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Oppose this project

Thispressreleasefromthe Gloucester Fishermen’s
Wives Association (GFWA) detailsthereasonsfor
itsopposition to the proposed uploading facility for
liquefied natural gas (LNG) in offshore waters

In the past month, both the Gloucester Daily Times
and the Boston Globe have informed the public that
Excelerate Energy, Limited Partnership, aone-year-
old energy company, isproposing to build an unloading
facility for liquefied natural gas (LNG) in offshore
waters. Thefacility they areproposingwill bethefirst
of itskindintheworld. Thecompany assertsthat this
facility will haveaminimal effect on the underwater
ecosystem fishermen depend on and will present no
danger to the public-at-large. As President of the
Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association, my
questionis, “How do they know?’

Especially, giventhat they havevery little experience
and no track record with thiskind of facility.

Therearereasonswhy the public needsto opposethe
building of such a facility so close to human
populations and in historically productive fishing
grounds.

The first reason to oppose this project is safety. If
LNG tanks rupture over water from collisions,
negligenceor terrorism, thesuper-cooled liquid methane
rapidly heats to water temperature and turnsinto a
gas. Thegasquickly expandsover 600timesandforms
avapor cloud. Sourceshavereported that the Coast
Guard modeling has shown that an ignitable
vapor cloud could spread more than 25 miles.
According to the 2002 guide for building offshore
LNG terminals almost anything could serve as an
ignition sourceat thispoint including vessels, eectrical
equipment, mobile phones, cameras, static electricity
andlightning.

Theonly offshoreLNG facility intheworldisscheduled
to gointo operation next year offshore L ouisianaand
it ispositioned morethan 110 miles off the coast and
away from populations. In Caifornia, objectionshave
beenraisedto LNG facilitiesoffshorethat, according

to one estimate, could put 70,000 people at risk.
M assachusetts should not dismissthese safety concerns
simply based on assurancesfrom the developers. The
Federd Energy Regulatory Commission hasannounced
that it will hold off approving any new LNG projects
until itsLNG Safety Report comes out, probably by
the end of theyear.

The second reason this project should be opposedis
that it will becomeamajor disruptionto critical fishing
grounds near Stellwagen Bank. The area that
Excelerate Energy wantsto establish thisunloading
facility inisonly 10 milesfrom Gloucester, inan 800
milearea (30 by 27-miles) on Stellwagen Bank known
as Block 125. Both commercial and recreational
fishing, as well as lobstering, takes place here. For
centuries, thisareahasbeen one of themost productive
fishing groundsfor our fishermen on Stellwagen Bank.

Already thereistalk of vessel exclusion zonesof one
tothreemilesaround the LNG tankerswhenthey are
unloading at either of thetwo unloading buoys. When
vessel traffic becomes congested with additional
tankers waiting to unload, will fishing vessels be
required toleavetheentire area?

Sincethe passage of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the
number of daysthat commercial fishermen canfish
hasbeen reduced dramaticaly and fishing groundshave
been closed for part of the year in order to protect
both the fish and the ocean habitat. On Stellwagen
Bank, for the last seven years, Block 125 has been
closed to fishing for seven months of theyear in order
to preservetheintegrity of fish stocks. At present, it
isclosed four months of theyear to protect spawning
fish and because it has been designated an essential
fish habitat. If thisproject goesforward, fishermen
will no longer be able to fish there at al and the
conservation effortsand fishingindustry sacrificesthat
havetaken place over thelast three decades by fishing
communitieswill have beenfor nothing.

Also, the proposed facility in Block 125 isonemile
from the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary.
In 1986, both commercia and recreational fishing
industry advocates|obbied to protect Stellwagen Bank
by having part of it declared aMarine Sanctuary. This
facility will belocated right next door!
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The LNG tankersthat will be unloading nearly 365
daysof theyear will be onethousand feet long or the
equivalent of more than three football fields. The
Gloucester fishing fleet ismade up of small boats 30ft
to 60 ft in length most of which fish primarily on or
near Stellwagen Bank. How will they be protected
frombeing plit down themiddlein good or bad westher
by these enormoustankers? Thetankerswill not even
know that they hit them.
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The third reason to oppose this project is that the
pipeline construction will disrupt the ecosystem.
Lobstermen have aready seen the guarantees of
minimal impactsfrom the Hubline project vanishwhen
constructionfell behind schedule.  Problemswere
encountered onthe seafl oor, whichwerenot anticipated
by the companies. Thiswill amost certainly happen
againif they areallowed to moveforward onthisgas

pipeine.

Isit not ironic that fishing vessels, such as draggers
and scallopers, are constantly accused of destroying
the ocean bottom with their fishing gear but trenching
apath large enough to bury 11.5 miles of pipelineon

the ocean bottom is not considered destructive of the
habitat?

Isit not ironicthat lobstermen and gillnettersmust bring
up their potsor netsif awhaleisspotted so thewhales
don’t get caught in them but LNG tankerscan travel
freely throughout areas where whales feed with no
thought for the possibleimpact of these hugetankers
onthewhalepopulation?

Isit not ironic that commercial fishermen must get
permission each day from NOAA to use thefishing
grounds and can be denied access to them but
multimillionaireswho have the resources can propose
such aproject with no thought givento the preservation
of the ocean asaresource, the possible danger to local
communities, or thedestruction of peopl€ slivdihoods?

In conclusion, fish arearenewableresourcethat with
proper attention can bethereforever. Inrecent years,
the commercial fishing industry has been reduced
dragtically in order to preserve the Atlantic Ocean for
future generations. Natural gasisafinite resource
and will someday be depleted leaving only debrisand
contaminationinitswake.

Itisour responsibility to supply the nation and theworld
withfishfor food, soitisour responsibility to protect
the ocean that gives usthat food and to remember that
itisarenewableand fragileresource. Thisiswhy the
Gloucester Fishermen’ sWivesAssociaioninvitesall
inthecommunity tojoinwith usin opposng thisproject.

The Gloucester Fishermen’'s Wives Association can
be accessed at http://www.gfwa.org




