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Selling Songs of Leyte

An award-winning documentary tells the tales of
the dried fish vendorsin Leyte, Philippines, who
sell their wares to the rhythm of the songs they
sing

Tacloban City (15 October)—Selling Songs of Leyte,
a14-minute documentary on thedried fish vendorsin
Leytewho sdll their waresto the rhythm of the songs
they sing, won the Best Foreign Short Documentary in
therecently held New York International Independent
Filmand Video Festival. Thedocumentary was made
by Eli Africa, 41, who livesin San Pablo, California
and whose mother is from Alangalang, Leyte and
whosefather isfrom NuevaEcija.

Thefestival, thelargest of itskindintheworld, isheld
severa timesayear in different cities of the United
States, including New York, Miami and LosAngeles.
Itiscovered by national and international mediaand
popular among struggling but promising independent
filmmakers.

Eli revealed that the idea for the video came by
accident, when he heard about these vendors from
Leytewho sold dried fishby singingtotheir customers.
He was so intrigued that he asked his niece to
investigate. With theinformation from hisniece, he
flew to Tacloban, visiting townslike Palo, Tanauan and
Carigara during tabo or market day, filming and
interviewing thesinging vendors.

Eli said that helearned that the dried fish vendors of
L eyte sang becauseit hel ped them keep track of how
many fishthey had sold. They alsoclaimedtheir snging
attracted customers.

Little is known about how and when the tradition
started. Most of thetownspeoplein North Leyteare
not even aware of the dried fish vendors who sing.
Afrikabelievesit could berelated to therich musical
heritage of the Leyte-Samar region.

With more vendors selling fish, and fewer of them
singing, thedried fish vendors of Leyte who sang to
sdll their waresisadying breed. Thanksto thelove of
country of a Filipino who was born and lives in

Cdlifornia, thisdyingtradition will now continuetolive
and be known by future generations.

Encouraged by the positive response to his Selling
Songsof Leyte, even from non-Filipinos, Eli wantsto
make morefilmsthat capture the Filipino experience

and culture. Already, heistoying withtheideaof making
a documentary on the “Tree of Life”. What deters
him from doing soisthelack of logistics support.

This piece is based on a Philippines Information
Agency (PIA) pressrelease.



