuLure of tlre

f r.slrerres. Orrly 5 w()mefi were presetrt. ftre week aft-er t'he

womel of a frsfrery comrnunrty started atl rrTrtrortarrL actrQn, Itre

Actron of the Hasvrk women, to vrsualrze Lne problerns of Elre

f amr I res, tlre men arrd the women irr f rshery destr rcts '

In the litterature there has been a long debaEe whether rt' rs

the genGral cr ises of the economtc or tl-re women's struggle

that havt lead to changes rn gender t-elat rons. If we look at

the changes ln relaL rons of rnen and wornen , lt seefns I rke

ext r aordin arY sr Euat lons of cr lses atrd Frrrb rems cornbrnecJ wrth

tire rdeologrcal work lead to these changes. The cl'ranges seern

lrowever tt> vary tn .Jeqree and Lll generalrty'

Unformal meetrngs
Urrtornral meetrngs and urrformal ol-ganLzatron must a-Lso be

Lo.>kr,:<.1 rflLo OrjcaLtt;e Llrev rer)res;ertt tnlportant iirerldS ln Lhe

f rsirery populatrons' and e:;pe(:ra.[ly Lhe f rsl-leryworTler-l's

.l t tzes -

f

c

e

G

* Inl' or ma t r on g r ven bY t lre $ecr et ar,Y of Kys L korn6re t an seu t vq I get
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fhr-s ls represel"lt.e<l hy rrnt'ormal i:.:ri.ks at work, at. t.he
"krfclrentable' arrd sK)ort arenas.
l"!err lrave also unto'--rn.-l.I rnfiet : t'tcjq . and tlre lr- unf r)r-trcll mei?t. rrrqg

are o1'ten ail rfftt*)orf.airt !.)ase Lo f,i^ tl-icl ct"iest ton$ on L he a!€inda

ln Ihe forrna I /.)r-r,]"1n t-.':at t-()ns - '.i i.nce Itre Fc>rrnaI orqan t i,:.1t. lonS
f or^ wonrer-r are f ew ancl even cc,rrs.tclerecJ as "uirttoIrl-:caI '' t.ire

small chaLs rnrlsl of Lerr encJ -is r-rn Fr:rr'rral talks between wonlen. *

Tlrere are rmportanl- exep,t-.rotrs however.
In one lrttle f ishrnqvrllac,e we saw 10 years ago examp.Ies

wfrere mrddle aged women wr.tlr t.lrerr daugl-reters' who also had

srnall chrldr-en worked Eo get a publrc Kindergarten- They

succeedet. lO years laLer the Kindergarten was closed because

of Lhe local economy . Unernployed mothers cou Id not af f ord Lo

pay the fee

The Hasvik act:.on started as a result of crisis.
They star ted the act ion as an unf orrnal orqan r zat ron . The h,ornen

succeeded to report t herr srtuat. ion to the nei./spapers and

Elrrough the Norweqran Broarlcastrng. They emphasized tlte
socral and economrc condr.tron of the frshermen's fanrrlres.
Therr clear demanrJs rs t.hat Lhe loans an<J the tnt.eresLs rtf
tlre f rstrrrrqboats must be releasecl for t.h.t$ year ancl ttrat tl-r€

ut'lernpLoye<C alLowat'lce rnus;f be r-clL':;,Jd trom
N kr lEO to N kr 35O. -
They allo demarrded to rneet" tl-re prrm€imrrllstur: or Norway rn hr:r

capasity of beirrg botn a t)rLmernlnrst-er and a woman. When tirey
frnally got to meet , slre rnel wrt.fr Ll-ie male f rslrery nl-tnrst,er

too. They h,ere drsappolnte,J because she drd not want t.o

speak t o t hem as a wornan arrd a rno t her .

Sorne of therr clalrns are the sarne as the f rslrerywornen's
organ i zat ion , bu t that organ r eat ron have not succeeded to get
public support. In Frnnmar-k Ehere are also examples that the
demands of the organ l zat ron drsappears f rorn the ora I
ar t rcu lat ron of Ehe problern to r ts wr r t ten f orm.

Very rarely tt're the ne"rspapers have wrltten about tt-re women's

clarms.

a

o
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l,/hether the fisherywomen wiII succeed i-n getting their demands

through, still remains to see. They have however succeeded in
gettrng thelr problem on the national polrtical aqenda as

never before.
One j.nterestrnq aspect Lo mention 1s that the lromen themselves

e are trying very hard not to associate with politicrans
workr.ng w j.th party poLrtics. They say they identify themselves

t as fishermen's wrfes and as women.

t/omen as coordinators of the local f ishery sector

I have so f ar pornted out a lot of act rvity f relcls and

contexts that for the lrves of many frsherywomen.
The social orqan Lzatron of the frshery women can be sard to be

manystded. One person have many roles and perform many tasks
on di f f eren t ar enas - As rnen t ioned bef ore , the ro le of the
f isherywomen and f rshermen 's wrfes can be looked upon as

coordinators of the local f ishery arenas (Gerrard 1983 ) . Thrs
rs not a planned task . It m_ust be understood ln the I rght of
the women 's f lexibil rty of doing many rmportant act ivities ln
drf f erent organizatr.onal settings at a time, to low costs and

thus rnake the f ishery industry ef f icient and more prof itable,

€
One may rrgue that it lras the women ' through their mode of

O organlzl,ttg the h,ork, ',{ho provided the f lexib j. l}ty, and through
their flaxlbllity minimalrsed the problems of coordrnating of
the local flsheries. on this backqround I conclude that they
bind the different local fishery unrts together. The women

have thereby served as a buffer, regulaling their work

according to the demands placed upon them (Gerrard' f983) -

Thus women play an i.mportant role not only at the houshold
level, but at the local level of the fishery secfor.
To me the Hasvik women have vizuallzed such role. But they
have also shoen that they do not identify as housewifes'
teachers, secreataries, industrial workers, Iabours for the
fishing boats, members of specific orqanizations etc. They

revttalr.ze the content of what I formerly have called the
status of "flskerkone" or "fishermen's ',rife" in aIl its
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capastt res . By therr acL:-ons they have however wr iened t he

conLent of rt by grvrnq rt a new drmension on the overlocal or

wrder Ievel.
Formerly I have stressed the frsherywomen'S key role on the

lccal level. Now we see that they also under certarn

condrt tons, create a key role of the t rsner'y on a wrder

level. To rne thrs also show that the traditronal ways of

caracLer I ze rndustr ral poI rt ics are lnsuff rcrent for them '

They can be saud to en large the po t r t ical concept of f ishery

so rL corresponds wrth ther dar Iy Irfe '

Thrs can be r lustrated In the fol lowing way:

Ftgure 1. SurveY
plant, commlttees
flexibilltY

of women's areas- oJ act lvity (hous-ehold t

etc. ) , women's tasks-, coordlnat-loq and

ARENAS OF PAID ACTIVITY

fFlshing boat I Other
I

I Actlvities +++

irII
J t/

t

|-
I TJOHEN'S

I COORDTNATION

_>l of the loca I
/l FISHERYFISHERY

SECTOR

Reproduct lon
and f lnanze

+++

tl

T-
lPolltlcal or
I Organ tsat lonal
lactLvlties
I

l+ +

I NFORI.IAL COI{T,I I TTEES
AND ORGANIZATIONS

l'1a intenance
product lon

+ developing act ivlt ies
declinlng activlties

FORT,IAL COFIFIITTEES
GANISAT IONS

I Extended
I famrly
I

Fj.sh processlng
plant

Sewlng club
Physlcrl ectlvltles
Ne lghrlrour 's helP
Ad hoo rotlons

+

HOUSEHOLD
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The Norwegian cas;e: gender, control and organizatlon

The$e exa{noles of =ocrai organlZatron of t.ne h'|omer] rn "iire

Nortir" (:;an be =al'C t-o iie cor-trre(lrerJ to tile formal

f)rqanlz.atrons w:.Ll'i r-e[)resentatrofls on Lhe lcicai- Ievel a5 weII

C as il-re !laErclra L ()r everl rrlt{:r'naLronaI LeveI ' f frey have malry

crlanneLEto Lite f orma L sector. Thus wornen are J'rlLegrated rn a

C
male qomLilcrle.l eco orny an(j rn,4Ie domrnaf.ed i)r{)du()t lol'l LJI}rt5,

Ftsfrery women of Norway are employees aild lhey are the

..'ijorkIn<Jpeople..InthefrsherySector,ofcour5etoqether

wlth men ' but men are more often ov'ners and Ieaders'

Because men control rmportant positlons' women as a group ln

Lhrsv,ayseemtobecontrolledbymenaSfarasindustrial

I polrtics and development strategies of plants and boats are
I

II conserned.
II rhe houshord are onry one of many unlts of Homen's activities
I

andlherelationbetweenhusbarrdandwifeareonlyoneofLhe
I male - female relatr.ons the frsheries women 90 into' The
I

L ' o rules and rdeas about wife-husbandrelatronshrp have chanqed

Gdurrngt}lclast15yearg.ToclaymenandwPmenofthefrshery
hollshoLdcanbeSeenaS'.barqalnrrlgpar|:€'.(RUC|Lel9tj4)

'Becauseofthisanclbecauseofthemaledonilrtancelrlmost-of

the formal organrzatlons tha! r:sttalLy are connected !o the

frsheryseogor'manyvillagesseemtolackformalorganrzalj.on
I

I ,rhere women can come lo<lether to drscuss and rngroduce
I

I polrtrcal actt'vities- It is done wrthln the frames of male

organlzat].onsorwj'thintheframesoforgani.zatlonswhlchare

conslderesby..outsiclers.'ascharily,/welfareorqanlzations.

t"

I

I
t

I

I

Thus the vrsabrltEy of the wanle!!:hanqes mlstrt be Irttlr=
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The Norwegian case and the aspect of knowledge

ThrS rnformaLrc;n are not new rnformalron. In the begrrlntng of

the got les, some of us tr re<l to argue through sosial sclence

ln the same drrect rcn of the pol:-t rcal act rtr* f rshery wQrnen of

Lo day. At tl-rat trme these facts and thouqhLs where not [aken

serlously by Ieac]rnq representattves of the pr.rblic secLor

and by Ihe Ft=l-rer-men's ()rqanrzaEron-

Talktrrg and wrrtrn(j aboul- rt. wrtlr.tn spect.f:-c sFheres' al-e

lrnportanE aspecL rtf rorrnalrzatr.on of wornen's knowLedqe. iJut

ttre exarno.i es rnentrorred above, :iltow th'at ot-her aepecLs have t';'

be taken inr-r: colsrrJepaLrr>n. Tlrus accept from powerful an<J

t.hus vlsrble groupst seem also necesssarY-

The model of women's so6rat organizat ron can also be satrj to

represent a wrde, but IocaI krrowledge syst.em. Tlre Hasvrk

act lon br ing it into a vrrder context . In Eh rs I rght the Hasvrk

actron get a great symbolic effect as vlsualrzrng the process

where tha wornen thernselves f orms the demands. Their demands

are coloured by tlrerr responsrbrlrtles and actrvrtles. Therr

own exper tence and not research repor ts ts Ehe foundat ron -

Thrs does not rnean tl'rat research ts unuseful. It places

rmportant qLtest rons on tl-,e agen<la atrd rnake thern v LsibIe, of t-en

befot-e t.hey are acepted as polrtrcal and practrcal probletns by

the reLevant Pcll-i5.

Lle Lherefore have to be aware

organlzatron rf we want that'

engage tn the f isFrery sector-

know I edge ar e n o t accep t, ed an d

of the structure , cu l t ure an<l

the vJornen of the future sliall

I'ly personal vrew r:i tlrat rf ttrrs

women don't enqaqed rn Ehe

c

;

t

3
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f rshery sector in aIl capast'tres arrd

wrll stay ln the frshery wrllaqes rn

Up to now the acceptance of Lhrs re

aspect of knowledge has been Iackrng

political contexts-

It ls very temptatrng to conclude that rt is not enough that
t

theknowledgeareformal,tthasalsotcrbeacceptedbythe
"public", in thrs case politictans and the relevant

bureaucratesandthepublicoPinlon-

Let us hope a change have faken place: It is no longer only

the f isherrnen , the f isheryworkers and the plantowners that

deflne the content of the politics. The process of

rntegrat rng women's models of knowledge into the formal

pol it rcs have started. tde st i I t have to see whether

thrs model is cul-Lure specrtr.", based on the Frnnmark and

Nor t h Nor weg i an exper r en ce '

Let us therefore also try to

analyzing and comparrng wrth

fishing and flshProcessing rs

use th is approach ln descr rb:'ng '

at atL leveI, verY f,ew

the future Years '

latronal and sYmbolrc

in most bureaucraL ic and{

t

t

It
a Tanzanlan coqmunrtY where

irnportant.

4. A TANzANTAN cASE: uot'tEN, KNOULEDGE AND oRcANrzATroN

TanZanIa !s primartly known as an agriculLural nation'

therefore elaborated and

develoPed. Never the less 
'

The

agr rcu IturaI PoI rt rcs are

organizations on aIl levels

families lrving nearby lakes, trivers or the Indlan ocean are

of ten engaged rn the f lshery, of ten combined with agr:'cu lture

trade,

Host of

crafts and foodProduct ron '

as smal Ithe f isherY of todaY ' can be character i zed
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scale fishery or artisanat flshery' The boats are small ' most

often drLven by hand or sail' The technology is "simple"'

The flshermen report scarcety of nets' The frsh i5 delrvered

at the shores where the flshmongers buy the fresh f ish' Some

I of it rs also smoked or drled' The f i^sh is sold l'ocally or rn-

the biqqer lowns and crtles' very little i5 exported thus frsh
a

j.s important for the people liv j'ng nearby the fishery

resources or succed rn getting hold of j't'

Tanzania has also a public administration on all level

connectedtothefisheries.Theofficialpolitlcsexpress
that the altn is to br ing tne t i'sni'ni anct processing up to

industrial standards so that the fishery also can be an

export industrY (HemPeI 1989) '

In Tanzania there are three educatlonal institutions ''rhich

educate people to the public sector: extension service and

fisherY adm ln i str at ion -

FeH 90 into the Prlvate sector because of the ecnomic crlses

c *nr"n have forlowecl as a result of the agreement dith the

o Internattonal l"tonitory Fund ( Il'tF) the expansion and

developmcnt on donor agencreS' The development strateqles are

thus a result of negotiations between the agencies and the

Tanzanian Directory of F isher i'es '

Never the less the art isanal populat ion of the countrysrde ls

the foundat ron of the f ishery as an rndustr ia I act rv rty ' an

act rvi ty they often comb lne w r th other foodcreat rng and

moneymaking activities. The polrtrcal alm is

rndustr rali zat lon (L/ernba Rashe d 1986) .



J

I

)

._ r.j

iJomen of the f rsher ies

t-radit.tor-'laJ-Iy womet"! are rareiy thouqht of or merrLronecl asj

act,::r-s .:f the r:-=lrery F-)opulat.r-on. I-hrs h;rs amorl(-l a.lI Lo i:e

=,een rrr conneclron wrlh the outsrde knowledge and rnterest ot

Ine fi_shery culLure and socrety. Tr-adrtronally there ar-e

examples of women enqaged bqtlr In f rshrng, Ptrocesslng and

trade. As f ar as f -Lsnrng rs concerned, women tradrLrortally

used tr aps , most ly for pr lvaLe use at the coast' ' They

cc.I Lecte<l slreli by useLng d clot-h on shallow water - There are

also examples of rrlornen ownrrtg and admrnlsLratrrlg Llrerr

lrustrancl::' boats conserltratr-n<l ()n rr-a'drt.ronal f lshtrlq as well

as :jpc.res lrke octopus and sht-rrlrps (fJentlra Rashrd f988)-

Ali Ir.t .rLL the f rslrery sect<>r rs clearly $ectreclaEed as tar aij

q171()er ls concerned. rshrnL arrd publrc frsirery educatron atrd

admln !st:rat I()n I5 male Ootlrlatecl - $ome years clQo tlte

l,lrn rsLery of Lands, Natural Resources and Tour lsrn was headed

by a woman

Tlre processrng and trade however ls a f re ld both f or rnen and

wornen. tlOmen in the countrysrde as well a? In the crtles have

Iong exper ience tn large as wel I as srnal I scale trade - These

days the brg Eraders lrve rn crties like l"lwanza atrd Kigoma.

Thrs rs due to the availabrlrty of f rsh, tt-artsport srtuation

anql =krIi.s, dQUrr-ed throuqtr lonq experlence.

Irr Tanz;ct'lra Llre f rrst researctr prolect om womell rn f isherres

rriLti.atetj rn f985 whrch vrsualr-zes tlre women's tr'.rclrtronal

engaqerrre11t rn tfre artrsanal frshery. lt has beetr followed uF)

t),r srnaLL ai)pllecl pro.1e(ltg rndLnLy lnrtlate<J by rernale sEaff at:

ilLreqarr:. Frsnery Development. CenLre wrtt'r support frorn NLIRAD'

o

o
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5r.nce i consrder fhrP artrsrnal f :.sliery rropulatron as the

tarqet (:rrollo of f r-strery iJeveL<:tr-rmetrl. I shaLl look tnto r.he

aspecLs of krrowiecige and orr^lar! rz'-a.ttort rrr 3 v.t.L.Larle o-t' 3-5uo

lni.r;rb, lLant.; cf t,ire t-..rke Vrr:L,)t-rE ar-ea, ranzatrj.a. Ttre f t-sfi*ry

popnlatron rrt t.hrs area car-l asi 'l'ar a:i etr'lrcrtY rs concerned

rnalnLy be r<lerttrf red ,js WakuTYd, \'laSUba arrd h'aIUO'

Tradrtrorrarry they are enqa<;ed rn cattre hordrrrg, agrrculture

and frsherY-

I shall try to descrrbe ttre darly aitrvrties of wornen by the

use of of t rme and by their pr ror lt res '

I shall emphasi ze the women's actrvitles rn the liqht of

orqanrzalronal unrts that seern to be cJorn:.nant ln Ehe context

of f rshery and culture tt f rsl'rery'

blomen and her House

In a ldalou domrnated cultr.trarl corltext lt ls qurte naltlral to

start wlth the house. other ar.r t lrorg have stressed tite consept

of House rnstead of lroushold rn Luo-socrety becar-tse of rts

rrnportance and siqnif icance {?? Lg79) - In a socrety h'ere "the

houshord,, is f ormed by a man , hls wrf e or wrf €5, hrs chi rdren '

hrs mother and father , P€trhaps a dauqhter ln law and her

chirdren, thrs houshold can be sard to consist of rnany houses-

Tradrt ronal ly the house has been the srnal lest productive and

reproductl,ve unrt wrthrn such a larger houshold' Tlrere are of

course qreat varratlgn, but the rnaLn trail:S seem to be that

o

$

hhe marn actors of a house are tl-re rnot.her, and her srnai I
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chrldren. The father, j.f he has more than one wrfe, shares

hrs time and obligation between hrs wife(s) and thus bet\teen

his houses. The mother has the matn responsibrlrty for her

house and and her children- Perhaps h'e can cay that the

O husband j.5 the head of the houshold' the h' j'f e(s) of the house '

In this capasrty she deals with different actlvities:
t

Productlonandreproduction'withaqricultureandceremonies.

Ttre eomen ancl productlve activltles

Theproductrveactivl!iesofthehouseareVeryimportantin
Tanzania. In a rural village the timec5nsuminq activiti'es

still are connected to farming, foodprocessing and cooking '

.Traditionalythishasbeenwomen.Swork.Itisstrenuouswork

to be able to prepaj.r 2 va'rn meals a day' To get hold of the

food, water and firegooo ehptoys more than one person a day'

Usually this '.rork i.5 done by the women or children who are

helping the mother- The cooking is done before noon and in

I f the twj,Iight of the evenlng. The mere act of cooking takes

C usually trl hour and a half . r

The rawmaterials for the food are either bougth or grown ln

the household. Cassava miIIet and maize are common toqeEher

trith few vegetables. In the lake vrllages fish also play an

lmportant role. EarIy in the mornlng the mother walks to the

marked or to the beaches and buy the day's supply' Meat and

chicken are rare. Mostly it rs served for questes or at

special occat ions like Christmas-

The cassava mirret and maize must be drled and qrinded' The

mother gets help from her unmarriecl daughters or young

daughter in taw to this kind of rrork. In s!!q yeajs-wlgn !!9 

-
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egrrculture has farled, and when rt Ls drffrcult or extremely

expenslve to get hold of fhe rawmater tals, the burdens of the

women therefore encrease - They can rntensrfy the f rshtrade and

buy the necessary f,ood f or the money ' In tlt" ralny season we

can see examples of the opposrte: They than intensrfy the

f arrnrng act rvit res -

In vrl

water ,

ear Iy

or her

lages close to the Lake rt rs easy

but:,t rs imPortant to get fresh

ln the mornrng - This work ts done

school grrls-

to get hold of the

dr inkrng water in

erther bY the mother

t

o

The firewood problem Is however great. It takes several hours

to fetch f irewood for a days cooking, but thrs work ls often

done by the Young chifOren'

In thrs way h/e can say that that rnost of the product rve work

in the house is connected wrth product ion of food - The mother

rs the one who is responsibte so that thrs work can be done'

If she tS a young mother she most often sh4re her work wrth

her rnothcr in law. The mother in law ls then responsible '

Later on when she establ ish her own houshold ' rt is her

repsonsiblitY-
rnain tY in the f orm of cash

work. Number of wrfes and

ze of the contribution ' If

boats, hrs wife(s) has lo

be very selfdependent (Gerrard 1987)

The women and replqqu!rye

The contr rbuL lon of the husband is

and sorne contr rbut ron to the f arm

wealt.h often seern to decrde the sr

the husband does not own cattle or

actlvltles
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JusL ir_ke rne r:r-o<Juct:,on of t.he lrouseholiJ consrsts t:f a wlde

rar.rqe of act rvrt le5 tl-re same can be sard of tfre reDrocJuct-- tve

,3i:t r.v:. L Les . Reproductive actrvrtres are cotlce|rLra't ed arourlcl

car-e, wrcrelrl tnLer-:rret.tzr.1, ()f <;l'ttlcirt:n .-tl' therr <lrfter-ent

pirau,es of rrfe ancr o-Ld reratrves especrarty ttre parer'!t.= of ttre

irurskr.ir-r4 s i.r-rc6: r.i)rs r.:; a Flatr r I rneal .j()c letv - Tire ;-im()Llrlt of

trme thaL are sp,errt. on these actrvrttes artcl the re- portsrbrrlLy

vary. Irr famrIr.es wti-lr 6 -8 chiI;r'en, t]re rnoEher c;et5 trelF>

from ttre order chrrdren. rn famrrres wrLh few chrldren, tl're

mother are the one who has to r.ok after Lhe chirdren, help

thern hrhen they are ill etc. If she has a cowrfe' they som

t rmes cooperate . Except f or the t rrne around tlre brr th of a

chr Id , the upbr rnging of ch:- Idren usual ly Is done In

connecbrorr wrth the dif f;ent workrng tasks'

The aare of chrldren charrges, deperrdent of age. At sclrool 49€'

stre lras ro see that the chr l.dren qet t'o school, geE the

necessary clothing and books. HIgh sclrool af fords 5c;l'\oc)I

fees. ,

rhe care ls thus not onry relat r.onai and emot ronal work, .r t:

<lem.rlids also cash. tf d rnot-lrt:r "tfi<J a t.rf lrer nave I r bl' Le ca:;lt '

they of ten send therr sctloolchrldrert [o Irve together wrllr

r-eratrves so t,haE they carl atEend sct'roo.l.s- Tlran tire re.Lcrtrves

Lake care of a chrld wrch of ten helps the relat rves In otlrer

ways

Not all mothers fnanage to send tl-rerr chrldren to schooi' I{'

the f ather con tr rbutes I it t te to the econofny , she of ten need

the h/orkrng force of tl-re young chrldren.

I

l'
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Homen and Agriculture

Agricurture r5 anoLher of the main houserrold acl rvrL res. Ttre

whore process f rom prepari- rng the land, Flowir:<r, prant tnq '

weedrng and harvestrng takes trrne arrd afford knowredqe arrd

practrce.Thechrldr.enstartearlytohelp.Intheoryt'he

agrrcurturar work rs gender segregated- crearrng the rand seem

to be tfre bol:tleneck' If the husband ts olcl' has oblrqations

toSeveralwrfesortl.lewrfecannotaffcrrdtobuysucha

servlce from clthers, slre can qet drff icultres even r'f she has

c

I

corlcerrred. r

The way of learnlng agrrculture ls by workrnq lrl t'he frelcls

and through ressons and practise rn prrrnary schoor - $orne r'rds

beenlncontactwrththepeopleoftheextensiortservlce.

The technotoqY iE simple ' AI I h'omen have their hoe ' but verY

few hav' cattte for plowrng and a plow slnce'thrs affords

rnvestments and tratlitronarry has been a mare act'rvrty' Thrs

means that the work is ltard artd that tlre result lrr form of

tlre P lot and the seed '

The allr rc;ul t'ural work l$ d<>ne

af Ler-lrootl . Tht-s i'5 Lhe best

crop, vary '

In the vrllage I Irved rl1 I verY

cr ()p . f"lost women lr;rcJ E o su pF: I y

producttort bY buyrng from relat

ear Iy ll'l ttre morn r l''lg and rn the

t t me ;l5 f ;lr a5 t he heal: t$

few were seIfsuppIred r*rtlr

therr own aqrrcuLtural

t'ves or at ttre local marked

Uomen and ceremonies
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actrvrty urhrch ls connected w:,th the socral

relatrons and wrth symbols of poh,er, wealth and crlizenshrp ts

what can be ca.Lled the cerernonie5: Eurrals and t.akr-ng care of

guests from outsrde the vr I laqe ' -

Thrs actrvrt. les ere- "occationaI" actrvitleS, but wrlen they

occur, t-hey rnf luence the way of lrfe of aII those who are

involved and therr act rv r.t les . $rnce meals and servlng 0f f ood

ts tmporLant ln such events, the h'ornen play an rmportant part

tn prepar rng and servrng. The cLOser the relat ive, the mpre

wor k seems t o be demanded f r om f he hromen .

Another aspect of thrs rs that it costs money. Arso here the

women contrrbute because of her wide obligations as far as

" food economY " l5 concerned -

Thus we can say that women in occations as burials have

rmpCIrtant dut les which give them significance and conf rrm

socral relations.

The house thus represent'an important and comprehensive arena

especral ry f or the wornen . Dif f erent type of acf ivit ies have

rts f oundat tons wrthin thrs context, but rts connect ron to tl-te

w ider wor Id var les
The house thus creat es a var red and rnanyf o lded f rame of

act iv ites. rt forms the I r fe of rts members and thus cr eates

possrbillties and challenges for a slngle mEmber and the

members as a whole.

tdomen and arenas of cash Hork

r,je have seen ln the former sectron that, t,he wornen'S need of

cash rs great. Examples of money or cashgeneraEinq actrvities

are sellrng tea, cakes Qr porrige at the landing places' .$ome

sel I tomatoes, but there are few that sel I other agr rcu ltural

products . The cash main ly comes f rom f ishing and f rsh tr'ede '

A f ew wornen are engaged ln f rshrng. The Catol rc congregat lon

have organized a team of men and h,ofnen that are f rshrng from

land. Here the women part rcipate. This is a seasonal

s

c
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ar-ill\4itv holeve aod -!he stability l4all res ' lhere are howeve--r



3

i5

two women, who have lnvested in frshrng nets and have rendered

them to .f boatowner- to use. ThLs means that the women get

the f rsh f rom the nets 3 days, the f rsherrnen qet the f rsh the

4th day and fhe boatowner the 5th day. one of the female

netowners l:-vrnq outsrde the vrllaqe as a *n?lesaletrader,
complarns that she gets trttle profrt. The boalowner tells

her that her net ls ouLworned. She does not betreve thrs and

t.hrnk that he cheats her. Thrs women told fne that she was the

f rrst t o rmpgr t the neh, nets ln l9B4 - She had seen them at

work tn f'lwan za , the biqgest crty at the shores of Lake

victor ra. others tel I that there are {nany examples of

stealrng.
A thrrd women admrnrster her boat on behalf of her husband wl-ro

is workrnq rn a town in another county, she also complains

about the relation to the fishermen and about the profit -

These rdomen shows that some aspects of f ish rng under cer ta rn

circumstances are attractive for women, but they meet

obstackles ln therr relat ion to the owners and the act tve

frshermen since they do nol frsh themselves or darly can

control their equiPment-

On this background h/e have to look at the f rsh trade as one of

the rnost irnportant income generat ing act rvity f or women '

Uomen .J 
"."nas 

for flshtrade
rn the tlke villages the number of the femalp fishtraders vary

frorn fS * of the female populatron to 2 5 ?o In the

villages with several fishtraders, the frshtrade become

vtsrble and have a srgn rf rcance not on Iy as a part of the

household econorny, but also as a part of the vi llage economy'

The f rshtrade e I buying, Ptrocessrng, tFansport , market Ing

make drfferent contexts wi th different actors and demand

drfferent skrIIs. The organizat:.on of the trade ts

character I zed by a pattern that can be expressed In the

f oI Iowing sentence: "one wofnen one unrt of trade" .

i

The way of or gan i z rng can be

the relat ion to the houshold
tradework can be adaPted to

I ooked u Pon as an advan t age :' f

is taken rnto considerat ron - The

the householdwork and vlce versa'
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i-rr .jler- r-crls i-r',tcie r;an q L\,/e Some (.)r-of -r^t w L l-nor.tL 'vi:'r-'V {llt'!':f l

It-lv{j$t met-rr. . I r. ts easy Lo Iearrt , because yc,ll cl.lil ask v(l'ur

i't€3lr1f1rpgrr..11,- or qtther wotnr--rl f.i'r Lire viLLaqe lo '-t3at-t) v()i-l -

il-re fishtrade carr aiso be iooked upon as a pot'srb-rIJ-Ly Lo (JHt

in Lour;lr wrLl-r ottrer: botlr famrLy ailc1 peopLe fr-om c:tlier r:Iaces-

Thus tl-re Lraders geE a possrbr. Irt-y to matnLarrl contacLs, alrcl

establrsh new ones whrle they ar-e earnrnq money to fttllfLll 4

therr obl rgal lons of the house '

Dur rncl the two last years t.lre Women's Orqan:-zat ton has also

tr red Lo organ r ze teams. 2O-5O wornen are organ r zed rn srnaller
qroups whe'e they bY, smCIke, transport and sell frsh at the

Ttre problern so far has been great cost's

rhe wornen have to contttrue [herr prrvaLe

buslness rrr order tcr marnt'arrl her dutres of her house

t.radrt ronal rnarkets -

anrl trtt.j.e Pr()frt.-

ihe i.:,ir- | i-etlecks il(lhrever- are

cc)nrl)eIe wrttr marly otlrers rrl

K)r- t 4rJ . Ilre pr'()()e55lrlq par c

f lrewood f or :ifit(rkrrlg - I lre

car-rytnq the f:.:;lr on Lherr

brkes artd rnorrey to PaY for

km frorn the villaqe-

many. Buyrrlq Llre f lsn Llrey lrave to

geLtrng trold ot' tlre f rsrl ancl Irr

of Iire work':iLlffers fr-<:rn Lack of

Lransportatlon has to be done bY

lreads he<:au se vr:r y f ew w()rnen lrave

a car trartsPort. Tlre buses stoP I

c

- at the fiarkedplace the competitrorl rs5 great ' In Lhe rarny
a

season lhrre cari be lOO women and 20 men sellrng fishProducLs

Thr.salsomeansthattheworkinghourscanbelongandthe
prof rt Ioh/.
The frshtraders rel'ation to the public service is unformal '

An unformal "agreement" between the fishery of f r'cers and the

Lraders l"lave made rt possrble to seII at the local marked

wrrlrout .r Ircense. fhrs creates a oroblematrc relatlon
beEh,een t.rre F)ubl rc f rsl'\ery sector and the IocaI traders '

fhe r r{;tlerv uf f tcers f eeL t-lley qlve tlle wornen some unlelqal

privrie(lla, t fie women fear Lhe offlces'
F I srrr' d,:l rrrrl ().rn LltuS t)e coll.5l.qer[:al a5 a Surv LVll sl-r .rtecly:

Thes€i ddys tite i. ltEle proirt <loes !o Lhe survrvar oi tfre

rn.f tl'rtrlr l ,l i'l.lI L,lrell . V1:l-y rdl- ely t-t 11''1(.:5 i-'o Lnve.5lmellt "tl](i
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t(rt)rovmenL of therr bt.tslt'!ess ttecause t.he pr-of rt rs low - The

b,.:ckqround of flre female t'rslriraders, carl alscr be used a5 a

,5I,tni.f rr;atlon of the f .r^slrt-'-asle .:ts .:{|l i:Llrvtv.tl strateqV- -lhe

srrra.II sc;rIe female f rsi'iti-ader are mc'st Irl..eiy wtfe= cf oicler

fie1, Wj.fe= Of mefl Wfth mdny C()WJ^tf:5. Aft<:l wl-feS W:-th mPn

sL,:v.1 ilq ouLsrcie the w:. Ilaqe. In oi'-her- w()rdsj tlrey al-e w-t-fe:r ot

lrr_rsfrarrcls that lrave a har-rJ t:-rne r.n shar ltrcl Ll-re lrot-t=ho i-':l

cpl-.Lqat.t-otrE -

plost of the wc)men's frsl-rLrade tl'rerefore can be sard Lo h.relotrq

to Lhe unformal econorny wrttr few r-elat.rotls to Lhe pttblrc atrd

formal sector. The vrllage pattern of female f rshtrade thtts

f orm a contrast to the traders rn Ehe b Lgqer Lowns atrd Ln some

other lake vrllages where they pay therr licence, and have a

fear ly brg buslness and get brg prof rt '

Formal organ i zat i'ons as f emale arenas

The women's relat ions Lo the f ormal assocrat rons anqj

organlzatron varies. I. rnentroned above that the f rshtrade of

t.he women , represent, an unf ormal economy. In Ehrs vi I Lage

there are no trade unrorrs or trade cooperatrve5- There are

however 5 f rsher les of f lcers who are supposed lo 'jerve several

comntunrtles. TO day the of f icers usually gIVe permlssons to

lruy neE,s and are workr.nq wittr Llte Ltref ts e q steeLrrrq <:f i'he

net-s tn thc Iake at n rght . Tlre local f .r sl-rery of f r Cers of to

<iay are m3n. They consrcler r.rte f rslrermen ,15 thelr marrl Lilr''let

group. During 1989 one of the clf f rcers was as$r qned to work

rn t.he group.
The admlnrstratrve level thaL the women are rrl touch wrLlr and

wher-e they can meet other wornen are the female workers ln

the cofnmunrty development. The vrllages we are wrltrng arrout

here , however have I itt Ie or no contact r*i th thrs sect ron of

publrc polrtrcs. ThiS SeCtOr Often put wornen's questlon on

the agencJa because they inrtrate pro.lect's of agrrculture'

potteryrnaklng, Sowrng, etc. SOme years aqo some women also

rnrt rated a frshtrade proiect, but they got organ tzatronal

problems and had to seld the ftnanzral supporL back'
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So far there has been lrttle cooperatron between the frshery

admln l.strat ron and the other publ rc sectors . Perhaps we cen

say t hat her e we see exarnp les of unsued poss rb r I r t res .

The formal orqan r zat ions that are present are orqan rzat lcns

related to the drf f erent rel igrous congreg.at rons ' Women

part rc ipate both on inteqrated boards and in segr egated

women.59roUp5.srncethechurce5aIsopartrcrpatedln<
development work, this can be an important channel to

rnf luence and change on the local level .

Few women are act tve and rn position rn the local branch of

the party , Few of the adu It wofnen are party mernbers ' In the

vrltage I studres about 25'4. Fewer are members of local

boards, but because of sentral regualtions, 2 of the 25

rnernbers of the v:.!lage councrl will always be women' In lhe

publ ic f ora in thrs village the wornen of ten listens and seldom

partrc:.pate. Sorne years ago a t.,omen tried to be a mayor In t.he

vi I lage . Together with another male candiadate, she was

accepted by the party, Fut she lost the f inal elect ion ' The

Iocal people said she had to loose, because she belongs to a

clan wrth few supporters. And because she was a woman'

The wofnenrs organizatlon (UttJT) could also be an rmportant

channel f or the women. l-4any brances have started cooperat rves

and indu*trial projects, but the frshery ?ector cannot look

back on the same exper i ences . Sorne year s ago t hey r an a

Iitt Ie cafe and a shop, but noh, the local branch can be sard

to be sleeping. The leader and the secreatry however attend on

meetings outsrde the village and thus get to know the rdeas

of women's development. As mentioned above, they have lately

also tr:.ed to engbge ln f rsh trade'

The ideas of develOpment exrst among t/omen aS well as rnen'

It often materlalrzes in desires "technrcal thrngs of

Somethrng commrng from outside that we lack" ' The rdeas of

development are more than anything else very concrete ' The

strategles and the organlzational aspect are seldom
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elaborated. Thrs rs understandable as Ionq as t.he relatron

between the polrtics of communrty developemnt, women artd

f rshery on aI I le'yels more or less are undlscusserl -

Ther e ar e however examples of r^n rt rat tve ln the ne:-ghbour rng

ward center . A former nurse have invofvJO tn bu i ldrnq a

frshery cent.re for wornen, wtth male partrcrpants as frshermerl

and female Processors or traders -

The natronal rnstrtutron of fisheries deveJ-opment, l"lbeqanr FDC

has started a three rnonths short course where women from three

Mara vrllages among those, Sota, are involved.
An experrenced theacher qo into the dislrrct wrth the support

of the shor t course and extent ion depar trnent and theach a

women. s course. Thrs is the f rrst inrtiative f rom l4begani FDc

that focus on women in the reglon of Mara.

tJomen and unformal arenas
The dreams of development are often drscussed at unformal

arenas connected to work. Landinq places where Lhe Eraders

buy the f rsh f rom f ishermen and the rnarkedsplaces wher e the

f rsh rs sold seems to be irnportant. Here the indrvrdual
traders meet and I isten to news, discuss politrcal lssues

both with rnen and with h,omen. Here they discuss and pornt out

conf I ictE in their trade. There are aLso examples that they

rece tve news from the f ishery of f lcer r f there are spec ral

things thCy have to be aware of - Often the wofnen'show

outstanding abilities in making speaches and that they are

wel I informed about local events relevant for therr trade -

Other examp les of unformal forES , are ce lebrat rons and church

arenas. Here people from different vrIIages, rneet and dr.scuss

therr chal Ienges. On this background we can rnderstand that

sorne of the chur ches engage In f rshery pro jects '

F rshery pro;ects of drf f erent kinds vrsual i ze neh, chal lenges'

Dur rng one of rny stays tn the v r l lage we arr anged sofne ad hoc

meet rngs ln different parBs of the commun ity together wrth tne

f rshery off icers to dtscuss bu i tding of a f ish-smokrnq kr ln

f or educat rona I purposes . The women thernse Ives approved to

c
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t.he prolecL and where left to dectrie where to bu:-ld the k.t-Ln-

Tlrrs was drscussed at the meeLrng wl'rlch was at.tended by a few

men. The !+omen harl severctl oprnro{rs where Lo bt..rrlrl Iiie k:'i-t-t-

The v:-Llage councrl wiro had rrot hacl tlrerr meetrngs j.n 4

m()trLl'rE, waai ,rniv i-rrfqtr-med .rbout t,lre women'5 clrorSe- i;iever-al

memliers (j.1.5.i*]flveci abouL the cholce- TnJv sard rt' was Lo

c lcr-e i.,J ,:r (;er r.a r.n rn;rn ' s F)r{)per cy . Hven thouqh t"tre women lra'c {

:rlar ted t c) f-ru r- tcl t tle k r. Ln , Llte drsctrssl"or\$ was sc) hard , Li-lat

i-lre Li.ii, l..: (.,,--(rrq:c)t- sr-ilpirecl . /\ i-aIer e'Ffor-t Lo t;urLtl tlre krLtl

rreartrv t. ire t r. st"lery st at lon to eilrptras.r Ae Ll-re ecltjcat l.onaI aspect

(.) r t. t . rrrlL qr..l(.-r;*1r-l6rql - llt tire s.tnrr3 t trne h<lwever- Thr.: F rslrerv

Researclr lns:.trtrrt.* took over the st.aLtotr and are now the ones

to Lr=e lt-

Thrs lrttte exarnple shohrs frrst of all tlre importance of

fclllowrng the formal establrshed procedures' especrally t*hen

sensrble questrons lrke Iocalrzation of somethrng tt-taL are

assosrated wrth developmgnt is on Ehe agenda. Second Ly rt

slrows also thal male dominated foras wl-ren they agree, tltey

have drf f rculties rn accepting clecrsrorls made by women -

Thrrdly, rL shows that the questlon of clans and famrly are

takelr r.nto consrderatrons as a vrvld polrtrcal fact,or.

ln a way.;th€ unformal meetrngs car't be consrdered as a settrng

for "smalI taLks" Ehat. can be satrl Io tle neces:531-/, bt'tL not

suff rcrent tn a process of developrnent. It also sl-rows Lhal:

cuLtr-rr.lI ant] ()r-ctrjlflrtaE:-orral f;rctr:r's have LO be cakert rtri;o

cor.tsr<lerat rot'ts wt-ren deve.Lopmerrt. strat.egles are Iaunched -

Uomen 's coordinat ion of the lrouse

Just as ln a Nor th Norweglan f rshery socrety , Lhe womerl p lay

an rmportant role ln coordrnat,ron. The coorqirnatron rs

however of another krnd. b/lrr le the North Norwegran Homen play

a key role rn coordrnatrrrg drfferent actrvrtles on Lhe loc:aI

f rshery sector , the Tanzanian wornen marnly coordrnate the

economy of the:,r house .

t

c
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Just as ln the case of the Norweq.tan frslrery wornen, t.h*lr
f lexrbrlrLy ls great. Irr the lat<e vrLlaqes Ll-re f rslrLracJe seem

to represent a possrbrlrLy that enables the h,omen to fullfrll
her farntly oblrqatrons also in srLuatlons of crrses. . Tlrey

can wrthdraw from the f rshtracle if they qet alLernatrves, for
rnstarrce rf f lshermen earn well . Than tlrerr wrf es are wort<rn{

as farmers and houshold workers. Very rarely Ehey hrere

f rsl-rtraders.

In Ehe relatron to tlre tradrtrorral dutrtls of husband and

wlfes, we can say LhaL tfte coor.lrnatrcrn <:f the ftot-tse, also can

be looked Llpon a5 the proud w rf e's strategy irr her stru$qle of
keep lnq u0 t lte f:r ide ancl honour 6f Ltre f am L ly .

Thris r t. can be cc)rtsrdered noL only as arl econornrc actrvrty.
It rs also d cul.rrlral actj.vity thaE qlves drqnity-

Let. us therefore see how the mo<Jel looks lrke rf wF appl.y rt
to r:he to descrbe the situation of ttre Mara frshery w()men-



Figure ?- Survey
committees etc. )

42

of nomen's areas of activitY
, women's tasks, coordination

ARENA OF PAID ACTIVIIES

(house, tFade,
and flexibility

FOR],IAL COf'I]'II TTEES
AND ORGANIZATIONS

F ishpr ocessrng
and trade
+++

\ Ottrer kincl of

J trade 
I(fr,.t

il
lt

//
// I Por it icar or I

, // I or gan I zat ional I

ltU , I act lvit ies IVJ
Unformal talks at
horne, Iandingsites ,
markedsites etc

Lh FORI.IAL COI,IT'II TTEES
AND ORGANIZATIONS

I Reproduct lon

HOUSE

+ developlng activi.ties
decllnlng act lvitles

The Tanzanian Case: GendQT , control and

The women's unrts of actrvities are to

connected to the formal organ i zat ions -

\

lCerernon ies
I

I

I Agr i-
I cu Iture
l**

t

organ i zat ion

a smal I degr ee

Perhaps we can say that

they represant the unformal sector.

The \romen have therr own product ion or bus lness un its . Those

are unf ormal . The house un rt ls the domtnant un rt an<J most of

the lrromen 'S frrOduCt rOn IS Orqan r Zed wrthrn rt or In

rJol.tEN's
coordinat lon

and the resPon-
slbility of the

HOUSE

Productlon of I
food I
f lnanclng I

connectron to rL-



+

43

Thrs means that the cont rc I aspect becomes different compared

wrth the North Norwegran Case: bJhrLe the women tn the North

Norwegran case can be sard to belong to many systems of

aclrvrttes controlled by several men, the wornen of the l"lara

case are of ten under lhe control of f er* **n ln her f ami Iy,

often her father and later on the husband - In the above

ment roned case of bu r ldrnq the ktln, we sah, men involve

Lhemselves rn lhe local r zat ron of the. krln and wanted to

chanqe the decisron made by women. In other cases there are

examples that husband control the women's surplus money. The

economtc relatrons seern also to be directly connected to the

men's control of the sexual relatrons: when and how often he

want to be together wrth hrs wife, what sanct ions shou Id be

developed rf the wife does not treat hrm as he wants rnkludlng

mak rng hrs food. Among tne local men and women rn thrs Hara

vrllage, the rdeas of thrs is clear and rarely challenged.

The Tanzanian case and the aspect of knosledge

In Tanzania the women's position has been recognrzed on the

general and pol rt ical level for a long t ime ( Nyerere , L967 ) .

l'tost emphasi s has been pu t

and commun rty development .

on the wornen's role in agrrculture

There has been few drscussions

about women in the fisherles. The women of the frsherres

thus seem to gef lrttle attention on the politrcal level. No

wonder that the women's development rs assosrated wrth

"ch r Idren , health food and uater " , f ishery development most

of ten wrth the econorntc aspect ln general and f isherrnen's

develcpment specrf ical fy - In a way we can say there Is a

mrsmatch between the locaI part rcrpat ton and the sentral

knowledge and understanding of the situat ion - Thrs means t hat

Q
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i^s rilv L5LiJ LrJ - i r-rr: ill'jii' 5 iliorllLi'l'3ll()ti trl

i r'r arrci t t-r(] l,.rr- c;h .l enl5 () T L iie t .I 5l'ter- L *:'

r? (lT- I. i'l€ w,3{llen'5 Lf lv L* i^Lr:.e r-'J Le e'ji)ec i-ai-

a

Tlre IasE years' research Irtterature irave some examples of

h,omen tn the f rsnerres as an rnt.egraEed par-t of local f r5hery

(Schwantz lgi35b, Bashemererwa et, EI, 198b, Gerrard L987,lrJemba

Rashrd 1965 ancj i987). There have been a productrorl CIf

formalrzed knowledge. To wFrat degree tt-re IrEteraLure has been

for takerr rnto corisrderalrotl 1.5 <Jt-ff icufL to say. h/e have

sorne rndrcaLrons however t,t-raL rt has beert referred to artd

thus t:serJ r)n ttre reglon,ll Levr:l atrcJ by nrlvaEe '-rrd

orqcrn I zat tcirrs. T irrotrgh peron;rl corrtact I krrow t.hat men rrl

t.tre pr.rr> L rc I rsl)ery arlrn.ar,rl=EraL lon ar-e f .lrnr I r,]r wrch Sorne i-.tt

t lre f lrr*lrngs ot' the researh. l-lre pr-act rcal resu I Ls however

depen,J 111 the pos=;rbillLr€5, abllrty artd rnterest t:Q rrnFrierttent

polrtrcal rdeas. Among ttre frstrery offlcers there are rnen

that look upon wornen as the responsrbrlrty gf the husband.

They look upon fnen as therr tar get groups . Tltus knowledge

rnust be seen ln relat ron wrth rcleology and understandment -

Whether rt ls used by local women is also a quest ron . It

depends on Lhe wo6en's abilrty to read and wrrfe , the

researct-rers abrlrty ln lOcal language5 and the women's

possrbrlrfy to geL holcl of reievant lrtterature wtr:-ch.tE

ofEel very d.r.ffrcult unles$ ttre relatron between t'he loca.L

women art c1 t, he r esear clrer L s ot:r sott a I -

'l-lre researc.:ft becornes f r.rsL and ft>rmost, relevallt on

=_-_-urr:-.i'': rpnt r i; lc lr+vr:l ln Ev{.iLefns L.lrerl- a|e butlL <lr-t

*

a polrt. rc:aI
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rL rs therefore rmportattt

5 - Co,.rrLe OnS : Tne North and the South: Simr lar it res and

contrasts

G

In t.ire aoove de:icrrpL.ron attcl arta]

srm:-.Lar r- t les ;lnd co.ltrasts.

lJrnce formalrzatron of knowledge

focus, I shall LrY Lo emPhasize

ana I yt ica I discusslon .

v:i 1.5 we c iti'l t r- ac;e sotne

and organ r

these trar

r5 my marn

t- he

zat ron

ts ln

/ Survival strategies, ctrises and gender

The female adaptron to a situation of crises ls that women

have to work harder to provide t.he famrly wrtlr all t.hey need.

Thus rp Ll-re t rme of cr rsrs, the burden of the wc)merl encreases.

One cornmon traiL rs that f:.sheries women llvtng tn =ma!l

vrIlageS in Northern Norway arrd ln tl-re lake V.tc;forra area ln

Tan.ean ia creates straEeq r.es Lo surv LVe - l-hq:y d,'vIo(le

drfferent CIalm5 and aCtlveLres Err:cattse Ol' tl-re d-t{'ft:rence In

cultur-e arrd organlzat,ron. 13ut they mr>rlrf y <Jt-f f rcult

situations, and they artrculate clalfils on behal.f of

themselves and the oneg they are responrble for concernrnq

workrng condrt ions, development poI rt rcs , Chr Id care 
'

educat lon and hea I th . At the t rme beerng h,omen ln both

sett rngs look upon the situatlon as very drff rculL . It can be

character I zed as a si E.uat ron of problems . Thrs word rs used

bv some of the women
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The Norwegran frsher-y crrsrs seem to be based on both local,

natj-onaI and :-nternatronal problems- I have menL:-on that the

!{omen have l it t Ie rnf luence on the rnst i tut :-on above I ocal
L

j_eveI. The marked, resources and subsidres Seem to generate

rmportant condrt lons on the nat tonal and ina*.nat ronal level .

Here ne i ther loca I men nor locaL women seem t o have contro I

The Tan zan lan cr lsls can be related to the cr rsis of the 3 rd

wor Id's economy , lack of inf luence and dependency of the donor

agencies.

Ambigu ity of Po I i t ical Pr lnciples , cl'lses and gender

The next questron we can ask, is how the the society and rts

publ rc pol icy handle this srtuat lon of cr rses. Eoth Norway

and Tanzania have an art iculated pol rt ics of equality. fn the

field of frshery this is only specrfied to a certarn degree

and has to be understood because the knowledge about women

as ser imts actors in the f isher y and the f ishery po I rcy has

not been accepted as a basis for pol it ical and social r rqhts -

Thrs ts the case both in Norway and Tanzania.

The rndustr ial pol it ics are however rnuch rnore elaborated in

Norway. Here the pol it rcal aim is prof itable lnst rtut rons of

the f rshery sector - In Tan zan ia they say pr ivat I zat ron

especlal Iy of the market rng of f rsh. Th:,s pr lnciples seem to

have a greater concernlA$ than the equal ity pr inclples . In

the Norwegian context i t means f hat the wornen try rng to st ar t

a process rng factory wi I I have pr ob lems of get t rnq t he rr

*

ItproSects through the bureaucrat tc aAd pol it rcal channeJs
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ls not "on$rdered 
prof i tab le . In Tan zan

support wrll be grven to brgqer f :-rms

marketrng of f rshflr rather then vrl-Iaqe

expand.

Cr ises, changes in values and gender

ra rt means that PubI

who wrII enqage rn

k/ornen wl-io wan t t o

the popu lat ion seem to be manY

lead to cultural changes

re lat ions are conserned ,

IC

o

The rmpact of the crrses on

both contexts crises seem to

especrally as far as gender

In

In Frnnmark husbands and fathers traditionally have had the

cash resposibi I ity f or his f arni Iy . In per iods of cr ises , Lhe

women have taken over a great part of these responsrbr I rtes rf

they have had possibliitrJs.

In MARA reglon husbands and fathers have tradttronally kept

cattle and some have been fishermen. CattIe have had priorrty

before tnvcetment in fishing. Durrng the l4st lO years fhe

number of cattle have decreased because of need of cash and

because of eroslon and lack of grass. Dur rng the 1980-ies

the problems of f ishing equ ipment have encreased - Therr

husbands possibilites to keep up with therr traditional dutres

and tradrt ional investment pattern are few, Therr wrves are

responsrble for the darly economrc burden whrch seems greater

than before

Thus the actual role pattern changes

-:n 

r mnant on tFre Lrad i t i ona I va lues

which a Iso

of qen_dqr_

seern t o have

relatrons.
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It rs .aiso rmportarrt to emphastze lhat even rf the cr Lses lS

a corrcept used tn both areas, tl-re rmpact ls somel+l'rat drffererrt

bec.lu=e of ttre drf f erencee; ln p()wer, sErucL.ur^e and maIer laI

ctrjLur-e- lrr tlre Tanzanrar''l context, 1L rs Ll're questrotr of

f,ee,:1lrrq the 'tdrnrly, hrin(ter ;etr<J ft-rrally tlre questrotr of the

pnysl cal irr:altlr, -l.rf e and deaIlr Llrat, are orl tlre agencla rn

s r- t:rlai. ion ctl (ir J.s Lri. itr Norway rE Ls Llte ouest.:.<:n tlf l<eeprnct

the l"rclutie, f he boal arrd tl-re work. IL can be the questl.on 0f

psy()o Ioq rcal f'reaI Elr anrJ soc ra L relat lons wrthrn ;lnd ou Esrde

Lhe fantrly"

fhese drfferences are also related to the pol rt rcal and

economrcral condrtrons of the countrres' N.rway'5 prJsltron as
J

a welfare state and Tarrzanias posrtron aE a developrng country

can explarn sorne of these dif f erences. The strateqies of

solvrrrg the crrses wr.Il also be drfferent. In Nort,hern

Norway we have seen po I r t rcai. act iorrs 'be tnq rtr r t ratecJ

afflong fl1;herles h/omen. In Tanzanra wornen r c&rt be polrtrcal

act. Ive, bUt rarely wornen .Ln f r.slrelry vr L Iaqes .ri-e l>..rltErcldr-l5r

PoIrtrcal organraation, the sector polrtrcs and qender

The va !.ues, dct r-vr.t ies arrd sE,rtrctures of the I l';tiery women ()a(1

belooked upon as a forrn of lrfe, a cultural adaptlon that ls

more than lust a rnere trade or occupatlon.

There are drffrculties tn artlculatrng dernand [recause lhey

have to transcend the narrow way of t.hrnkrng based on cer Larn

?rerleq The ocrl ifir:q and tlre medra qte.m to pnlaroe tha
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itq

difi*'i-t:nCeS'

Dur rnq t l-ie cr t5e5, Norweqran f rsher Ie5 ' women '5 il(.' l. i- i; lcal

.3ci r,Jr-,5 , dr-e wel l- known b,ecause of the relal ronS Io tna55 nte':'lta

lulore and more of tlre f rsherywornerr have Identrf red ttrernselves

aE f rsirermen'.:; ,+rfes and thus artrculate demands on thrs

backqround. TFrrs ls possrble because f rshery tradrtrnally are

looked :-n t o as a drst rnct sector f rom the local level and up

to ttre natronal level ln Norway. In Tanzarlia the f ishery

seutcr rs much more tnLe.Jrale<C rn other Sect'ors ' It ls a

,.comor'ed'' economy to a Iarqer degree than Elre Norweglan

frsirr:rres- l-hr-s fact h.ls rmpacts on in* pt-tbLrc polrcy- In

Tanzanr.l r:ul.rl:.c pol.rcy ts more coloured by agrrcr"tlture and

(:;(..)rqrn(.irir-i-V tleveLrlf.rmertL Lharr l-n NOfWay Where pOItltc:S Of tl'rr?

t'r:itery LS ap Irnpgl-tant f rnancral arrd Organr.zattOrtal

cor-r.;trucE rorl -

Ttre fact that the Norwegran f rshery ls more dependent or]

publrc subsidi€s, also grve a greater rmportance to defrnlnq

the f isharmen'5 wif es and oLl-rer act rve f rrshery women as

rnterest qroups belonging to the frshery sector ln Norway'

In Tan zan !a the h/omen rderrt rf y themselves on the basrs of

Lrrbe and clan or because Ehey belong to a certarn reltglous

congreqalron. In sorne ca5es the basrs Of drf ferentratrolls

dr-e ,;o 5 !..-lrr r-f r-cant that it prevetrt f rom pdr E rcrpat t<>n rn

clevelL)ofirer-ll oroJ€'cts evetl tlroucil-r they formerly have exoressecl

tflt,'frrEt.'.; Llt lL .

o

o

t

- int.rn2l versus ext2rnel initiatives and strateqlcs-
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Another rmportan t drf f erence ln Lhe strateqres rn t.he iwo

cu Itural contexts rs the fact that the Norweqran local women

themselves take rnt rt Iat rve to act ions and pro.lec-t s. In

Tanzen ra "h/omen f rom ouLsrde" have taken the :-n rf lat rves rn

0 the ';rllages we here are dealing wrth. Tltrs i1as to be

o 
rlol-tnected to the polrtrcal structure as mentron al:orve, but rt

has also to be connected to education and knowledqe besrdes

the frnancral and organLzatronal resources already rnentroned.

The Norweglan fishery women to a larger extent seem to be

ah,are of lherr posrt ron and thus can use therr pol rtical

possib i I rt res - Other Norwegian wornen groups have done thrs

since the ear ly 7A-t ies. At that t rme :,t was also "outside"

'" wornen that put the f rshery women on the scientrf ic and

political agenda.

In f an zan ia rural wornen engageO in the f isher res have t he

arms , but lack the resources I ike the educated women from

other sectors and institutrons. When they Iack the resources,

'' they then have to cooperate wr th outsrde women a,^.{. td.*w

0 t,oNEN CAN BE CONSIDERED AS A RENEUAL FORCE OF POLTTTCAL AND

ECONOI"IICAL STRATEGIES, 8UT IHEY MUST CONTROL CERTAIN RESOURCES

IN ORDER TO BE THE INITIATIORS OF CHANGES.

Right now there are many examples that wornen are a renewal

force even though they tn many cases have different rnterest.s

and thrnk dif ferently- In aqgepting thrs and by gIVIng the
I

women better possib'rIites. to reaf rfle therr ideas of rmprov-

ement, they wiII be important partners ln the development of

the f rsher res both rn the Nor th and the Sou th .

8ut the Iack of formalizaEion of knowledge-lhe lack of
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