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Ghana National Canoe Fishermen Council (GNCFC)

Organizational Profile

On 12 April 2023, Peru’s 
National Congress 

approved some amendments 
to the 1992 General Fisheries 
Law, which have important 
implications for fisheries 
management and conservation 
within the 5-mile zone, 
especially for the activities of 
Peru’s artisanal fisheries for 
which this zone is reserved.

Fisheries productivity in 
Peru is very high. With almost 
3,300 km of coastline along 
the eastern South Pacific – 
the location of the Humboldt 
Current and the associated 
large upwelling system – Peru 
ranks among the top five 
countries with the largest fish 
catches in the world. All these 
catches are taken within the 
waters under its jurisdiction, 
within its 200-miles exclusive 
economic zone.

Peru also has important 
artisanal fisheries, with a wide 
diversity of fishing activities, 
and employs the largest number 
of people engaged in fishing 
and related activities. Such 
activities provide 80 per cent 
of employment in fishing and 
more than half of the income 

fisheries legislation 

Peru amends law to strengthen 
fisheries protection in 5-nautical 
mile zone 

The Ghana National Canoe 
Fishermen Council 

(GNCFC) was founded in 1984 
as an association to represent 
artisanal fishers in Ghana. 
Currently, the it is the lead 
stakeholder in the artisanal 
industry, representing the vast 
majority of artisanal fishers. The 
council’s operation permeates 
the four coastal regions in 
Ghana, with a membership of 
100,000 fishers. 

Fishermen in the artisanal 
fishing industry of Ghana 
have recognized the emerging 
challenges posed by multiple 
users of Ghana’s marine 
space due to the increasing 
impoverishment in coastal 
fishing communities, and 
food and livelihood insecurity. 
Their role in safeguarding 
a sustainable artisanal 
fishing industry, the need for 
transparency and accountability 

in Ghana’s fisheries sector and 
the overall socio-economic 
empowerment of artisanal 
fishers necessitated the 
formation of GNCFC to contribute 
to an improved governance of 
responsible and sustainable 

specifically in the areas of 
effort reduction, strengthening 
enforcement, empowering 
economic livelihood and 
building capacity. 

Specifically, the GNCFC has 
contributed immensely to the 
successful implementation of 
closed seasons for artisanal 
fishers, registration of artisanal 
canoes, development and 
issuance of canoe identification 
cards for canoe owners, and 
formation of beach landing 
enforcement committees to assist 
in enforcement and compliance. 
The GNCFC has also contributed 
immensely to transforming 
fishing societies, especially in 
coastal communities, through 
community empowerment 
and integrated development 
initiatives. 

The GNCFC has established 
networks with both 
international and local fisheries 

organizations and associations. 
Some of these organizations 
include: CAOPA, Coastal Resource 
Centre, University of Rhode 
Island, Centre for Coastal 
Management, University of 
Cape Coast, USAID/Ghana 
Fisheries Recovery Activity 
Project, Hen Mpoano, Friends of 
the Nation and Environmental 
Justice Foundation, among 
others. 

Contact details:
Ghana National Canoe 

Fishermen Council, 
NAFAG building, Tema-

Ghana.
Mobile: +233244381230 / 

+233548173691.
Email: gncfc.ghana@gmail.

com
Twitter: @GhanaCanoe

generated by all Peruvian 
fishing activities. It is one thing 
to describe the Peruvian fishery 
in terms of tonnes caught, but 
quite another to account for the 
employment, income and food 
it provides by itself, as well as by 
activities that depend on it.

The first five nautical 
miles are recognized as an 
area of great importance for 
the reproduction and breeding 
of multiple coastal species, 
and, for this reason, since the 
beginning of the 1990s, it has 
been an area where the fishing 
activities of the industrial fleets 
(the most numerous being the 
purse-seine fleet, which catches 
anchovy for fishmeal, and a 
small trawler fleet that catches 
hake for frozen export) have 
been restricted.

The General Fisheries Law, 
enacted in 1992, needs to be 
updated, and this is a process 
that fishers’ organizations and 
Peruvian civil society have been 
pushing for several years and 
which has been responded to in 
recent months in the Congress 
of the Republic.

Although it was not 
possible to approve a text 

that completely updates the 
law, on 12 April the plenary of 
the Congress approved some 
amendments to the law...

https://www.icsf.net/
newss/samudra-exclusive-peru-

moves-to-strengthen-fisheries- 
protection-in-the-5-nautical-mile-

zone-through-amended-law/

fisheries livelihoods 

‘Floating toilets’ 
help Cambodia’s 
lake-dwelling 
poor 

Pointing to the murky waters 
of the Tonle Sap, Si Vorn 

fights back tears as she recalls 
her four- year-old daughter 
dying from diarrhoea after 
playing in the polluted lake.

Her family of 12 is among 
100,000 people living in 
floating houses on Cambodia’s 
vast inland waterway, and 
while their village has 70 houses 
and a primary school, it has no 
sanitation system.

Now a local social 
enterprise, Wetlands Work 
(WW), is trying to tackle the 
problem by rolling out “floating 
toilets” to filter waste, but the 
high cost of installation means 
for now they are available to 
only a lucky few.

For generations, villagers 
whose livelihood depends on 
fishing have defecated directly 
into the water that they use for 
cooking, washing and bathing — 
risking diarrhoea and even more 
severe water-borne diseases 
such as cholera.

“We use this water, we drink 
this water, and we defecate into 
this water. Everything!” Si Vorn, 
52, told AFP, saying her family fell 
ill all the time.

“Every day, I worry about my 
health. Look at the water, there 
is no sanitation. I’m so worried 
but I don’t know what to do.”

More than a million people 
live on or around Tonle Sap, the 
world’s largest inland fishery, 
but there is no system in place 
for managing human waste 
from the 20,000 floating houses 
around the lake.

Cambodia, ravaged by war 
and the genocidal Khmer Rouge 
in the 1970s, is one of the poorest 
countries in Southeast Asia.

Around a third of the 
population does not have access 
to proper toilets, according 
to the WaterAid charity, and 
diarrhoea is a leading killer of 
children under five.

Wetlands Work hopes its 
HandyPods, as the floating 
toilets are properly known, can 
help Si Vorn’s village and others 
like it in other countries...

https://www.icsf.net/
newss/floating-toilets-help-

cambodias-lake-dwelling-poor/

fisheries in the western African 
nation. 

Over the years, the council 
has collaborated with the Ministry 
of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Development and the Fisheries 
Commission. With the support 
of development projects and 
local NGOs/CSOs, it has successfully 
implemented various key 
fisheries management activities, 
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