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Qverview of women’s roles in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan

India

Some 3.52 million fishers and family members who belong to 756 212 households live in 3 202
marine fishing villages of India. Among men, the major fishery-related occupations are labour
(39.2%), net-mending (28.6%) and marketing (14%). The major women’s occupations are
marketing (41.8%), labour (18.4%) and curing/ processing (18%). Women dominate in fish
marketing (73.6%), while men dominate in net-repair and net-nfaking (nearly 80%) and in
providing labour to fishing boats (69.5%). ,

Sustaining fishing communities in India communities has been the task of women, who not only
play the role of wife and mother, but who contribute substantially in many ways to the income of
the family. In stages of harvest, women fishworkers perform the following: pre-harvest - making
and mending nets, preparing hooks with bait, pond preparation, seed collection, and feeding;
harvest — clam and mussel picking, collecting seaweed and pearl diving; and post-harvest — fish
vending, processing (salting and drying), oil extraction and they also work as labourers in the
processing plants.

As is true in other sectors, the contribution of women in the fisheries sector is not taken seriously
by the State. Not only does the State not have any data on women but rarely, if at all, are any
budget allocations made to support the work of women in fisheries.

Bangladesh

There are 1,320,480 people employed in fisheries in Bangladesh. Traditionally women did not
have access and control over resources like land, knowledge, cash and tools. The social position
of women was so inferior to that of men that women had little or no influence on the decision-
making process. Lack of access and control over cash income perpetuated the myth that women’s
work was less important than men’s. Fishing was an activity traditionally reserved for Hindu
males, with the exception of some widows and older women in the southern part of the country.
In 1996, fishing was the second most important occupation outside the agricultural sector, yet
only 3 % of working women fished (Sultana et al., 2002). However, women now actively
participate in both fishing and in resource management. New markets have also allowed women
to gain access to coastal resources. Aquaculture has created a demand for shrimp fry and many
women, regardless of religion, age and marital status, now catch shrimp fry, e.g., along the coast
of Bangladesh. Women and children comprise 80 % of the workforce in shrimp fry collection
(Sultana et al., 2002). !

Women in Bangladesh play a significant role in the small-scale fisheries sector. About 30% of
women in rural and coastal areas are directly or indirectly engaged in small-scale fisheries. Of the
total employed in the fisheries sector, about 10-12% are women. The major areas of women's
involvement are aquaculture, shrimp culture, fish processing, net, gear and craft making. Though
women in Bangladesh, similar to their counterparts in the region, are not involved in active
fishing from the sea, they participate in certain forms of fishery as a family along with the men. In
parts of Bangladesh, where women are involved in fishing, it is only through activities such as
shrimp seed and fish fry collection and mostly it is only women from the poorest families who get
involved as fry collectors. In Bangladesh, women who are involved in the fresh fish trade are
usually old or divorced and almost all of them belong to the Hindu fishing communities.




Though Bangladesh has a fisheries sub-sector in its National Plans since 1973, the focus on
women has been negligible. It was only since the sixth national plan that the scope was broadened
to include fishing communities, which paved the way for the inclusion of women. However, the
1998 National Fisheries Policy does not mention the strategy to improve women's participation in
fisheries despite having it as an objective.

Sri Lanka

Out of a fishing population of 547,523 there are 148,167 employed in fisheries in Sri Lanka. A
key issue in the fisheries sector is the role and status of the wives and other women in fishing
families. There is evidence of positive developments from the women’s perspective. Fish
handling, grading and processing for local markets principally involve women and there is some
evidence that they are becoming more active in these activities. Earlier, shore-based post-harvest
fisheries activity provided certain opportunities for women. Their roles were traditionally
important because they were the processors and handlers of fish for the domestic market.
However, these traditional roles have been to support the male fishers, as economic partners to
their spouses. Cultural barriers have strictly controlled the women’s behaviour and participation.
They are also highly affected by collapses in the industry but have very little role in resource
management.

Pakistan

There are 272,273 people employed in fisheries in Pakistan. In the past women usually
accompanied their male family members on fishing trips. There was no major division of work.
The whole family was usually engaged in fishing, cleaning and drying. Women were also
engaged in the sell of fish in the local as well as remote markets. Women also used to fish in the
shallow waters of the coastal areas. However, with the commercialization of fisheries and
expansion of the sector, women were slowly and gradually pushed out of the process and
activities. Hence the role of women of the fishing community has almost come to an end. The
Pakistan government has done little for the fisherwomen and their livelihoods. Fisherwomen are
not mentioned anywhere in government policy documents/legislations/laws.

Maldives

The country relies virtually on two sectors — tourism and fisheries. While the contribution of
fisheries has been declining over time, it remains vital to the economy, because it is the main
provider of food items and employment in a number of atolls. In the Maldives, fishing activities
and harvesting marine life in the oceans, lagoons or reef flats are performed exclusively by men.
Post-harvesting activities aimed at adding value, such as salting and drying fish, are the domain
of women. Forty-five species of reef fish are commercially important; the salted and sun-dried
reef fish are exported. With the progressive mechanization of the fishing industry and a shift in
the external demand for dried and salted fish, women's employment in fish-processing industries
has declined sharply. On the atolls, women's share of the economically active population fell in
1990, before increasing again in 1995. In 1995, two sectors dominated employment on the atolls-
manufacturing, which accounted for up to 50 percent of female employment; and fishing, which
represented 34 percent of male employment.
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Appendix: Some international le

al instruments of relevance to women in fishing communities

Convention on
the
Elimination of
All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women
(CEDAW),
1979

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right:

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBR1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To this end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where
Development, appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
1991 fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;

(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (1) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women -

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right: :

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(2) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To thjs end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where

Development,
1991

appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Atrticle 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability
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Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
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(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;
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fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account,.in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
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Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
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equality and than 2015
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Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

v

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers




Appendix: Some international le

al instruments of relevance to women in fishing communities

Convention on
the
Elimination of
All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women
(CEDAW),
1979

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right: : ks
(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(¢) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To this end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where

Development,
1991

appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and imprové traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (1) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

L

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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the
Elimination of
All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women
(CEDAW),
1979

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right: :

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(2) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To this eng, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where

Development,
1991

appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in.
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

v

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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Convention on
the
Elimination of
All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women
(CEDAW),
1979

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right:

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities; ‘
(2) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To this end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where

Development,
1991

appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve iraditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (1) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary

Promote gender
equality and
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
than 2015

L4

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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Convention on
the
Elimination of
All Forms of
Discrimination
against
Women
(CEDAW),
1979

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right: :

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on

Preamble

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation

Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To thjs end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where

Development,
1991

appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;
(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Article 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and | than 2015
empower
women

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

L4

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in

the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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Appendix: Some internatioﬂal le
Convention on | Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced
by rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in
the economic survival of their families, including their work in the
non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present
Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, that they participate in and
benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to
such women the right: :

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of
development planning at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including
information, counselling and services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-
formal, including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter
alia, the benefit of all community and extension services, in order to
increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain
equal access to economic opportunities through employment or self
employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(2) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing
facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and
agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to
housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and
communications.

Convention on | Preamble Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation
Biological and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
Diversity the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
(CBD), 1992 implementation for biological diversity conservation.

Agenda 21: Chapter 17 of | Article 17.81. Coastal States should support the sustainability of
The Agenda 21 small-scale artisanal fisheries. To this end, they should, as
Programme of appropriate:

Action for (a) Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries development in marine
Sustainable and coastal planning, taking into account the interests and, where
Development, appropriate, encouraging representation of fishermen, small-scale
1991 fisherworkers, women, local communities and indigenous people;

(b) Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and the special
situation of indigenous people and local communities, including
their rights to utilization and protection of their habitats on a
sustainable basis;

(c) Develop systems for the acquisition and recording of traditional
knowledge concerning marine living resources and environment and
promote the incorporation of such knowledge into management
systems.

17.82. Coastal States should ensure that, in the negotiation and
implementation of international agreements on the development or

AN




conservation of marine living resources, the interests of local
communities and indigenous people are taken into account, in
particular their right to subsistence.

17.94. Coastal States, with the support of relevant subregional,
regional and global agencies, where appropriate, should:

(a) Develop research capacities for assessment of marine living
resource populations and monitoring;

(b) Provide support to local fishing communities, in particular those
that rely on fishing for subsistence, indigenous people and women,
including, as appropriate, the technical and financial assistance to
organize, maintain, exchange and improve traditional knowledge of
marine living resources and fishing techniques, and upgrade
knowledge on marine ecosystems;

The United Atrticle 5: In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
Nations Fish General migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
Stocks Principles seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
Agreement, with the Convention
1995 (i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers;
Article 24: 2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of
Recognition of | conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
the special and highly migratory fish stocks, States shall take into account the
requirements of | special requirements of developing States, in particular:
developing (b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to
States fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and
women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing
States, particularly small island developing States;
The Goal 1: Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 20135, the proportion of
Millennium Eradicate population below $1 (PPP) per day
Development | extreme Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of
Goals poverty and underweight children under five years of age people who suffer from
(MDGs), 2000 | hunger hunger
Goal 3: Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
Promote gender | education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later
equality and than 2015
empower
women .

Goal 4: Reduce
child mortality

Goal 5:
Improve
maternal health

Goal 7: Ensure
environmental
sustainability

Target 5: Reduce by two- thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-
five mortality rate

Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of
environmental resources

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation
Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers
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