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Film

Wild Caught

Wild Caught: The Life and Struggles of an
American Fishing Town. Documentary. 2006.
98 minutes. Producer and Director: Matthew
Barr

The following background to the film is
in the words of the director, Mathew Barr

(http://www.unheardvoicesproject.org/
background.html#)

Wild Caught: The Life and Struggles of an
American Fishing Town is a feature-length
documentary that exploresthe lives of small-scale
commercia fishermen living in Snead’ sFerry, North
Carolina

For over 300 years the fishermen have made a
precarious|iving catching shrimp, clamsand finfish;
now, theforces of globalization, imports, rising fuel
pricesand explosive coastal growth arethreatening
this hard-fought and deeply ingrained way of life.
They don’t do it for the money—they fish because
they haveto, because they love the freedom. They
are some of the last true independent spiritsleftin
America, and their srugglesto keep afloat in Snead's
Ferry is symbolic of what is going on around the
country, and around the planet.

IN 1999, on North Topsail Beach, | usedto seeshrimp
boats go from the ocean to a river inlet in the
Intracoastal Waterway. Curious, | droveinlandto see
where they docked and discovered the village of
Snead’ sFerry.

Thefishermen of Snead’ sFerry, North Carolina, asl

first knew themin 1999, were struggling but putting
grocerieson the table—and were providing some of
the best seafood money could buy. They were
surviving inajob known asthemost dangerousin the
country, where degth and seriousinjury are common.

Asamdl-scaefishermen knowledgesbleinthe‘folk’

waysof fishing, their priority hasadwaysbeentowork
in harmony with the environment and to monitor the
fish stocks that provide their livelihood. Though

lumped together with large-scale freezer-trawler
operationsunder thejobtitle* commercid fishermen’,
they had as much in common with them astheman
on themoon.

In 1999 and 2000, as | began filming, things were
tough, but survivable. As| became accepted in the
town, fishermen and their families shared their
knowledge, techniquesand seagtories. They practise
a sustainable type of fishing, limited by scale and
locdlity to being ecologically sound. Their experientiad
knowledge base, handed down from generation to
generation, isenormous. Some have spent haf of their
livesat sea

As fascinated as | was by the visceral process of
fishing, the fishermen’ s philosophy and sea stories
became alayered underpinning to the story. Why is
thisway of life so powerful ? Doesit comefrom the
strong sense of spiritudity fishermenfedl out inthe
ocean?Whét isthesense of freedom thet thefishermen
kept dludingto?

Ultimately, Wild Caught isabout community, so hard
tofind yet so central to who we areashuman beings.
The people of Snead’ sFerry haveadeeply imbedded
sense of togetherness. They really do look out for
oneanother, even though they havelittlemoney.

Ultimately, though, the story itself changed. The
fishermen of Snead’s Ferry have had to deal for a
long timewith complex regulations and hard times.
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But by 2005, they had to cope with ever-expanding
competition from cheap imported seafood,
unparalleled coastal growth, escalating taxes and
lowered prices. Now, in 2006, with most of thefish
housesup for sde, thefishermen’ svery surviva isin

jeopardy.
And that isthe story of Wild Caught.



