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BYE-LA'WS
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4, Objectives:
a To foster unity and solidarity and mutual concern among the

flsh ....orkers of India .

3: Office: Office address of this organization will be. National
Fishermen's Forum. Cherurashnll Centre. Valiathura.
Trivandrum - 695 008. Keral<l.

e. To collect and disseminate relevent information regarding the
fishworkers struggle. the developments in the fishing industry
and ecological problems
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of this organisation will be National Fishcu-

To work for achieving the legitimate rights of fishworkers
and to provide legal help to protect their ughts.

To highlight and represent the regional struggle of members
t.l the Central Government. concerned Stale Goverments and
authorities

To represent ana demand trom the Central Government as
well as State Governments. facillties tor the development
of the small - scale traditional and self - employed flshwor
kers·

I
f· To work for the enactment of proper legislations to protect

the interests of the fishworkers and fish resourcers·

9 To involve and fettle the disputes among the fishworkers and
between members-

h To plan and impliment any other progressive programmes to
ar.hieve the objectives of this union, mentioned above,
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5· Membership;

8. AAyone who involve in the work of fishing. Ie·. in catchIng
fish either in sea or lake or rivers and also those who involve
in fishmarketing ie ,who sell fish by headload or by cyclasor
who works in fish processing IOduslrY·

b The members shuld have reached eighteen years of age and
should be citizens of India·

c Fish workers unions, .... crklOg at dlsiriet level or state level
and registered under trade unten <let ean also be given me
mbership in this Forum·

d· Members should observe and act according to the rules and
regulations of the Forum·

e· Those who would like to become members of the Forum
should apply in the prescribed form to the General Secretary
of the Forum·

f· Each member will have to pOly a m3mbarship fee of Rupees
One hundred. for which a receIpt and a certifIcate of membe_
rship will be issued.

9 The annual subscription is Rupees One Hundred·

h Those who do not pay the subscription fee for Ihr89 consec
utive years Will be loosing their membership subsequently.

If the Executive Committee permits. the membership may be
relained after paying the arears.

j. Those who are not members of the Forum. bUI nomilia ted 10
the Committee shall be given temperory membership But the
total number of temperory members should be leas than half
of the total numbAt of members·

k All members are entitled to all benefits and rights prescribed
in the Bye- law.

6. Membership "egister

A Membership Regl~ter should be kepi althe forum office for
verrficalion in which the names and addresses of the members
should be w,itten· The register can bi! verIfied by members
and offIcials of the union during office hours ie. from
lOam to 5 pm 0 II working days except Sundays and Gov
eUlment declare Ildavs a: Its regl!1ered Office •



7- Structure of the Forum:

a. General Body:

(i) The members of the Forum constitutes the General body of
the Forum·

(ii) Representations of an org"lnisation in the Forum: A member
trade union shall send one representativo for everyone tho
usand of ils members, but a minimum of two and maximum
of fIve. Each representatIve of such kind will have the rights
of one member. The list of the representatives to the general
body of the Forum should be countersigned by the respective
President and the Secretary of the member union Their term
will be two years.

(iii) The General body of tho Forum should be convened 8t
least once in a year but may b, convened in an emergency at
any time and the quorum of the meeting WIll be one third of
the total number of members of the General body

(iV) NotIce for an ordmary general body meeling should be given
at least fifteen days early. but for an emergency me e tin g
seven days is enough. For the election meeling notice should
be given at least twenty days before tho meeting,

(v) The General body WIll have the power to take any decisions
to achieve the adjectives of the Forum

(vi) The election meeting of the Forum ~h~lI be convened once m
three vears which will elect a chairh1~) one General Secret
ary and seven commIttee members· The elected nine members
have the flgln to co opt six members at the executive and so
the lotal number of committee members WIll be fIfteen.

b· Forum Fund:

(i) The m~mbership fees. subscriplions, donations and olher
colll>Clions constitute the Forum Fund·

(il) The Forum will have an accou~n Its name in a Bank and It
~"will be operau.~d by the Chair and General Secretary.

A,.-..,.l>.
(iii) All assets of the Forum will be in the name of the ChaitAWHl

and General Secretary.

(iv) The General $pcretary of the FOrllm should present accounts
and audited financial statements along with the report of the
Forum in the annual general body meeting
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(v) The General Secretary IS permitted to keep up to Rupees Five

Hundred in ca.ih for the day to day nQeds of the Forum.

(VI) The Forum Fund should be utll''5ed only for purposes menII

oned in section f,ve of Ihe IndIan lrade Union Act·

(e) The Executive Committee:

(i) The Executive Committee consists of f.fteen people of
whom nine are elecled by the General body meeting specI
fically held for the. election. and SIX others ~~~inated by
the elected CommIttee rnf'mbers· The ChaIr L~ L'and the
Ganeral Secretary will be elected by the General body

(ii) The term of office of the executive committee will be

three years·

(iii) Three more secretaries may be appointed by the execullvu
committee if needed. and thelf responsibilities ~hall be
specified.

(iv) The executive committee shill I meet at loost once In '.l(

months and the quorum of the meeting will be nine- Not n
for the meeting !.hall be given at IC:lst 14 days early

(v) The g~neral secretary is in chllrge of convenJng Ihn
executive committee m~et,"g. But ill extra ordinary cucu
mstances the Chair~Jo<also has powers to convene th.
executlvo commJllee as well as general body meetings-

(VI) The executive committee meeting should be conven",d II

fivE' committee members ask for it in Writing·

(vii) The Committee shall plan and implimenr programmes ace ..
ording to the objectives of the Forum and the policies of
the General Body

(viii) The committee shall organise seminars. educational mOil
tings and such other programmes to enlighten the Forum
members

(ix) The committee shall took into the suggestions and decisiolll

of the General body and act accordingly.

[xl Those who do not attend the executive Committee merttmH
consecutively f.r three meetings will loose theu commltl
membership subsequently-



[xi] The executive committee have the power to sUllpend an..,
offIce bearers or members who aclagain-, the Interests of
the Forum

[xii] If any vacancy arise in the hecutive Committee. It shall be
filled by the ChairmaP'f~rough nomination but it should be
ratified in the next executive committee meeting

p ..-rx n
[dJ ChiirflUA:

PoS( ,.
[II The Chalfr~3fl shall convene and prtlslde over the meeting

of the Forum·
1\:" $I'"

(iiJ The chnirm,ffl will have only a casting vote in the meeting

prY"k '
(iii) The chairmMl shall sign and verify the minI/its and

records of the meeting

(iv) The geperal supervision of the Forum is to be done by the
Chair~

(v) •The Chairman shall officially represent the Forum in other
meetings and shall release official public statements on be.
half at the Forum·

(vi) In the absence
she'" be elected

I-
of Chalffl'HU'
10 chair the

another Committee
procaedlOgs.

member

(e) General Secretary:

(i) The General Secretar.y shall convene the meetings on the
advice of the Chair~ and is in charge of keeping the
membership register and other records up to date. laking
record of fhe meeting and presenting it in respective meetin
g.

(il) He shall lookafter the assets of the Forum. prepare the
flnencial budgll1 and keep the flOanclal accounts of the prop
er Forum.

(iii) The above said responsibilities of the General Secretary may
also bo delegated to other Secreraries, but with the consent
of the Executive Committee-

(iv) All the recorda end eccounts of the Forum must be kept
open for the verification during office hour. which will be
from lOam 10 6 pm on aU working day. except Sundays end
Government declared holidays.
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