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An Introduction - Join our Struggle

Shrimp Industries all over the world have i) increased unemployment
as it required less labour than agriculture, and alienated land of
marginal and small farmers, ii) reduced food security, bio-diversity
and increased fragility of the environment due to agricultural land,
forestland and common property resources being converted to shrimp
farms, iii) led to salinity of lands surrounding the ponds, and
permanent damage of land being used by the industry iv) reduced
the shrimp yield of artisanal fisheries as shrimp seedlings were
consumed by these industries, v) reduced the ground water levels
and portability of water, vi) destruction of mangrove forests for shrimp
industries, vii) reduced fish production and income in coastal belts
due to pollution from toxic effluents from these industries.

Industrial Aquaculture is inter related with Industrial Fisheries and must
be essentially seen as a part of the process of short-term ‘parking’ of
international capital, in a specific location, for a short duration of time
during the race for profits. They were started largely under
export-orientation regimes and, more recently, under liberalisation
initiated under Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs). They are
sustained by the international demand for luxury protein, pet foods
and animal’'s feeds. They expand spatially because of an ‘enclosure
movement’, where large areas of State property are turned into
virtual private property, ignoring the historical usufruct rights of local
communities. They pose a threat to existing patterns of food
production, which imply a direct threat to national and local food
security. The very nature of functioning of industrial aquaculture and
industrial fisheries creates a cycle of self-destruction.

Industrial Aquaculture is promoted as an export industry and the myth
is that it will mitigate rural poverty. The impact of such destructive
development projects on local communities has always been
devastating. In most of the cases the landing sites, housing sites,
common grazing lands for the cattle have been literally bulldozed out
of existence by the investors. In other cases, traditional ways of life
have been destroyed by the collapse of environmental amenities on



which they depend. Salinisation of ground water has rendered fields
infertile and contaminated drinking water. The destruction of mangroves
and associated fish breeding and nursery areas has affected fish
catches, and organic pollution and use of pesticides has bought
disease.

All these have created insurmountable hardships to the women'’s lives.
The fisheries sector itself is losing out and becoming marginalised in
the context for use rights of aquatic resources. The other resource
uses are gaining priority over fisheries. In particular, industrial and
domestic pollution is degrading the fishery habitat & there is an
increasing competition for space and tourism projects, offshore
mineral extraction and land reclamation projects, intensive aquaculture
which degrade the environment, destroy shoreline ecosystem.

Wherever the right to life & livelihood issue, which is a human issue as
a negative consequence of aquaculture, is raised, fish workers are
portrayed as destroyers for over fishing using over efficiency
technologies. Often the deeper causes of too much technology & too
many commercial interests destroying too many marine ecosystems
are not taken into account or analysed. Industrial Aquaculture and
other development projects along the coast are promoted as export
industries and the myth is that they will mitigate rural poverty..In reality

they have created new levels of impoverishment and feminisation of
suffering.

Worldwide, the people of the agricultural and fishing community and
the environmental and human rights activists have voiced their
opposition to the industry and they have been threatened, intimidated,
beaten or silenced for good by bullets, hbombs and machete blades.

There are ongoing struggles by various People’s Organisations, Trade
Unions and environmental and human rights activists against the
destructive shrimp industries in India. This book is an effort to
document the People’s Struggles Against Shrimp Industries and the
Role of Campaign Against Shrimp Industries.

Member Organisations,
Campaign Against Shrimp Industries.
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I. Introduction:

According to a UN survey, the fish production from aquaculture in
1985 stood at 10 million tonnes, close behind beef, pork and poultry.
According to an Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) estimates
at present the world aquaculture accounts for 12 per cent of the
global fish production, but it will be more than double by the end of
the century. The FAO figures suggest the demand for aquatic food
will reach 110 million tonnes annually by the year 2010, creating a
20 million tonnes gulf between the supply and the demand.

At present China leads the world in fish farming. Pakistan is promoted
as an ideal place for shrimp farming, with its southern 200 miles
deltaic area (1.5 million acres) ramified with creeks and channels
and provided with 0.65 million acres (approximately 44 percent of
the total deltaic area) of mangrove vegetation.

In spite of an import ban by the Brazilian governmentin 1974, shrimp
farming has emerged as an industrial enterprise in almost all of the
Northeastern Brazilian Coastal States. In 1997, despite its illegal
status production reached 3,600 tons in an area of 3,548 hectares.
This placed Brazil in 18th place among shrimp producing countries,
contributing 0.5% to the world’s production. By the year 2000,
Brazilian production had reached 25,000 tons from a 6,250 hectare
area, a 594 % increase in production. Over four years Brazil's output
increased to become 3.1 percent of the world production, bringing it
to the 8th place among shrimp producers.
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The future Industrial shrimp farming has experienced massive growth
since its advent in the 1970s. Shrimp is now farmed in over 50 largely
tropical and sub-tropical countries. Today nearly a third of shrimp
eaten comes from these farms. Shrimp recently overtook tuna as
the top seafood in the US, where an average of 1.9 kg of shrimp is
consumed per person per year. The industry’s expansion is
relentless, and new areas of Africa’s coastline are currently being
targeted by investors.

Similarly we can go on adding to the list about the countries where
the industrial shrimp culture is promoted by the market forces to
feed the already well fed rich in the developed countries.

The EU is the world’s largest prawn importer: it bought 378,375
tonnes from abroad in 2000. Within the EU, the UK is the third
largestimporter. In 2000 it caught 2,100 tonnes of prawns in its
own waters, but imported 77,900 tonnes (both fished and
farmed) from elsewhere.

To the uninitiated, the concept of farming shrimp might be quite idyllic
perhaps conjuring images of rosy-cheeked, straw-sucking
pastoralists leaning over fences to watch their shell-bound charges
grow until sufficiently sized to take to market. The reality is less
bucolic. In fact, shrimp farming is more of an industrial than an
agricultural phenomenon. Having been responsible for widespread
clearance of productive land and mangrove forests, shrimp farming
is also heavily reliant upon the use of water pumps, aerators and
chemical inputs of pesticides, disinfectants, steroid hormones and
antibiotics including chemicals banned for use in food production by
the EU and US. Many of these chemicals are hazardous to human
health. The wider environment is also threatened by the release of
effluent from shrimp farms into surrounding waters.
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