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With the following demands put forth, the NFF held the second day of the Dharna at Janthar
Manthar, New Delhi:
1. The ministry of Agriculture in GOI shall be bifurcated and a separate ministry shall be set up for
Fisheries and the welfare of the fisherfolk.

Kerosene and diese! supply for smail and traditional fishermen shall be at cost price.
Like for the farmers, the loans of the fishermen too shall be waived in conditions of disastrous
weather. The fishermen also shall be given loan at differential rate of interest (4%) as given to the
farmers. The sales tax for equipments bought by the fishermen shall be at 4% as in the case of
farmers, instead of the present 12%.

4. All violations of the CRZ shail be taken immediate action and the right of the fisher community for
the coast shall be protected in the spirit of CRZ Notification 2011,

5. All purse seine shall be banned in all parts of the country.

6. The fisher people shali be permitted to stay and dry their nets and catches in Jambudeep area all

year around.

The NFF members started the day with enthusiastic songs and slogan shouting. The crowd was
met by Mr. Balram Yadav MP from Maharashtra, Mr. A. Sampath MP (CPI-M) from Kerala and
Mr. Laloo Patel MP of Union Territory of Daman.

Mr. Balram Yadav went through the memorandum of NFF and meticulously showed how each
of the demand is justified. He also said that he would ensure that there is some discussion on
these issues during the present session of the parliament.

Mr. A Sampath said that he has always travelled along with the fisher community with regards to

addressing their issues. He said that the fisher community with about 3 crore people has all the
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rights to demand a separate ministry. More over he believed that the fisheries ministry people are
generally lack knowledge of the fisher issues and that adds to the need to have a separate
ministry. He also said that the demand for fuel at cost price when fuel prices are skyrocketing
day by day and demand to take action on CRZ violations when violators are profiteering
companies, are two most important demands.

Mr. Laloo Patel MP of Daman said that while the agriculture ministry has a lot of fund
allocation, there is no provision mentioned for fisheries during the present budget. This simply
shows the need to have a separate ministry.

Mr. Sanjay Nirupam MP (chief whip of Congress in Maharashtra), Dr. Sanjeev G Naik MP
(NCP) Chief whip of NCP in Lok Sabha from Thane, Mr. Sanjay D Patil MP (NCP) Mumbai
and Mr. Suresh Taware MP of Bhiwandi also spoke and showed their support to the cause.
Under the leadership of Mr. Rambhau Patil, the Chairperson, Mr. M. Ilango, General Secretary
and Mr. T. Peter, Secretary, the dharna was held today.

Other leaders of NFF such as Narendra R Patil (Maharshtra), K. Allaya (Orissa), Bharath Patel
(Gujarat), Sudhakar Joshy (Goa), Jackson Pollayil (Kerala), Debasis Shymal (West Bengal),
Anton Gomez, Kumaravelu, Gilbert Rodrigo (all three from Tamilnadu) and Ramajeyam

(Pondicherry) spoke on the occasion.

)

(M. Ilango)
General Secretary
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08/03/2013
PRESS RELEASE
Sonia Gandhi and AK Antony have given the assurance to NFF

New Delhi: The fifth day of mass Dharna ended with a happy note at Janthar Manthar with the announcement of assurance
given by UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi and Defense Minister AK Antony in favour of the fishermen issues raised in the
dharna by National Fishworkers Forum (NFF).

The leaders were overwhelmed by the time and concern given by Mrs. Gandhi to the issues of the fishers. She meticulously
went through the various demands. The demand of separate ministry, she said that it is very important and been on
consideration for quite some time and therefore it will be taken up in priority, she said. She also said that the fuel at cost
price is also an acceptable demand.

The leaders been promised by AK Antony to the best. He said that he, as the chief minister of Kerala, been proposing the
bifurcation and so will do the best to take it to the logical conclusion.

Simitar promise of support is been made by Sushma Swaraj, the opposition leader of BIP at the Lok Sabha.

The leaders met ministers V. Narayanasamy, K V Thomas and KC Venugopal who also promised full support to the demands.
There were many MPs who visited the fisher pecple during the five days dharna at Janthar Manthar. Some of thern even
raised the issue during the zero hours of the week. The MPs visited are: Thirumavalavan (Tamilnadu), Sanjai Nirupan
{Mathya Pradesh), Balirarn Jadav {Maharashtra), A Sampath (Kerala), Rama Subbu (Tamilnadu), Hussain Dalwai ( Rajya
Sabha — Maharashtra), Sanjeev Naik {(Maharashtra), Sanjay Patil {Maharashtra), Captain Jai Narayan Prasad Nishad {Bihar),
Laloobhai Patel (Daman), Sashi Booshan Bheara (RS- Orissa), Shripad Naik (Goa), Prakash Jawardekar {Rajya Sabha —
Maharashtra).

The following were the demands: The ministry of Agricuiture in GOI shall be bifurcated and a separate ministry shall he set
up for Fisheries and the weifare of the fisherfolk; Kerosene and diesel supply for smalt and traditional fishermen shall be at
cost price; Like for the farmers, the foans of the fishermen too shall be waived in conditions of disastrous weather. The
fishermen also shall be given loan at differential rate of interest {4%) as given to the farmers. The sales tax for equipments
bought by the fishermen shali be at 4% as in the case of farmers, instead of the present 12%; All violations of the CRZ shall

be taken immediate action and the right of the fisher community for the coast shall be protected in the spirit of CRZ
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Notification 2011; All purse seine shall be banned in ail parts of the country; The fisher people shall be permitted to stay
and dry their nets and catches in Jambudeep area all year around.

Under the leadership of Mr. Rambhau Patil, the Chairperson, Mr. M. llange, General Secretary and Mr. T. Peter, Secretary,
the dharna was held today.

Other leaders of NFF such as Narendra R Patil, Krian Koli, Purnima Mehar, Leo Colace ( ail from Maharshtra), K. Allaya
(Orissa), Ahmed Elias Manjelia {Gujarat), Sudhakar joshy (Goa), Jackson Pollayil {Kerala), Debasis Shymal {West Bengal),
Anton Gomez, Kumaravelu, Gilbert Rodrige (ali three from Tamitnadu) and Ramajeyam (Pondicherry) spoke on the

occasion.

(M. ltango)
General Secretary, NFF
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06/03/2013
PRESS RELEASE
“Fisherpeople’s issues will be taken seriously” says Minister KV Thomas
The leaders of NFF met Hon. Mr. K. V. Thomas, Minister for state independent charge for consumer affairs at
his residence today. He said that he knew the issues pretty well and as someone who had been proposing
separate ministry for Fisheries. “Fisher people’s issues will be taken seriously” he promised.
Hundreds of fisher people under the banner of National Fishworkers Forum were enthused by the genuine
response of some of the MPs who deliberated on the third day of the dharna of them at Janthar Manthar, New
Delhi. The dignitaries spoke included three MPs with fisher community Mr. Yuhu Prasad Thorai MP (CPI) of
Jogoshiampur (Odissa), Mr. Sashi Booshan Behara MP (Rajya Sabha) Leader of BJD members in Rajya Sabha
(Odissa) and most importantly Captain Jai Narayan Prasad Nishan MP (JDU) Bihar (who had been minister of
GOI once again). Besides Mr Javed Raza, General Secretary of JDU, Mr. Rama Subba MP (Cong) of
Tirunelveli (Tamiinadu) and Mr. Hussain Dalwai MP (Rajya Sabha) from Maharashtra.
The demands put forth by the NFF members are:

1. The ministry of Agriculture in GOI shall be bifurcated and a separate ministry shali be set up for Fisheries and the
welfare of the fisherfolk.

2. Kerosene and diesel supply for small and traditional fishermen shall be at cost price.

3. Like for the farmers, the loans of the fishermen too shall be waived in conditions of disastrous weather. The
fishermen also shall be given loan at differential rate of interest (4%) as given to the farmers. The sales tax for
equipments bought by the fishermen shall be at 4% as in the case of farmers, instead of the present 12%.

4. Allviolations of the CRZ shall be taken immediate action and the right of the fisher community for the coast shall
be protected in the spirit of CRZ Notification 2011.

5. All purse seine shall be banned in all parts of the country.

6. The fisher people shall be permitted to stay and dry their nets and catches in Jambudeep area all year around.

“I have been closely working with fisher communities and know their issues. [ am very sure that all the issues

raised here are pertinent. Without a ministry to take care, it is difficult for fisher people to be able achieve their
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ceds. We should get a separate ministry with a starting funds of at least Rs. 6000 crore” said Mr. Rama Subbu

1P,

The fisher community of Odissa is very restricted in their access to fishing grounds. This can happen
:verywhere and therefore we need to have a separate ministry to take care of us” said Mr. Yuhu Prasad Thorai.
“The fisher community is sizably contributing to GDP but do not get sufficient budget allocation equivalent to
the contribution. This injustice will have to be fought out within the parliament and outside” said Sashi Booshan
Behara.

Captain Nishan was the star of the day. Being known as the fisherman who ever was the a cabinet minister, he
spoke with authority. He promised to do all his best to ensure that the government would take it ups seriously.
“If ever the present government cannot do this, the next government, where we will play crucial role, will be
able to ensure the bifurcation of the ministry”. The NFF leaders asked him to help them to get an opportunity to
meet the prime minister and he said that he would do his best.

Under the leadership of Mr. Rambhau Patil, the Chairperson, Mr. M. llango, General Secretary and Mr. T.
Peter, Secretary, the dharna was held today.

The leaders are planning to meet Hon Minister V. Narayanasamy and are hoping to get appointment of Hon
Minister A K Antony, Hon Minister Sarath Pawar and Hon Minister KC Venugopal.

Mr. Thmumil Ansary of “Manithneay Makkal Katchi” of Tamilnadu and Mr. Rahmathulla, general secretary of
Tamilnadu Muslim Munnetra Kazhagam also spoke and promised continued support.

Other leaders of NFF such as Narendra R Patil (Maharshtra), K. Allaya (Orissa), Bharath Patel (Gujarat),
Sudhakar Joshy (Goa), Jackson Pollayil (Kerala), Debasis Shymal (West Bengal), Anton Gomez, Kumaravelu,

Gilbert Rodrigo (all three from Tamilnadu) and Ramajeyam (Pondicherry) spoke on the occasion.

(M. Tlango) General Secretary
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PRESS RELEASE

Dharna protestors demand action on Sri Lankan Navy staff
New Dethi: Today hundreds of fisher people participating in the dharna since 4" March made a quick decision
and launched a flash demonstration. “Early in the morning a sad incident has happened in Tamilnadu. A
fisherman from Karaikal fishing in Indian waters was shot at by the Sri lankan Navy and is critical in
Nagapattinam hospital. The shock aggravated when we heard that he was in Indian waters when shot at” said
M. Hango, General Secretary of NFF. The fisher people shouted slogans demanding immediate action by GOI
by asking for deportation of the Srilankan Navy personnel who has fired the shot, to be tried by Indian court.
Escalation of sincere patrol by Indian Navy vessels was also demanded.
Today the representatives of NFF met Hon Minister K C Venugopal, minister for state (civil aviation). “As a
person from coastal constituency, I know the plight of the fisher communities and the demands are very
genuine. I will support any move towards a separate ministry for fisheries and fisher welfare” he said. He
sincerely appreciated the effort taken by NFF in resolving the issues of the fisher communities.
The dharna was honoured by Mr. Shripad Naik MP of Goa (BJP) who said that the fisher community has come
up with a reasonable demand and so he will do the best to raise the demand that the separate ministry to be
established for fisheries, fuel to be provided for fisherfolk at cost price, loans on par with the farmers and action
on CRZ violation are met.
Ms. Sivakami (IAS Retd), Yashwant Chinthel of Vidharba Jan Morcha and Nellai Mubarak of Social
Democratic Party of India also spoke encouragingly on the occasion.
“ We are glad to inform that we have got appointment to meet Hon A K Antony (Defense Minister) and Madam
Sushma Swaraj (Opposition Leader of Parliament) and we are also expecting to get an appointment of the Prime
Minister and UPA covener Madam Sonia Gandhi” said T. Peter, Secretary of NFF.
Under the leadership of Mr. Rambhau Patil, the Chairperson, Mr. M. Ilango, GeneralASecretary and Mr. T.
Peter, Secretary, the dharna was held today.
Other leaders of NFF such as Narendra R Patil, Krian Koli, Purnima Mehar, Leo Colaco ( all from Maharshtra),
K. Allaya (Orissa), Ahmed Elias Manjelia (Gujarat), Sudhakar Joshy (Goa), Jackson Pollayil (Kerala), Debasis
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Shymal (West Bengal), Anton Gomez, Kumaravelu, Gilbert Rodrigo (all three from Tamilnadu) and

Ramajeyam {Pondicherry) spoke on the occasion.

The demands put forth by the NFF members are:
1.

The ministry of Agriculture in GO! shall be bifurcated and a separate ministry shall be set up for Fisheries and the

welfare of the fisherfolk.

Kerosene and diesel supply for small and traditional fishermen shali be at cost price.

Like for the farmers, the loans of the fishermen too shall be waived in conditions of disastrous weather. The
fishermen also shall be given loan at differential rate of interest (4%) as given to the farmers. The sales tax for
equipments bought by the fishermen shail be at 4% as in the case of farmers, instead of the present 12%.

All violations of the CRZ shall be taken immediate action and the right of the fisher community for the coast shall
be protected in the spirit of CRZ Notification 2011.

All purse seine shall be banned in all parts of the country.

The fisher people shall be permitted to stay and dry their nets and catches in Jambudeep area all year around.

(M. Hlango)

General Secretary, NFF
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Amuy QFLE): 6sTal(HECGHE SHeull YMDEFFTHD Jemou|b: CFmesllum &MHd euns&mig)
QetTm) LIEDeL 6 WessflweTaley STRGIT6L L& HMID WESW (PHBUITEHE) Fal L essll 56m6veU(HLOMETT
FH(mwg Genesflwn sMhd peuigenen CHAW WerTaul CUTme Hen6LaUNGET Fh&SSHMG6T. 15 ML MG EhHs S
Gev eunseflest HSHement Canfleensaenend uflaj e &(Hwd Canesflum aMhd eunde
GHLLM BT, H6vll HBLEFTEDEU MUV QhG ANT&FEE) 2-L6sTUN(H) 26881 (h) 6T65TMID HSMHSM 6T
uessliigenen gest LMl hglemIluugTeHa b Cursmel LIfg malsefiL b 0gfalgsn.

GeId 2 6Tem GHMGem&E&6T GHMSHID el alLfwng CHLLMhGTI. en6uTSHd| Canlsens s e @)L
SLBTEUTET BL_6UIG &ED&HEHDET QhE NTHL LD Q(HHG| 6THMNILITIGSEMD 6165TM) HOLIGens Cgfalsgm.
@MiLung umbuiw Wetauhé@ eMolLmmhs alenev @MU Mwmwimes @&l &engGu 6Test yeur
CgMal&ssTe GuIme CILING| GlFwWeoTeTi &, WwT. QeMhGsN WA PEFAULL_6tT ClgMalSs.

G601 Lieoreuti GUyemeu LITH B S &61T LMGHISMLIL| Sl6wM Hen&s et @ 6788 hBsmentl ojeuigener
FHhI S5 GUNG), FTetT &I (PSHeVenEFFNING @\(Hhg CUTBCS g6l yemwEsTeney Can&eng el
(PETEDUSHHHMHOD, H&EB6U FH HeOMBeUM|EUGHETET (P (PWDHHAeOWD 6T(HNLLGTSH LD
2_mHwelggm.

BmhHm| &MemI&HSETel6L QN(Hh HL606v L56tTLIIG68 6IF6sTD alenFlLL &l60 Q\(HHS SIS &lerflEhsen
GuLenL Cgihg ClFeETUSLD 6T6ITLIELERT QEVEems SLLNUL U6 SILUmsawne &L (h UHSmuD ek
Heneuiley HISLILILIGeTLd W(H&GIeU EM6sTLIe) LS SSHULL(HeTenengulb, @em| &SMemev
CINGHMUL 13 6881 $F 60 Q(HhG| CF6TTD aleDFLILIL_ 98 ReVhiens SLILIS L Iilq.58] QHETMISE LS eureuigemer
S5 aUeDeGemem C&FLUL(NSHWeTen Soealensud Cgdlw Westaui U QLN GI&Wevmen oM.
QeRIGEHT emW&FFN 61.68. AHBHTeWIL b aluTwie 61(h&&IEISSTI. QhEW S LisL, @bl
SL_G6uMT] HMEU6L LIHL I, &FWIEHEU S6IT HL_6D6MI 6(LDMIGTS GIFUILINGSETTTEVSTEST @HSHUI SHL_60

UGS CuBW Q&G ema L (BPIWrigsT Geukiens sULNHLSL K&DS8IeugNs SUps LS esteunse 6L (H
CUT&SLMS &(HGeUGNE CUTenel CLNG| GFwevneTi & wr. AemBasn eufi_b Qg eal&gm.

QUUINES emenid@ MG Siey Sness 2 M BL_ellg&6ma 61(nN&S Geouetst (Hb eTesTMm| GHAW Westeun GUjemeu

&niLlev 61(N&HIDISHSHLILILL G|
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USlg6060 MBS HSM6L LME 4 Cgd) (PGL HL_hG] eU(HEAM Q&ML Siewm GUMTTLL &)L
FHUL g (Hh&SM HkG6T, ChHM) SL606L 6IFMLAI6@E ClF6TD &MI&STE LS 6uTaUl (HeUsD EeVrkiens
SLMHUDL. &L 1q(HSHMG 6T60TLISem6018H Gaeallili(h Waeab eaTGaigeneT em_&Gmmb. @k sL_ev
6T606M6V5G61T LS 60T 55 QHFHW LB 616U QEVMIENs SL_6V LISHL &L lq (H&HAME)| 6T65TLSHIST60 @)S160 L&D
Gaugenent G(HD alapuld. @G|EUEH]T 6TMIGHET LS 6TTEUNHET 61606060 &TEHSTIGUIGTS T SNJETD HML Ly,
QeVnIEns AT 6T HLallg Hen&enW KUMUUUGISHWS|. @UICLITG| BL_hHE& (HULG) WeTail W& L &S L
FLLaIGING BL_allg.&5608 WL (Hoever; QhEW T8 B8 CGHT(NSHSEULIL L. SHenessT.
02S5HT LI g a1 $160 Q&) SL-60I6@E 0\F6rTn Wemaligemer ST LLens CFFLLHSI LS 6iTaemns
BlBHlg CFeTTD BHDaD QD) BL-SHHSADS. QO 2T6 @b FHSIILSF auTpnal Hhbs)
QlLL_mev G QHIW T 60T MSWLITEITHTS SH6uTlonsd A al(Hib. e GaMg. (LpGeSL lg.ev FAmLiL
2 LIS ESSTRIGEETILD G halesr UL (§8mens Glenessi (hhHid Qb 2em(hi(hHeusv 6TUILILG HL_hSS 616U
©MS5G 2 L evTlg all&nTenest bl &FLLLGeuesst(hib. 1G5 B C&Memen CIEWIL (LPUI6TTM @6urkiensd SLiLle
LenL 2enifluien] QbGwneaill b @Dm el gnyenenis (@ QUL &8 Golet(Hb sTermitb Gam(hHeGmLb.
B5HMEIW SH(HEOWWITEST HL_6llg 5608 QHAW T8 61(N&S Geueter(HILD.
Qhbg Gamfisemasmen (PperTenaudg), etTm| LS 12 Wwewfl&@) e o MLUTL L g Cadw W eameun GUTsmel
BL-SIHWGF|. LSHW T8 2 L 60Tlq. HL6UGH5MS 6T(NSHTOIL_L_T6V 6Tk GUTFTL_L LD Geum) aulg eUMIGEmET

2oL W GeaueseTiq W (H& @D 6TeTLISmETTID 6u(hSSSGIL 65T Qg al &858 QemeTe Gmmib.

S0 —

(21681 L_6tT GaMLdEIV) ( BTeDs Gemevloessil) (Lo, @enraGsT)

SHemevaun reul_ L QFweoreni LG Glswevrenr, Ghdw Weweull GLITeD6
&IV QW L esTeun FrigD

(B8l WerTeut GUTEmEUUT6BT 2 M|UIL| ML)
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