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I}ITR{TOUCTTOff

sustaining the community's socio-€.conCImic' Iif e is

of ten gto:ised over by statj.'.i:i.:;c.l'r.fi"t.1 . Thi.r rrelJlect

or ignorance result to underutil;.zat,ion of wornen's

and confine them t,o passi;/e acceptance ofpcltential

their abject conditinns-

The Dec laration of .th* Internattonal Decade. of

hlornen ?V the United Nations in 1975 generated

ah,areness of gender ad an'iryportant variabLe, in.

analyeing social tss,ues a'nd irr formuiating apliropriatEr
.l

develcrpment schemes- This'concern is manifeste,J :.r:

the prof iferat,ion of rgsearches an,l proJecrs on

Homen's roIe. in *iev*lSpment; l"lany Hornen researchei-s

arrd act i vi';t:s a rguri thai impr?v i ng Lri{irfier,' s. r.lr}r-rt li ti CIn::-l
t

<J,:es. not rnerely irnply iniegr"lti ng thern to thr:. curl'cni

developmen't..mainst.ream" nut lhere is a need t,o re-

)
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orient r;he; rl"rIe bias of the dorninant deveiopmerl

concepts and strategies {t*-outf i , l-9BO; Nelson , Lg /" J -

A br ucial eltsment i n this re-o'rientation' is the deeper.

underrstandi r"rg c:f the changi ng roles of women -
a'

In many parts of the Third llorld, -including the

PhilippfnF$, ' the deteriorating €conomic condi tions,

exert added pressure on hlomeff, especially those in
poor households. The Hornbn's domain is nCI longer

cpnf ined'to the household as rnot,hers, daughters andI
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si*tet^s - Exper ierrceii rr*vea.i' t,l-rat in recerrt years . many

l'!nrn{frl have cclntrib;.tt,.Ec.l rnDrj.,r r,,\rc,l-l-..infi l-rtrrlrg*. v3i-lti-rre,J to
iJ,1.t-iecj pr-ciilrrctivg ;,tCf-j-'+'ii:j*r-;-. dtt(_t Lrri_iriirrrj L:ru.L::,i,lE, tlrgir
'r,,)lr$lj " it.i- the .$a.ift€ t i trii:., j..lri.r t. I ltt:,,t j-;{f it i. i i-lue tc :){::r-i,:li,tTl

l.h* i r l..i-*.'-i i. L ic-,fi;r.l rj{::t-tr.l,.ri i-,:lii:i:::, i tr Li;i:, i.:.rl;i ly - i rtsiit ie:

of these chanEFes, hor"uevei, thei..* political

involvameftt, particularIy in decision-makin-g anfi
i ,'::.'r':'i{:r:li;;t i-'c:1es, hal= bc:en liriit*,j ,fr* €.vt:n rr;ill.jli,;ikrre_

litrl'Cies shr:w tl'rat rArcirTlen iir rilaity trhi-ip1.,;-ir.t i-rir:c..r.

hr-,r.,r,::,0:irairi:s iJCt.r:aJiy wnrlt fr:i^ &s lcrri: as l5--.Lr: ilfiurj::,

cai ly { pagaduan, eL. al, lg8o; rl lo, lgBS) : iloin,l

hcr:sehc, i,J cirares, reai-'ing chitdrBfi, wcrk.ir-rg in i:hr]
'f ields eir.her a5. r)r-i p.ii,J f qrnily iab,:r^ Dr- aB ,,{r!3r.i

'rfCiJ.SOrlclI ttri,,t hE:rs rJi.rrir,il ;i63;*,li l eABilit5,, Ai-iii *t1i-lij.11-irrq jir

cthe= in:oiTe*gener,aling or inccrne*.rubsLi;liiir,,i

i'i!-^.r1. i v'i t.i r-:ri [:',:l i]'ii:-l , nt) i;r{r i'i l;l,i tig c;nrr1-triilrr; t i;3 ,..,. ti,*.-,,,,

,.i,-1;l 'L'r ''i,/ i,:.,.,.n.1 1i-:('/-1 i,!;l:.,., i,ttl l-: flt,rl IrJ{-,;.lii.;i -f ,-r -il i.;.r (::(:i,:l :;;1.1..:l

La .fa:rrity sirslenanca- A:neson {lagi) nainfa_ir.3 Lhai.

there r'Bin.3ii't:t .:{ strsi-rg se;ir:al rCivisj-on ei *:rb,cr- iLi

marl-v- fishing societies where lhe men fish r*hi1e ihE
hlcmen rrr.:intain lhe househoL$- Fielrl abserva:icns,

hc,weverj" ten*C tr:-stl{jg€:st that such roles have cnangle,J

i rr r^$cent yea.r's -
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2- THE RESEARCH PROELEFI

. A signif icant cornpCInent <rf the trhilippine econCImy

is t,he' f i?hing indusE-ry - It .cona.lbutes 5% ts the

Gr r':i::i lti:tianal -procluct .lrrcl cornprises ZOe. of !he tatal

;l"i.ii'i t-:r.l I tL"lr a i, '.f rrtpttt - I L, tEmp lc'ys ctl;lt.tt l- mi t I ioti', arrd

is fhe source of survivai to an estirnated 6 rnillion'

F*iiipinos

The deteritrrting condi tion of t,he Phiiippine

ccrastal res*urces ceit ls f or more ef f icient. management

strategies, Qulte recently, the Lingtayen Gulf ,

located in Northern Philippines .and one. of the

tr:aditional fishing gFCIunds facing gradual
a

des t, r^uc ti ofi , has been t he f ocus of a comprehens ive

sLur.iy c:rr cc,nst.r. j'r*5Jour'ce ma.nagernent- Ia some 48,882

fishing famities living'in the coastal towns

r-j.t-tr i'oun<-1 i rrg thl, [ju I f .=-nr: lrtirr:r irousehot<js res i<Jl ng i tr
t-

rreighbarirrca tor,rlnr," ijilvin-q; lhe Gutf fiiearr$ saving theit

fllcjt.i {:' l-'. i. r'tr;t-.rIr..i cJ rl(-i f'cr,-t, i ;fJ il f (--r'3 .

r if lng.) propc)$sri ci i;orninunlty*Lra*ed coasia If-'errer Il/dtji prOpC]Sati ,:1

r'esCIurce rnanagernent, scherne to protect .fisheries
t

resources and enforce laws- A community-based

app"roach tF coastal resource managtement underscores
Jthe need to involve the greater. masses of people i n

decisj.cln*mak'ing and act,ion programs t,o protect the

envi ronrneht - It is in this'conEext thaf wCImen''s roles

and potenti*f= are analy'zed in this study. As the

other half of f,ishing'vil lages"' t*osneri exert pressure-

E

!Y

!
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on the coa5t,aI resources. f ts

utilization also demand thei

e'iL,ii-italty because the futttr-e of

:i,i ta'1h.i,i

i'l-re pres*nl sLudy fcrcuses cJn

c(}nce r'n :

protection'and trtoper

r prlmary cCIncern

tliei r clii lcJren is at

the fnllauritrg areas

af hrom€n in

a
J.

c:f

trlhat are the major contribytions

su:stai ni ng f is.lri ng householcls?

extent of 'womeh's involve'menthlhat, is

econ0ml

f i'shing comrTunit:ies?

the

c- pDlitical activiti.es i

1n

n

a

How do'women

f rom t,hei r

;.1tt,J i rlcr e,:.ii.i n,;

J

* tr'dlrat are tire .sril;1i':ntir:ns clf these data fcr a

coinmunity*based coastal resource management

s:c lrerrt:'i

5- CONCEPTUAL FRAFIEIilORK/REVrEI{ OF LITERATURE
t

I n the Fhi 1i ppi ne context, wofien cons-ti tute

aLmobt half of the population. fhe "tlre"nt focus on

wornen's studies is-brought' about by the growing

recognition of the significant role of women in

develbpme'nt. ef f orts - 'Feminists a.rgu.e that . nomen's

cr:r:cji.iiorrs cd.n .best be undersf ood ncit o.rly i rr -terms of

pCIverty issues but also in termg of gender issues-

cope with the doubtre presgut€

traditional gender roles'

.::(:(l fl*fn 1 C activities?

t

)

-)

.
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3

Foverty. is'the most.basic proni** by rnen 
"n.j

h,onren in most rural areas of the phi tippines -

Tfris is partly manifesLed by ma'lnutrition, high

infant rnortality rate, unsafe watEr, lack of ,

health services, loH' Hages and underernployment,

;rt'ttri tJti',:?,tabl.e peace. an.J _r:rcler g ituation_

. "Under this c.ondit,i'ons, women's
pi^oblems ar.e relatLO to the questio"n
of survival", the drudgery of
dornestic and productive' activiti.es
clutside the, home, and inequalities
in t,he distributioh .of income and
waa lth, as i n al l class soci etie$ - "

, 
(Oln"<Juan, tlt- &1." 1986- p- .tg)

Enrpirical stu.Jies in Asian, African'and Latirf

American countries suggest that, wornen in poor
.- -'hq:u,se holds contribute irnmenEeiy irr ensuring, their

!

families sirrvival amidst such abject conditions
(Heytr*t',1986; Boserup, Lg7Ol. Contrary to the
notiorr tirar, hrCImen's role is relegated to

auxifiary and subordinate position .ih
industrializing societies, HomBn 1n subsistence
production tend to expand thei r. role" especi.ar ly
in the economic sphere (Heyzer, 19g6). Boserup

(rgzo) contends that poCIr househalds rrave three
rna i n I ivel i hood sources Hrhere women play a rna j or

t

r^oIe:



According t,o Lleyzsr (f 9be ;, the per'sistence of
a.

pstty'-produet*gn anE distribution ensures the
'.

existence. of low*cost services and gcnds

- Housework is non-moneta ri zed or non-val ued

t{iralao (198O) points out that worner rear the
.burden of 'housewo rk r,uhether they are ma r ri€d ,

unmarried, employed or unampf;yed- I'tany

reseb,rehqrE . eniphasi ze the mggni tude .and
-a

signifi'cance of hfCImen's dornestic. tasks (i.e..,

dai ly household rnaintenance and care. of chi ldreri

and f anri ly ) to the f arni ly.'s sustenance ( I l lo,

Lg77; Licrranan & Gon.aales" 1976)- - n.

..

In a si.tuation of cr:.nstant.povarty " the main

concern is how best to generate additi.onal i ncome

artd al loc.ate avai labI e .'resources - f n the

Philippines where hrornen .generalty control

hcr use hr:1cl f i na rrces , dlrlc recrs i ng r ea I

a

i nc(frnes. i it

t,he countryside means greater diff icul.ty for

women to make both ends meet. It has been

observed that in tirnes of cash shortage$, the
.?

br.rrden of finding supplementary income, tood for
household cbnsumption or sdurces of credit for
'the f ami 1y subsistence f aL t on tfte ruoxren

t-feautistfl, e\- dl -, 1986)

.t

t

,--
' a-{

a

a

'J.

*Inforrnal sector
enterprises which
oHne rsh i p and ski 1
(Hiyzer, l^986o F- 3

is characEerized
rely on i,ndigenous
1s acquired outside
-)

by smalI-scale
resources, fami ly
the school systbrn
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There is also a grbwing number of female*-

headr:d t: ur^a I ltousehol ds due to separatiorl, deatlr

or seaich for income opportunities" Boserup

(r97o) cit,es cases of tryives of srnalI farmerr
' becoming more burdFned'by agricurt,urar. u.rcrk

beca{.rse hushands take on nCIn*a{lricrlttural ;,u*rk -

3.2 GEHDER TSSU.ES: SUBORDIHATTOH AND ET{AHCTPATION

t{ost women are t, rapped i n Lhe double bu rd*n

of household tasks ald economic pressures. The

dominant belief in the countryside remains that
"htomen do not u.lork" or "h,o**n are secon,J ary

breadwinners"- And since,Ten ar€ consiaerecl

breadwinners, even if Lhey fail to eal^n

sufficient income, Heyrer ( rgB6 ) conLends that

the power af deeision-making is r^lith the men irr

situati*ns t:f ccnf ticL-

r n the la rge r sccia r sphe re , i t is thb irlafl

r,'lho assurnes the role of- contact poi rrt between the

house.hold and the outside community- lnlost

government programs such as training and

extension s€rvices are- also gearecf f or males

{GodIeV,'L967), r,vhile fema-les have access to
extension Brograms pertaining to. women,s

traditionar concerns such as cq$king ano sewinE

(Heyeer, 1?s6 ) - . l4en q.." general try recogi"ri;eEl as

t

al.

?

ti

')
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oHners of the lanci, hencB, credits or loans

tnainings, and many socio-economic projsets are

usual ly chanr,*Iecl thr-nugh tl're .ma.ie mergkrers of th*

h* use ho I <l

Agr-icult-r.:ral irnpr-r:v*nrerrL also terr-l .to have a

male bias - r^,i ttr .thtE i ntroduction of labor*savi rrg

techniques, pa,rti'cula rly f arm - machinerieq, more

L{oiirerr a.re disi:lacecl f rom fiai<J iabnr (11},o, l?SS}-

At the game time, new'technology has created

margirral iaed tasks f or w$rrerr, s-$- " pi.cking lef t*

over grains

([3auii *ta, *'h -

as the palay is being th.reshed

a1-, J.gt}fr)-

l"{embership and Jeadership in ruraJ

ongan'i zaEions are general ly male-.Corninat,€d,

exc*pt: for the traditir:nal hlCIrnb.l-t's rjt:rrr.ain suclr a$
a'

civic and reli'gious gi^oupsl fireir rion-

involvement is mainl.y due Io the ,Jemands of

housshr: lrJ tash* and - tlre neces$ i ty t:1' ct:rltr ibr.rti ng

tr.: f.l^r* i';,rnri ly I ivet i hood -

, f flspite CIf th.e. Iong histony.oi r{omen's

movement in the Phitippineq and the gror+ing

cCIn.sc i'ousne$s about gender issues {Carnagay, lg86;

SabrieLa,,l98f ,- lt*.anan, 1985)o. most rural women
t"

seem undisturbed by t,heir secondary-role in
pol.itics. For mafly, nom'en's pr,f,bIems -f**ain

subordi nate to, or h,orse, separate f l^c:m nationaf

-),.

!fi
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and class .oppressio.n (Pagaduan" et.aI :, lgBS) -

Ther.e are 'ef f orts, hor*ever n touards education: .and

CIrganization of ,. for q.t.d by women, .especialty
arnong the poorest sectors of society. These

4L{(}m€n. ii orgatti,:aiir:rrs-,aim t-r: r*sponri ta sipeci f ic

gencler issues as.an iritegral and vital br:mponent

of local aritl nat ional ,Jevelopment i,=*ues

t

FIETHODOLOGY

. The ma

studies of

Unialr:

i n sou rce. o f t.he. da ta He re

sevefi fishing villages .in

the ethnographic

Fangas i nan and La

Sin*balian, Bolinao" Fansasinart

ilarot, Anda, P,*ngasinan

Telhang, Alami nos, Pangasi nan'

C.r;:i;:n,Canflfl I Li ngeyen " Pangasi nan

fiibaliw l,*ilest, $fn Fabiarr, tranga*inan

ilir.l awar le , Alico " L& Union

rrlash.;r, Ari ngay " La'Union

The ethnosraphic data were-gathered basicaliy through

'integration metho'ds , )rnterviews and f ielcf obs.ervations-

fn*d*pth int*rvistnls, ciiscussiorrs t+ith liey -ir;formants. and

case studies were further condu.cted to focus on the

relevant inf orrnation f.or this study. The review of the

I iteratlt* on women 1s studies provi ded the f ramewor'[< f or

&nafysis and synthesis bf the data gathererl
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Due to t'ha qualitative nature of the research

resul ts, pr.elimi.nary data' val idation h,ere attF{np!ed'.

through infCIrmaL. discussioris with other researchers and

nomilrr.rni ty organieers r*lro have worked r++ i'th Nclrnen i n f isfii ng

'*iliag*ls, it is $uggested that the :tudy be sr.rbj.ecterl to

furt,her discus.s.i.on and retinement through group
,l

discussionslw'orkshops with ilomen in fishing village.s

thernselves and other group$ concsrned with Homen's issues:
.5. SUFIFTARY OF FINDIHGS

5- r T{OI{EN AS HOTHERS AHD TTVES

5- I - I Household Responsi.bilities

The care of childr€ff, co0king-
e

the fiouse an,J

sHeeping the yard are responsibilities

that are considered inherent to being

Hor'n€rr- The task of. feLching wat€F, both

fur .Jr i rr;rn'ancJ waslring purpo*;es, is mo::,t

cf teir'dt:ne by h,omen even luhen ihb sourc*

of water is quite far from the house-

Though rnen can- be asked to f etch *-"tBF o

[he:,r &re usually not avaitable most of the

iia5,

I

hli th rno re uf omen now sha r i ng .i n

.economic activiti.esn husbands see it fai.r

that, they assist in household tasks such

as nratching over ch.i ldre.n and coqking -

Hourever, this cooperation rarely extends

= *-?'

I

I

t

a,
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'to $ashi'ng clothes, the rnust Iirne-
., ,i-

.'.bonsuming of aLl household tasks. This is

usually,done by fhe daughter or a close

fe.male r.elative-' l'len wi.l 1-only perfo'*rn

tLris ess'errtiai task r*rltetr ilrer* is Fr(:, otlrer^

f ernale able to do it -" It ib said that wheri

one see$ a rnan washi ng clithes, thil could

indicate that his wife has just'given
birth. trlhen a fan is often seen-doing

women's taskso he is labelled 'Andres"

{rlc:minate:.1 by the wife)-

The househald falls back on the

supporL af relalives, specifically' thr:

grandparents and other fernale rgtative$

when wives are unable to attend*to

household chores. .l'laiden aunts or single

ltlornen relatives arp aqtornatically seen as

treretakers of bireir sibling'.s affsprings..

0lder children also 
"snfribute 

t+

:

i

I

I
I

i

t.

I

I
I

I

F

i

ho r:se hr: I d I aba r-- . .

5 . I . 2 Chi ldbear'i ng And Rearing

L

a,

A pregnant wCIman usuatly

working'tilI the day shd sens€s

will. born- People explained

. keeps the mother'ss body strong- A

after the delive'ry, the mother

conti nues
' .i

tne chi I d

that that

few days

is b.ack
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aE h,ork* In Nibaiiw *lest for exarnple, a

inttlrer worki.ng't$,*' a fish vendoF rdould.come
t-

horne at Lunchtime arid in the afternoon

j us L to f eed t he baby--

The average nurnber of. chiidren is

six- trn s$me gtudy 'sites: Wrlrlr€n have up t<:

more than a ijozen children- A f ac to r
t-

*hich influences high bi rth rate ip the

desire for many. childreh whose ass.istance

in thp household is a bie help. As gne

Hornan said paradoxical ly,. Ehe Hanted to

have m$re clri Ldrerr so that they would taKe

care of the younger chil,Cren that htere to

csrne. f nf ant mortal r r" rate is also qui te

high- Some informants expressed a feeling

of har*==yent after: having rnore Lhan four

childr€Fl , bub at the same time have the

attiLude t,hat once born, children snoutd

t>e* ac;r;epted an.J carecl f or -

.There is awareness af different
,l

6

f arni 1y plan ni ng rne thods ' bu t t hei r use j. s

limited. It is commonly knonn that Hornen

rebuld rly drink art hFrbat concoction to' .:

"hasten menstru.ati.onl'. Some make use of
methods which are avaitable for f ree;

ior:r. A few experienceci

ilf effects of these methods., They aLso
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pr-actice naLural bi rth contror methods -
.

.V'asectorny is shunned because it-is
believed to Heaken the man physically-

Bi r th cont rol tends to be par t of the
hrornen's l-e:spL'nb, ibi I i Ly

Chi ldren learn thei r J** rales early*
rt is a common sigl'rt to see smarl girls

.

accornpany i ttg thei r mother at the pump v-ri th
:

their.clwn basin and small arti.cle of
clothi ng to wash - trlhen the mothe r is busy

at some other task or i f .both pa rents a re

ah,ay, the oldest daughter i; usualiy
assigned the responsibility of locking
af ter. a .younger sibling. children's games

e

irnitate their future roles thus
complernenti.ng the learning procel;s- It |\r.3s

noticed t,hat despi te the nea r ness af the
sea, -. most .r^Jcmen do not know . how to iwim -.
Seven-year ald gjrls in Alaska an{j

t
Ealawart,e on the other hand arei al rearJy

r
adept at bargai ni ng and sel I i ng f ish - Thery

even fi, 11 in fo'r their mothers once in a

r,rrhi 1e -

Both parents exercise
I

discip.li.ning their children,
f ather is usuat ly ah{ay ucrki ng

authority in

However, the

for nost' of.

o
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bhe day. so this is rnbre f requentLy

as trc.iale<* r.ri th the mother

I

5. 1 -S Family- Decision-l'laki,ng

s

t

Hr: use ha ld f i n.e ncer'. a r.e ma naged by t he

r^rife f rom .earnings which the husband is

supposed to turn over to'her. So**tirnes

the money go,es dlrectly, to. the r.rife when

she is thp one t"lho gells her husband's

catch- In Telba.ng for example it, is a

woman, usual ly the wi fe of the net owne r ,
a

uses he r discretion to divide ' the catch

f rom ,q-i g-Ay, between t he c rewmemb,e r s a n.l t he

onlner of the net. Sorne iloman meei the:.r-

husbands retu rni ng f rom . the sea and a re

thg ones who sor-t out the f i.sh caught:

eiccor-dingr to . siee and kind -- Larger cdrclreE

ara disposed off by the fisherman t,:

e3;-"n-p_f_A_{A-t1i o r li_gel_g3g_- w i t n oil r i h e

int,ermediation of t-ris rrrife. He is then

expectqd to turn trver the complete arnount
t

ta her.when lre g€,ts horne- tThere ar.e'

complai nts by. nomen though about husbands

rllho speir.d the r*hole amount on drinkind- )
,

The norrn is for the wife to give her

husband the pocket mclney to .spend on

cigar€ttes, Iiquor or other needs u*hen he

aslcg - '
-'

lC'
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budget, wi.ves also ellocate money for

expenditures far baab and geaI

maintenance', including inyestmenL in new

nets CIr gear, purchase of spare parts for
.,

the motor and in* buyi ng pf gasol ine f or

the next dayls fishing trip- this role but

rratur&lly belongs tc Hornen since the

f ami ly's uelf are depends orT the success of

the fishing operations. It entitles the

wife Lo take an interesL and to

participate to a certain extent ir'

decision making on matters pert'aining tn
-;--f ishing - However, ohtnership of the gedh 

"

boat, and property are usually attributed
'.

to t,he man since it h,as he who earned th'e

inrJ rrey t= h; r,{rrs use.tJ ttr p iJr c hase t hem

r.:ls Lire ones i n charge. of f i nances,, i f.

f ,g. I is o11 wonnen to 'f.i rrd r,\rays f r:r the. f arni 1:r

tc survive when t.heir Fiusband's inbome is
-f

not, enCIugh: This is exemplified in sari-.

sa r i s to res whe re Homen a re the f requent

bq.r ro$te r:s of tr*od", and othar- da'ily

household-nesdsi- L#an times call. for Htllnen

Ee hetb augment family income or eve.n

becerrne the ma i n i nc*me-ea r ne rs by- t'*orKi ng -

Ihese incomts-gene raLing activities are

ft

1'
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I

$ee n as s upp l ementa ry to t he husba ncl ' s and
i

temporary which can se dropped when the

need arises. |l,l hen the'alternati'"*

livelihr:r:d is dorte aL. home, wCIm€n continue

to aEtend to household responsibilities-
'.inn 

^'lirrinrr t.ake -'a!
|r{hen matiing a living ta$,es the wif

outs ide t he home , some nou**t o Id tastq's at e

pdssed''pn to the husband,' children'and

f emale relatives. If i t wi 11 rnean that no

mature f emale wi 11 be lef t behi'nd to watch
a

over the horne, often the urife does not

' leave.,' i nstead the teen-age daughters a re
t

the.CInes tc,ha go out to eai^n- A man cal)

refuse to aliour his wife to leave hame ta

help support the- fanrily bec'ause of the

pe rcepb ion tha I the household' h,ould' be

rrt*glecte'l ItY ;..lr is -

The husband tends to dominate in

decision-making outside the .horne- The

researchers Here c0nf ronted v*ith this
I

during the .basel ine s.urvey last year when
C

r^*ives htere asked if they could ans$ler the

'f i.rst'half' of the survey since their
.;

husbands were aHay- T[* t^riv€5,sai.d they

wauld 1ik; "to do so onty after th=y had

told thtri r husbaprJs abaut i t and ast<e'J the

researchers to corne back when their

]F

ft.
i,:.
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l"rusbands hrere home. Another example is the

f isir vendclr's association 1n. Nibalir.,l West,

composed mostly of Horn€Dn who chose a

r'rtoma n 'w h0 had se pa ra ted f rorn fier h us ba nd "

t,c be president becaus€ "?he had no

husband who would restrict- hdr. f rom doing

nith the husband

' 
trJomen marry early: at the age of t 6-.

19 years oId with virginity literally
"highly-priced'* - The sum of money

. traditi.onally given by the family of the
groorn to the famii; of the girl (meant to

be used by the- nrif€:to;-be in starting the

household and to co.v*r wedding expenses)
,t

gaes dor*n if the girl is widely suspected

to b.e pregnanL. Despite tnis i,Seal

hor.reverl pIe-marita] 3ex is comrnon and

of ten pre.gnancy,is the r€ason for early

is "no cho"ice" but to get married- Both

famili€s, instead of only'the grooili's,

th.en chip in.-to finance t,he wedding-

Elopement is c.omrnon but it is important

fhat a wedding take place dfter this tcr

esta.bl.ish their neH status- Aftgr: the

5-1-+

things"-

Relationship

a
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marrla9E, ong

f ami Iy-

iE expected to star
I - '" *tr*;'" *'' 

'o-

The pl'renoinenon $f wi.f e*b&ati ng occurs .

in the study areas. Inforrnants "say- it

often st,erns f rarn seerningly petty reasons

such as the husband complaining t,hat the

r{ife talks too much. The underly-ing

reaso ns howeve r may be t he hug ba.nd ' s

i nabi l, ity to cop'e with econornic pres$ures

a nd t he need to asse r t dom i na nce . The

quarrel's often stem from the wife's

cornplaining about "her husband's" drinking,

ccupled with the fact thaf he does not

bring home enqugh to suppclrt the family.

In one case, a husband Has having an

extramarital affai r and the wi fe fetched
t

hirn to come' horne f rom the other wornan'$

hr:use- Because of the "shame" this cd,used

iiinr, blclws were lande,J on Lhe rlloman irr the

f ight that follcused *herr tfrey got home-

i

Such "rnacho " lclgic is i ngrai ned arnong

the people in the. fishing vilLages
'studied. l',lsn 'are not .blameq fof',their

infidelity Eo. theii wi.ves. Rather, both

men and Homen rational i ze that an affai r
:

happ.ens because the ot,he r Homan f L i rted

with the rnan, and he being weak, gave.in
..

ta



-**i; *;6i1.=
_ ,-.:1 _J\,

r*{
"a'.:' j

*: !,"*ptation- Ext.1*.$"ri taI' affa:t",i:.
-f'genArally tolerated,by fhe co5munity if

lfre rnan can carry it .off . There are cases

in aI] areas. studied nherein the other

Homan 1s maintained bY the man in a
I

separate hausehald along w.ilh his chil.dren

by her and known comfnonly as his . "second

Hi f e" (or thi rd - . . ) . In .such 'a si tuation '
..temporary or permanent separation is.an

option for h,orne.n who are t't?t totally

dependent on their husband for suppor

because they are also e.arning- FamiIy

unity hoHever is an ideal which its

m.embe'rs and Jheir kin uould strive to

rnaintain-

AS IHCOFIE EARNERS I

a

t

t

a

5 - 2 HOIIEH

5-2- I Fishing-related activities

f n f ish production hlolnen perform

numerous tasks. Fthilte it is the men who
r

actuaI Iy..catch fish, hlornen's cdntributipn

esp€cfual}y bcf,..rere^*.and after the fishing
I

ae'tivity itse}f cannst be underestimated..
t' 

"' 

:a

lrti thout the' i ndispBnsable -]abor -they

provide, ffi€.fl would have to be sa.Jdled with

-rfrore. rrr*rk than they can handle - t'iorhen mend

th&",nets , of thei r- menf ol k- i n th'e af ternoon

2L



{

a

when h*ru.rnehold bnores have been finished-
-.' : ..: .A: :",''6";r.';T-'.-: . ' jt

Th€y do'this whi'Le the husband or son

sleepl/rests af.ter a.night at s-ea- Pre*.

fishing activities engaged in by them
i

includes, i.n Telb"lg, AlAminos attaching

bait..on'the "ki.tanq" (hook and 1ine), a

major _fishing gear in the are.a; in

Bala$rlarte,i Agoo, where blas.tf ishing is
',
rarnpant: thoy help prepare the dynamite

used by pounding the gunpowder-

. As soon as the men reach shore from

several hours of f ishi ng, hromen meet. tfiem -

If the catch has not been sold to a

lf . t, ="comprador", a woman immediately takes

over i n sorti ng the catch and deal i ng r+i Lh

the buyE r or bri ngi ng Lhem .to the ma rket

or, as in tne case in Carot and

Binabal ian, weighing and selling them io

the nei ghbors or to the other rysidents of

the communi ty - '

If fish is not sold, *emen take
j

c ha.rg{r. of ma k i ng t he frac'assary .pcocess i ng
"....

to ..pri$sr*+€ *h* -' t*hgn ;4a^rEe quant ittqs of

m_A_nAllSgJI" (anchovies) "a re caught in Ni bal iw

hlestn it is the r*om€rn'r*ho dry them unddr

ttrc surt- The sarne is t,rue of manf monarno0

-

a
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caught by bla'stf tshers i.n Carbt- The. fish.
'. a -l

a re s p read o n lb ng mosgtj'i to;f i** tfibts 
o n

'l

the concrete pavement of the urharf 
=

usualty bra.virg the insults hurled by
a

.disapproving f ishers- (Blastf ishing i.s not.
accepted in Carot :- a coralline area_ )-.
hfornen are also pri.marily'involved iri
bgg-A.qng-niaking. In Binabalian, ruhere

n,quari um f ishi ng Fctivity thrives,, usual ly
t-

wfves of aciu*?'iqrn f ishers, also clean the

pLastic bagrs, where'the f iEhes arB packed

and assi*t the rnen in pecking f ishes_

il0omen in a limitej Hay also have a

hand i'n actual fishing. t"tost of the

fishing they do is consider'ed "light ra,rork"

hence they are said.to be capabte of it-,
Homen in Hibaliw brrest arso pulr with therir

rnenfol k the .,A-al-e.SF-f 
( beach haui sei ne ) -

r n cargt, rrromen f ish at ni ght wi th the uge

of .E_A.j:ggA_d" (beach seine) a gear not
requir'ing great physiial bftort: in .

catching various t ropical fishes i n

s'haI lor+ 'waters of f shore -

hlhan any of the mal'e membbrs of the
fishing horisehold b..ecomes una.vailable
( fhey get sick or are away) women fish- in
the river '-rsing g*t..g.A.ld_ (gilf nets) or they

_ \.
\r" 

,
\.

.l
t,,

:! '.

I

I
{tI
i
t-
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harvEst fish from b_U.llal*A.t set in t,he
"t-t.a-'.r. .;;n.

_t 
-,'---- - -riv

aqua r i um fi*hi ng g roup a I so pa n tici pa t** t
activelv- in the underraking. she assists 

Iher husband in packing marketable..ri=n*=, 
f

keeps-the.r6cords af expenses incurred fn t

I'lanila) and gives Hages Lo the aquarium fi

f i,sh col lectors Horki ng f or them - tr n carot
- and Binabarian, among o*ne.rs of fishing

I

a

IrC

vFssels like the begn-ig or managers of
spearfishing groups, it js theL."
flhether uife or adult daughter) rho:- - - -

ftflhf,fturm.S_ {sequntt,ng- t*slrE, -. keepi ng

records of fishing expenditures, loans of
them and the

ra

volurne of catch. rn Telbang, it is.the
'Homan who decides the imount of share

{!*tich goss to.,the .pr€mber.s of a **--t
rNFry-

t

The'ffffin's rolb' as "accountant'' in
I

productrion as nrell as t'he dis-penser of
rl '.

, -|.

rToney, re i terates

@
W
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Faced with the insecuritY of

dependi ng':'cln cctgstal - risou rca-$

. exploi tation fa r survival and g rappl i ng
';

w.i th t,heir 
'spouse o s dirninishi ng income

,Jer^ived f rorn the sea,.the wornen hav.e to

:sec k hlays to " rna ke e nds meet " -'-

5 -2 -2 Homen's Income-Generating Activities

: To het p sus Ea i n the needs of f i.shi ng

' households, hlomen en'gage in various
: 

- -L-'iRcorne*generati ng activiti*: - ,$$;*n* ..*[H.'.-

- qq$tffiffb'of f ieh ,or ,becaning a comredEqr:,--ffi'

**cerrr en*ee# 'into bY ht$datrn-

In Ealai^larte, mosE of tnes{3

compradors buy hieher-priced f ish (e - g - ''
ti.r1a, t-,I.J:l-gU-ig-e-J and britr{t them. i.a ii rrearby

provi nce .to h.re solcl 'et rxhal*sa I e pr ices to

f ish vendor=-. hlai-k starts early in the

firorning r*hen they prJrcl'r&:a€ f ish frarrr their

S-UK|s, .load lhem int* a tricycle then into

a jeep or mini-bus, lateF deliver them to

their $.-U-15-i. vendors, and f irreiliy return ts

the cornmuni ty at around noclntime - The

- 

' 
-r-- -wornen earn f nom Froo*Soo a daY-.

t:n rrornen buy f is h

buy fish from ? to 4

tlr early morning of

I

. In CaroL, six to

and sel] these. TheY

f ishers every ifrursdaY

-r, -l
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fish to tl-ie Anda town t'tarket on Friday,,. .;
the market day. T'hursday sees't.hern

tlansa-cting r+ith fishers on fish prigas

depending on the, size And kind af f.ish-
After f ish is bought, tfiey fire placed with
ig* inside styrofoam boxes- At, the town

r.narkel, F7-E/kilo is gained f rorn selling
f ish and sornetimes higher especialry'*hen

few f ish vendorsl are around. Before

noontime all f ish have been sold- trayrnent

to fishers f rom whom fish are bdught is
done when the htornen go back bo tht:
commu-ni ty. In Balawarte, i^tomen also
bec*me f ish vendr:r's - Fhey hruy J ower*pricecJ

f ish'and shrimps and seLl t,hem in' the
markebs of Agoo, San Fernando and Dagupan

. earning in the process about o#5O-lOO a

..Jav )

@-5*FerfllllrtFrrrErE=-

act ivities are .engaged in' by {cornen trrhg$t
r+here her- presence is

vitaI.
'i.

example. .Fiph caught.by edee-d. {Orive-in*
net] or b_aA_n_l=g. (bag-neE) eutfits are
prclcbssed in Carot. hlhether this is the
catch of t,he husband or . bought f rom other



part' of .h_e.f-t1+-ne. .$-AJCpl duri ng
J

d h,oman's. A rnore *e] I*to-do

j;-
- -&4

roles-
*-':'-

tne the f iesta

Homan I. s

F

)
-,f

chosen for this role-

hf ornan plaV a more. active ro-le than man i n

religious aptivities in the barangay- Hore $omen

attend maES on Sundays than mdln, and rnany ar-e.,
.:

active in organizations such as t,he catholic

Women's League -

In f ishing organizations. and cooperat,ives,

Hornen'are usuall.r chosen to serve as treasurers

and auditors, &il exteirrsion af their rnoney hol,Jing

activities in the home- Participati.on in such

associations is seen more as a rcle f o,* rnen. rrr
groupri $ur.:h A*; 'trhe f:os;i-ei lra.rents. c$operaLiv.e i rr .

nl lska t+her+.'* bu tii sprousbs are con{s ider eci. m*nibe r s .

only iru,.ibancJs aLtenqf tlre maetrngs- A uife attends

as. a reprasentaLive only nihen her husband iJ,

unabte to. There are few organi zations with

rnastly women members; one such is the Fislrvendo.rs

Association i.n F{ibatirll West

J

6. AI{fiLYSTS OF RESULTS AHO COHCLUSIOHS :

is also
l.Jr3uE 1 1y

The cuf
househol ds

ccrntr'ibute

'r fishing

.dema.nd great.er efforts f rom h,omen L*

to the fami'ly's tivelihood y*lit.hout

3.1
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disr.uprin'sthei.rtradi.tionalhgysa.[3]"c,_l- r '-:

respohsi.bi r i ries . r nspi re of ini=''e"piib"+ ro'le'
a

l+eam.n** i n 'rlr"ni ri.i and. lgadgrship.womg,n's involvement in'decision-making

roles remains minimar. The econnmic-poliiical life in

.the f ishing village:s continues- to be *lte*dominatecl

6.1 Hsusehold

ffir,Ififfi#Utl,

t'rc i"t i- s -

$ustenarice HeiEhs H6avi ly on $lomen

*s begpqrlqt.he qgrk rsnaFnlr

Qpes.s:*.ffiq#,;tt#ss.il .,'Hffi1Ttffi..tritrffifi1ffi .a r e

considered hromen's domain; $I.hether they aFe

nrarried or noto. employed or unempl0yed- In their

absence, -other family members, i ncL'udi ng h'usbands'

take on sCIme of their tasks. However:' this is

I

t
-c!|._

ffi .,:mElailmFf,si r€ep{rn€ti.si r iFu* -. flven i f r,''rr-]rrr€I r

engage in ecCInomic activitieri' rxif'fuin CIi' gutsitje

t he h0nre , t hey st i I I ir,lve tcr att* ncJ tc itr:) il'5€ 1:o I d

chores. ThuS, 
-*orki 

ng Homen have lonEei^ working

t' 
The socializatic}n prCIcess aniong females

prepare{3 th&m f or tlris role- si;arting f ron a very
t

.y$urrg age" gir Is see tlreir matlrers ;ltrcl sistsrt; as

mndel,s-: And as they'groH old'er' t'hey.gradual'ly

perf onm sirni lar tasks -

ta

rngnetieed." its ccrntribution'to the mainteriance of

pro.ductive labor (men, tl'lomen and children) is



tnSlFt rF*1'.
'*-f,;-:

. F I r t , 
- 

t ,,L,1- J -- --- srgnrficant- l,arit;har,r'[ food, shelter'o cltrthing and

' : .,,:trtftsr ..Q:asic needs, .hOw caF 'l"ndiViduaI$ FOFk,rffie
J ;:

next day?

6-Z Like their sisters in'farming and 'urban
communities, Homen in fishing villages suffer
from the double burden of dornegtic and economic
prgssures--

' f n a poverty si tua.tio'n, hromen ,extend Ehei r-
oles i n household sustenance 'to the economlc

sphere- Since'they hold the f,amiiV financES,

they have to make both ends meet during cash

shortages. They engage in varied liveLihoocl

acLivities and look f or other foad and r"i-EtJi t

{:;()l.J I Ci::i,

ring ]ean fishing 5easonr3, irtlorTr€'lr

contr ibute inrmensely to the f ami ly "r,,; l i vtll i lr'":c,,:J

$nnre ,ni.iy BVt*i.r aFgue Lhat warnen €att r-i m{)r"e i:i'r,'r.lr' 'i:lir:

.Tteri ilrtr i irg these timt?s anC Ltiur " &tl:t ;1:.:' i:i"r,,: ii','i i ri

,_., breadwinners for the ?"*ity.'ihe emp"lG!1;eni-

rtp)prlrtr.rrritie:.; open to r^romen are gent3i .lil',i ,rrii-l'rii-r
,

irthe informal sect,or: s;easonal, t€rnporary, hcrrre*

5'. ba.;r:i:|.,iarir-j d-tn ext*nsicrn of thEii- hous*hc' iri i..lsF(s-

ffi'f,*V alsa engaged in rnarginaLieed fishing-

ffie1at,e,l activit,ies -- in nqar-shore activirr**
*d
'. :g*'rnich are considered less tedious than actual
*
'54.'

ffifishiftg, or as part of farnily labor- incluoing
$':
'J!#pn'*paratic:tr f 1:,- clynaniite f ishi ng- i:iorre: ;l. i" o 1*r:K

f or ernpl-oyment i n t*wn cenfelrs, e-$pecial ly si ngl e 
'

:

I

I.#

1r:,
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W()men t
' ' "tt 3rar--- 4i'=.-, - .: 'l ' _ a=- l-. _'-

Fo r hq= t wornbt't , the d6ubI e p ressu rel"of

maintaining hCIuseholds and contributing Lo t,he
o

family's livelihocld is dccepted as, the natural

order of thirr.gs- -l-hey ilaem to cope with this v.ery

urelI to a point of passivity- Thl* vieu is alscl

reinforced h,y the dominant cultural norm-s in

society thaL, htomen play subo'rdinate and

sr-JXilIiary rales-

-tt- .
lv;.1

6-g l{omen's suliOrdination is manifested
family and the larger communitY-

nithin the

B.
&fi

''1 ..

The domestication of H(]men extends tc"r

qleci::iorr nr;rh i ng r,.uitlr i n the fanri ty - *i I tlrrirrgi-l la]$rnen

l'r,lrrcile tl're fatrrr ty l^irrence's an,J rjeci'siorr'; (lver the

chil,Jren's e,;i ucetiOn, the husbantJ's deci':ion

r-{f:rfl'gr-atly r.it[jV;3rl*.; irr m;rj'At' COnf lir;ts bei:aUS{3 i-iej

| .^ -i:; still t,he "padre de parnilya" {head of the

t;*nrifyj

L,lurtr*:n',; invalvisnt*nt outside the h*me incluclf3

'economic activiLies, interabtioil nHith irnmediatel

neighbors, rrirrinral leisur-e, tn.d rnembership ih

ci.vic or i:eligious groups- A few prdfessional

women, particularly teachers, have managed t'a3

exert fiOr'r:r inf ltleitcts- Wnmgi"r c')mmUrrity Jeadt*rs ,:1re

rare .rnd of i-*it'*yerJ r'vith'Ciscor'rrfart

e

-tl

,q

&"
*i
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. political activities b*A community concerns..
-'i '.. 

'' .--r 
- '?l-..a

ar-e.ganef-a1tv .tr6g.af{fic4 dB- ftrHqffi somain. Thue.,.'.

leadership is C;CImmontr.y a$s$ciated with m€n. A few

Hho are ab}e to join are often

Lask.ed hrith acLivities Gonsider'ed to be
a

extehsions of thei r f emEie ro.les (being secretary'.

CIr treasurer:)- Even development *fforts including

tebhnolo.gicaL innovationso €speqially 
'in 

f ishing'

is male-cent,ered simply because fishing is

considered a male acLivity-' HoW*t *., t.here ar€

-t- trer-!rl r.rc rc.€.nni at-i nn r*lhich
.groups like the. fi.sh vendor.s asspciation whicl

has a predgnri rrantly f e rnale rnembership clue to tlte

rr.Etur* o{ t}rsir ,lctivitie'g
r t -l - 

--

hJC}men r^lho. show leadership'potential ar.e

canfronteb r,rlit:h the ':lralI*rrg;e of balancing th'eir

multi.-faceLed roles in rhe family' and in
-

demanding ancl'proving f heir .Ieadership ancl

manaEernent capabiiities. It is not merely i:l'

quesbi.on. of delegating houseHorl<'so as to f ind

tinre to.actively pai^ticipale in activities

outside t,he home- It involves pushing for an
,t

integi.a}Cf.lctrsCterofneingleadersanq
' houseniiveg at the same time " both as. a pe.rsonal

viewpoint and as a social. t3"-lity acceptabld ttr.

t he I" a r-ge r r:oiTlrrr r: n i tv
'

f

J
t'
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*I
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t

,1
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6-4 Tlomen should. be aetival.y involved'in a Gcxnmunity-
based coastal r65our13es management scheme
--T=;;" 

"rr-rer 
h"Ltl'ot rhe fishinn *ommu;r*:*''*

ri 
- 

.iHomen'aIso exert conLinuing pre6sure on the
*-'-' 

Ueelining coastal nesources of Lingayen Gulf -

This is an inevitable consequance of their

gurrent livelihood concernn i..e- ''to augment

i ncsme . for the 
-U"ri 

ly's subsistetrce u 
.

. I n f he context of comfnuni Ly-based coasta I

re:souf-ces, managernent, women can play signif icant

r^c-rles in the following areas:
l

5-4- 1 Educational camPaigns'

As part, of thei.n nurturing roles in

. the f arni Iy and cofnmuni ty, envi ronmenta I

aryareness and protection can "besL be

,,j i,;,s*r1r i i,*tgci thi-ough tl're home atr'c school r

6 - 

.4 
-? AI ternative l ivel i hood

ii;i ily $\rofte i] iravs ve nt u red i nto va r i ed

ron*:-ishing e-Gonomic activities. Although

f i=ning remai-ns to be .Fhe majoi-

r:,L.ilt.rpat rfit-l " other i ncame source{s $rg(*l-i: tno're

prCIfi.Lable. For alternative livelihooci
a.

nl: rams - Droductive Ski 11s of Hclrnen mustp.r$g rams ' FroCIuctlve $Kr r r:3 tJ I 
:

-i:* cs rl:-: i'Ce r etl

e

t/
.
-f'
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6-4-3 Bui lding local organi zations

Bt-rildJ"ng 1:cal manegemenI .

capab,ilities dces not oirJ.y jnvolve the':

fishermen, but tl*re. Ir.inaie corfimunit'f as

u'tcl..l- lruc]iltl':ri f, giL'rui):S cerl i:q toi-ilirjiJ as p;trt

of this ef f or t'- Cons.ul tati"ans regarding

pof3sible nr'lrragiemertt meclratrj srrrs, far coar:-'ta1

i' {Jcr Lt f Ce:a ili ur:, t* ;1 I :,r;cr i itrc I udf: r^i{irilg: ll .
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