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European Union

Support women in fisheries

In the European Parliament resolution on
“Women’s networks: fishing, farming and
diversification (2004/2263(INI)” adopted on 15
December 2005, Member States have been asked
tolaunch the necessary actionsto secure greater
legal and social recognition of the work of
women in the fisheries sector

Excer pts from the resolution are given below.
The full text can be downloaded from
http://www.europarl.eu.int

The European Parliament

1. Recognizes the role that the (European)
Commission hasplayedin hogting theaforementioned
conferenceontheroleof womeninthefisheriessector
and in funding anumber of innovative actions, and
welcomesitsintention to host another Conferencein
thenear future; believes, nonetheless, that insufficient
progress has been made;

2. Calsonthe Commission and the Member States
to launch the necessary actionsto securegreeter legal
and socia recognition of, and promoteand raisethe
profile, of thework of womeninthefisheriessector,
tosupport their effortsto obtain better living conditions
for their familiesand communitiesand to guarantee
social and economicrights, including wage equality,
unemployment benefitin case of interruption of work
(temporary or definitive), theright to obtainapension,
thereconciliation of work and family lifeand access
to parental leave, accessto socia security and afree
health service, and the protection of safety and health
at work;

3. Cdlsonthe Commissionto produceareport as
soon as possible identifying the nature, extent,
objectives and activities of women’s networksin
fisheries throughout the European Union, paying
particular attention to the situation in the newer
Member States;

4. Underlines the fact that women’s active
participationin fisheries-related activitieshelpsto
preservecultural traditionsand specific practicesand
adsthesurviva of their communities; thereby ensuring
theprotection of cultural diversity intheseregions;

5. Recognizing that these networks have emerged
aboveadl fromloca or regiond initiatives, calsonthe

Commissiontolook into specific measuresto provide
active support for both the devel opment of existing
women’snetworks, particularly wherethey areless
consolidated, and their creation where no such
networksexigt;

6. Callsonthe Commission alsoto consider what
messuresit might taketo assi st in the devel opment of
awomen'snetwork at the pan-European Unionlevd,
paying particular attention to the need to eliminate
linguidticbarriers,

7. Calsonthe Commissionto establish appropriate
channelstoincrease and disseminateinformation on
thedtuation of womeninthevariousareaswhich make
up, and are linked to, the fisheries sector, and to
promotesociologica research onfishing communities;
callson the Commission to provide active support
for existing women'’s networks and the creation of
new networks, at nationa, regiona and local levels,
and to foster the exchange of information and good
practices, underlines, inthiscontext, theneed for close
co-operation with the future European Institute for
Gender Equdlity, withaview toimproved effectiveness
asregardsidentifying and combating discrimination
against womeninthesecommunities,

8. Cdlsonthe Commission and theMember States
to giveacommitment to take the necessary measures
to eliminate the administrative and social barriers
hampering women'’sfull participationand progressin
al areasof thefisheriessector through specific actions
for the sector, and to ensurethefull gpplication of the
principle of equal treatment and opportunitiesfor
womenand menindl fidds, inparticular training, and
accessto funding and loans, including micro-credit,
etc. to encourage entrepreneurship;

9. Calsonthe Commission and theMember States
to promote more vocational training and education
specially geared to the activities of women working
inthefisheries sector and to set up mechanismsto
improvethe provision of information about training
opportunitiesand thefunding availableto make use
of them;

10. Welcomes the provisions in the proposed
European Fisheries Fund that oblige Member States
to ensurethat operationsto enhancetheroleof women
inthefisheriessector are promoted, and callsonthe
Council to adopt Parliament’s Amendment 24 inits
af orementioned position on the European Fisheries
Fund which emphas sed that effortson atransnationa
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level should dso be promoted; neverthelessurgesthe
Commissionto support specific projectswhich have
as their objective the recognition, promotion and
diversification of women’sroleinfisheries-related
aress,

11. Urgesthe Commission, likewise, todraw upa
specificpilot project to addressthe particular Stuation
of shdlfishgatherers;

12. Believesthat the provisions of the European
FisheriesFund should afford an opportunity to support
activities that have hitherto been undertaken on a
voluntary basis, and calls on the Commission to
consder what other sourcesof funding might bemade
availableto women’'snetworksinthefisheriessector,
including sourcesof micro-credit;

13. Bdievesfurther that animportant useof fisheries-
related European funding would betheinvolvement
of women'’s networks in projects researching the
impact of restructuring on the fishing and farming
indudtries,

14. Calls on the Commission to maintain the
FEMMES programme, and include networks of
womenworking infisheries-related occupations;

15. Believesalsothat women’snetworkshavean
important roleto play inthe development of Coastal
Action Groups, and that there should be sufficient
flexibility intheuse of the Structural Fundsto alow
theintegration of theactivitiesof womeninfisheries-
dependent communitiesand of womeninfarming
communitiesin coastal aress;

16. Stressestheneed to strengthenwomen'seffective
participation in representative, decision-making and
advisory fisheriesbodiesat European, national and
regional levels, and believes that a Commission
recommendation to the competent bodies to take
action in this regard would make a positive
contribution;

17. Believesthat women’'snetworkscan contribute
to improving safety at sea and to improving the
sustainability of fisheries, in particular by promoting
consumption of fish from sustainable stocks, and
discouraging consumption of fish from unsustainable
stocks;

18. Callsonthe Commissiontoreport regularly to
Parliament on the devel opment of women’snetworks
inthefisheriessector and onthebasisonwhichtheir
activitiesarebeing funded; callson the Commission
to keep Parliament periodically informed of
developmentsinthedtuation of womeninthefisheries
sector;

19. Cdlsonthe Commissionandthe Member States
toreview thesituation of womeninfishingandfarming
communitiesat European, nationd andregiond leves,
and to address any issuesrelating to the adequacy of
their hedlthand other socid protection, andtoremove
any barriersto their participation in representative
activities; proposes, asan initial measure, that the
Commission make a recommendation to the
competent bodiesthat they take actioninthisregard;

20. Sharesthe concern of women working in the
sector at the scant presence of young peopleinfishing
activities, and calls on the Commission to launch
measuresto encourage young peopletowork inthe
sector in order to ensureitscontinuity;

21. Cadlsonall those engaged in the formation of
Regiona Advisory Councilstoensuretheparticipation
of representative del egatesfrom women'snetworks
intheir activities, particularly withregard towork on
the socioeconomic impact of fisheries policy;
conddersthat, inthisconnection, congderation should
be given to the extent to which women’s networks
can be compensated for the coststhey incur;

22. InstructsitsPresident toforward thisresolution
to the Council and Commission, the governmentsof
the Member States and the Regional Advisory
Councils.



